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thibodaux.com
Nationally-Recognized Hospital. 985-493-4326

Many hospitals struggle with high infection rates and preventable complications, but we believe you deserve

the highest quality, safest care and that your experience with us is nothing less than outstanding.

Healthgrades® is a leading healthcare quality reporting group offering consumers transparency about healthcare organizations and providers.

DO THINK TWICE ABOUT
WHICH HOSPITAL YOU CHOOSE

Proud to be Among the Top 5% of Hospitals Nationwide.



March 2016:
  3/8 Health Care Committee Meeting
   12:00 p.m., Chamber office

   Homewood Suites Anniversary/Customer Appeciation Party
   5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., 142 Citiplace Drive
   For more information call (985) 262-0145

  3/5 Coaching for Change, LLC ‘Shadows & Light’ Workshop
   10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
   For more information call (985) 804-2903

  3/5-6 Bayou Home Show
   Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center, Hall A and B
   This is a public event and tickets may be purchased at the door.
   For more information call (985) 850-4657

  3/12 Terrebonne Parish Bayou Cleanup
   8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
   For more information visit www.slwdc.org

  3/13 Houma, Louisiana Wedding Expo presented by Courtyard by Marriot
   Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center, Hall A and B
   This is a public event and tickets may be purchased at the door.
   For more information call (985) 850-4657

  3/14-21 National Retiree RV Rally
   Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center, Indoors and Outdoors
   This is a private event and registration is required.
   For more information call (985) 850-4657

  3/17  Business After Hours
    5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
    Sponsored by Sunburst Media, 120 Prevost Drive, Houma

  3/18 Education Committee Meeting
   8:30 a.m., Chamber office

  3/19  Southdown Marketplace Semi-Annual Arts & Crafts Festival
    8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 1208 Museum Drive
    For more information call (985) 851-0154

    8 Seconds to Glory Championship Bull Riding
    Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center, Arena
    This is a public event and tickets may be purchased through Ticketmaster.
    For more information call (985) 850-4657

  3/22  General Membership Luncheon
    11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., $25 per person
    Quality Hotel, 210 South Hollywood Road
    Speaker: John Kennedy, LA State Treasurer
    Sponsored by: Workforce Logistics

  3/25  Chamber office closed
    Happy Easter!

  3/28  Economic Development/Infrastructure Committee Meeting
    12:00 p.m., Chamber office

For more information about Chamber Events call (985) 876-5600 or Email: info@houmachamber.com
Events in red denotes Chamber events

Calendar
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On the Cover:
Kimi Walker, Chauvin Brothers, was awarded the 2015 Distinguished Diplomat Award for

lending a helping hand whenever possible and demonstrating the value of Chamber 
membership. Mrs. Walker is pictured with 2016 Chair Elect, Kate Theriot (CFC, LLC).



 Anyone up for a serving of eleven bean 
soup?  If you attended the Houma Terre-
bonne Chamber of Commerce’s 87th an-
nual banquet you know what I am talking 
about.  Our guest speaker, Sandy Davis, did 
a fantastic job entertaining everyone while 
also providing motivation and inspiration 
to each of us to continue our service to our 
community.  I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank all of our sponsors and 
the chamber staff for an outstanding ban-
quet.
 Congratulations to the following who re-
ceived awards at the annual chamber ban-
quet:  Ms. Mary Lynn Bisland, Executive 
Director of TARC, Chamber Star Award; 
Ms. Kimi Walker, Chauvin Brothers, Dis-
tinguished Diplomat Award; Terrebonne 
General Medical Center Sports Institute, 
Community Champion Award; Mr. Wil-
liam Laughlin Grace, V, Vandebilt Catholic 
High School Senior, American Legion Teen-
ager of the Year; Mr. Peter Bourgeois, Jr., 
the Eugene J. Folse Outstanding Veteran 
Award; and Mr. C.J. Christ, The Courier’s 
Citizen of the Year Award.  Thank you all 
for your service to our community.
 Our State legislature has convened into 
a special session to deal with a $940-mil-
lion dollar budget shortfall, which will 
probably result in an increase in taxes 
and a cut in services from state agencies 
including health care and education.  The 
Chamber’s Government Activities Division 
will be keeping a close watch on the special 
session and the upcoming regular session.  
Please visit the Chamber’s website, www.
houmachamber.com, to receive updates 
from our lobbyist Eric Sunstrom regarding 
the legislative sessions.
 The Chamber will be participating in 
the National Education Association’s Read 

Across America program March 2nd, which 
focuses on motivating children and teens 
to read through events, partnerships, and 
reading resources.  The Chamber staff will 
be coordinating volunteers to assist with 
this program. As stated by the NEA, “You’re 
never too old, too wacky, too wild, to pick 
up a book and read with a child.”
 Each of our divisions have had their initial 
meetings for 2016 and have begun work-
ing on their goals.  Thanks to all the mem-
bers who have participated in the division 
meetings.  If you have not signed up to be 

part of a chamber division, please call the 
Chamber office and get involved.  I will give 
an update on certain division activities next 
month.
 Don’t forget to save the date for our An-
nual Golf Tournament, which will be held 
at Ellendale Country Club on Monday, May 
9th.  More details will be forthcoming.
 Please pray for our local economy and 
continue to support our local businesses 
as we work toward the Chamber’s mission 
of Uniting community and building a stron-
ger Terrebonne – Chamber Connected.
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Chairman’s Message

Earl Eues
2016 Board Chair

KEE Environmental Services, LLC
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STAFF:
Suzanne Nolfo Carlos

President and CEO
suzanne@houmachamber.com

Chantell Pepper
Administrative Assistant

cpepper@houmachamber.com

Betsy Breerwood
Events Coordinator

betsy@houmachamber.com

Kay Thibodeaux
Membership Account Executive

kay@houmachamber.com

heidi Ohmer
Communications Specialist
heidi@houmachamber.com

6133 Hwy.311 | Houma, LA 70360 | 985.876.5600 | 985.876.5611 fax
www.houmachamber.com

4463 West Park Avenue • Hwy 24 • Gray

Custom Homes Lots Available



 One of my favorite teachers was Mrs. 
South who taught me in the 5th grade at 
Lisa Park Elementary.  She made me feel so 
welcome when I transferred into her class 
a couple of weeks after school has started.  
One of my best memories was when she 
would read to us after lunch.  I absolutely 
loved it.  Over the course of the year, the 
books I especially remember her reading 
were Charlotte’s Web and Stuart Little.  I 
love to read.  So, I’m excited about the 
Chamber’s newest project.
 The Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of 
Commerce will participate in the Read 
Across America program on Wednesday, 
March 2nd, as part of the Chamber Cares 
initiative and the Partners In Education pro-
gram.  Chamber members will volunteer 
their time in 10 Terrebonne Parish Schools 
by reading to students in almost 100 class-
rooms.  

 Participating schools include Acadian El-
ementary, Bayou Black Elementary, Bourg 
Elementary, Coteau-Bayou Blue, Dularge 
Elementary, Grand Caillou Elementary, 
Grand Caillou Middle, Mulberry Elemen-
tary, Southdown Elementary, and Village 
East.  
 Chamber volunteers include Paul Labat – 
Terrebonne General Medical Center, Steph-
anie Hebert – Stephanie Hebert Insurance 
Agency, Kimi Walker – Chauvin Brothers, 
Cheri Blanchard – Business & Career Solu-
tions, Layne Bordelon – Spectrum Reach, 
Martin Folse – HTV 10, Kate Theriot – CFC, 
Shannon Rhodes – Enviro Clean Services, 
Angie LeBlanc – ABL Ventures, Renee Piper 
– Danos, Roslyn Chauvin – Southdown Mini 
Storage, Sharon Bergeron – Coastal Com-
merce Bank, Nanessa Bonvillain – Iberia 
Bank, Susie Boudreaux – IberiaBank Mort-

gage, Renate DeHart and Brooke Marcel – 
Whitney Bank, George Robichaux – South 
La Bank, Ann Barker – Terrebonne Ford,  
Chris Heaxt and Peggy Dominique – Fair-
field Inn & Suites, Steve Caldarera – Cal-
darera Insurance, Keith Carruth – AMG Spe-
cialty Hospital, Rev. Don Ross – 1st United 
Methodist Church and Children’s Learning 
Center, Christy Jaccuzzo – Spartan Industri-
al Products, Rebecca Whitney – Houma VA 
Clinic, Dr. Mike Flynn – Flynn Chiropractic, 
and Werlien Prosperie – Diamond Adver-
tising.
 The goal of the program is to show 
America’s children the joy and value of 
reading and to build a nation of readers.  
So share the joy of reading with a child you 
know and join us next year for Read Across 
America.
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notes froM the President

Suzanne Nolfo Carlos
President/CEO
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Chamber Cares Project with Local Schools 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
L U N C H E O N
Tuesday, March 22 • 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Quality Hotel, 210 South Hollywood Road, Houma, LA
Sponsored by: Workforce Logistics

Speaker: John Kennedy
Louisiana State Treasurer

Admission is $25 per person and $30 at the door.
General public is invited to attend,

please call the Chamber office at  (985) 876-5600 for admission fees.

Register by calling the Chamber at (985) 876-5600
or send an email to: info@houmachamber.com

Join Us!

Business After Hours is held each month for Chamber members and
their employees to network and enjoy food, drinks and door prizes.

Networking at its best!
H URS

A F T E RBUSINESS

Thursday, March 17 • 5:00 p.m. -7:00 p.m.
Sponsored by: Sunburst Media

120 Provost Drive
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Welcome New Members

Delta Medical Group, LLC
Michael Straney
(985) 262-4424
1340 Grand Caillou Road
Houma, Louisiana 70363
http://deltaurgentcarela.com
Categories: Medical Services

Cajun Man’s Swamp Tours
and Adventures, LLC
Billy Gaston
(985) 868-4625
506 Paris Lane
Houma, Louisiana 70363
http://www.cajunmanadventures.com
Categories: Swamp Tours, Tourist Attractions

The Haven
Julie Pellegrin
(985) 872-0757
P.O. Box 4279
Houma, Louisiana 70361
http://www.havenhelps.org
Categories: Organizations-Non Profit

Union Care Pharmacy
dba Vital Care of South Louisiana
Thanh Nguyen
(985) 262-8214
304 Corporate Drive, Suite A
Houma, Louisiana 70068
Categories: Pharmacy

NOV Process & Flow Technologies US, Inc.
(Division of National Oilwell Varco, Inc.)
Dustin Bergeron
(985) 853-3866
P.O. Box 853-3866
Houma, Louisiana 70361
http://www.nov.com
Categories: Manufacturing Oilfield Tools, Oil & Gas

The Stevens Realty Group, Inc.
Betty Sun
(985) 709-7228
4417 Lorino Street, Suite 200
Metairie, Louisiana 70006
http://tsgrealestate.com
Categories: Property Management, Real Estate Companies

Weatherford International - Houma MFG
Amiee Belanger
(985) 493-6100
179 Weatherford Drive
Schriever, Louisiana 70395
http://www.weatherford.com
Categories: Machine Shop, Oilfield Fabrication

American Cancer Society
Becky Breaux
(985) 856-0580
335 Country Club Boulevard
Thibodaux, Louisiana 70301
http://www.cancer.org
Categories: Organizations-Non Profit, Family, Community & Civic Organizations

Gulf South Risk Services
Jeri LeBlanc
(985) 868-7070
712 School Stsreet
Houma, Louisiana 70360
http://www.gsrsinc.com
Categories: Insurance, Safety Consulting

Associate Members:
Pat Pennison, Latter & Blum Co., Inc./REALTORS
(985) 868-5230
6712 West Main Street
Houma, Louisiana 70360
http://www.latter-blum.com
Categories: Real Estate Companies

Charlotte Grace
Agency Owner

Allstate Insurance Company
1208 Louise St.
Thibodaux, LA 70301

Office 985-492-1579/Cell 985-665-3585
Fax 985-492-1264
Cgrace@allstate.com Your trusted Allstate advisor

157 TOURIST DRIVE, GRAY, LA 70359 985.580.1500 |WWW.CYPRESSCOLUMNS.COM

Unforgettable
Moments

Memorable
Events

X
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Areas of Expertise:
Cost/Managerial Accounting, Finance, 
Strategic Planning, Sales Management, 
Leadership  
 
Why did you join the Chamber?
I was actually grandfathered in to the 
Chamber. When I started working for Mor-
rison Home Center in 1992, we were al-
ready members of the Houma-Terrebonne 
Chamber of Commerce, then in 1999, 
we merged with Terrebonne Lumber and 
Concrete to form Morrison Terrebonne 
Lumber Center and we continued our 
membership. We remained members of 
the Chamber from 2003 when my current 

business partners and I bought the company through current day after 
we partnered with Central Network Retail Group. Being actively in-
volved in the Chamber of Commerce is one of the great ways of giving 
back to our community that has been so good to us.

Why do you serve on the Board of Directors?
This is my second tour of duty serving on the Board of Directors with 
my last term ending back in the mid-2000’s. I wanted to serve on the 
Board of Directors this time because I know we have some serious 
economic hurdles that face us in our region and I want to work hard to 
keep our Parish thriving.
 
What is the Chamber’s role in the business community?
The Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce is comprised of solid 
leaders who look out after the best interests of our business commu-
nity from an economic development, governmental and educational 
standpoint. With my past and present involvement in the Chamber of 
Commerce, I have made great friendships that I hold to this day. It’s 
great when we can all work together toward common goals that 
benefit us all.

Doug Gregory
President and CEO
     Morrison Terrebonne Lumber Center, LLC
Partner/Regional Vice President
     Central Network Retail Group, LLC

605 Barataria Avenue
Houma, Louisiana 70360
Office: (985) 879-1597   Direct: (985) 879-2292
Email: doug.gregory@cnrgstores.com

SPOTLIGHT
BOARD With Allstate life insurance,

love wins.

854 Grand Caillou Rd.
Houma
shebert@allstate.com

Stephanie Hebert
985-872-0201

11
14

99

Availability from a particular company varies by product. Subject to availability and qualifications. Life
insurance issued by Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL, and Lincoln Benefit Life Company,
Lincoln, NE. In New York life insurance issued by Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge,
NY. Guarantees are subject to the claims-paying ability of the issuing company. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Co.

I can help you protect your growing family
at an affordable price.
Do you have enough life insurance? It’s one
of the best ways to provide for your family if
something happens to you. With the right
coverage, love wins. Call me today for
affordable options.
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C.J. Christ of the Regional Military Museum accepted The Courier’s Most Useful Citizen award at the 2016 An-
nual Banquet in January. 

Sandy Davis, published author and internationally recognized motivational speaker, was the keynote speaker 
of the 2016 Annual Banquet. Mr. Davis inspired the audience by telling stories from his life, finding humor in 
even the most mundane of activities.

Photo Gallery

William Laughlin Grace V (center) was recognized as Teenager of the Year by the Lenox Hotard Post in col-
laboration with the Post 272 Montegut, and Post 380 Chauvin. William was awarded a $1,000 scholorship by 
the Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce and South Louisiana Bank. Mr. Grace is pictured above with 
Mickey Thomas, South Louisiana Bank, and Earl J. Eues Jr., KEE Environmental Services, LLC and 2016 Chamber 
chairman.

Mary Lynn Bisland, Terrebonne ARC, was the recipient of the Chamber Star award. The award recognizes an 
employee, manager or owner of a Chamber business who exceeds expectations with regard to customer ser-
vice, leadership, and community involvement.

Terrebonne General Medical Center Sports Institute was awarded the Community Champion award for its sup-
port of local non-profit organizations. Diane Yeates accepted the award at the Annual Banquet and is pictured 
above with Stan Gravois, TGMC Healthy Lifestyles Center, and Earl J. Eues Jr., KEE Environmental Services, LLC 
and 2016 Chamber chairman.

Peter Bourgeois Jr., center, was the recipient of the Eugene J. Folse Outstanding Veteran Award at the Cham-
ber’s 2016 Annual Banquet. Mr. Bourgeois was recognized for his service in Okinawa during World War II.
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Bourgeois Bennett, LLC CPAs attended the 2016 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left to right are Miles Forrest, 
Janice Toepfer, Dan Toepfer, Berwick Duval, Alexis Duval, Chelsea Larose, Tammy Shearer, and Ed Bouterie.

Allyson Fonseca, Kim LaBauve and Barry LaBauve of Bluewater & Gasket Company, Inc.  and Derrick Manns, 
Kristine Strickland, Brenda Faucheux and Jessica Thornton from L. E. Fletcher Technical Community College 
attend the Annual Banquet. 

Photo Gallery

The Honorable Juan Pickett, District Judge Division C, swore in the Chamber’s 2016 Chairman Earl J. Eues Jr., 
KEE Environmental Services, LLC,  the 2016 Annual Banquet.  

Business First Bank representatives enjoy the 2016 Annual Banquet. Pictured from right to left are Mary Price, 
Don Hingle, Dee Hingle, Laura Bourgeois, and Lee Bourgeois.

Thibodaux Regional Medical Center representatives attend the Annual Banquet. From left to right are Sarah 
Samaha, Laura Gros, Chrisy Myhand, Larry D’Antoni, Kristyl Vicknair, Heather Talbot, Mark Arceneaux, and 
Bryan Samaha.

Synergy Bank representatives pose at the Annual Banquet in January. Pictured from left to right are Ann Sum-
mers, Elmy Savoie, Jerry Ledet Jr., John Hebert, Edith Hebert, Russell Touchet, Brett Means, and Len Summers.
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Chamber members participate in the Business 2 Business networking luncheon in February.
Dr. Nicole Thieler, Thieler Orthodontics, Suzanne Nolfo Carlos, Chamber President/CEO, and Rachel Beebe, 
Coastal Commerce Bank, pose after the Business 2 Business luncheon. Congratulations to Dr. Thieler for win-
ning a business feature in Focus and Ms. Beebe for receiving free advertising on the Chamber’s website.

Photo Gallery

Women’s Business Alliance sponsored February’s Business After Hours. Brenda Babin of WBA hands a gift to 
door prize winner Layne Bordelon (Layne Bordelon Rodan + Fields Independent Consultant). For more informa-
tion about WBA visit www.wbahouma.com

Chris Robinson (Raising Canes) and Jennifer Robinson (Paisley Park) attended February’s Business After Hours 
sponsored by the Women’s Business Alliance.

Pictured from left to right are Kim Berthelot (member of WBA), Angie LeBlanc (ABL Ventures, LLC), and Roxanne 
Meyer (Roxanne Mayer Premier Designs Jewelry Independent Distributor) at the February’s Business After 
Hours.

Alcohol & Drug Abuse Council for South LA (ADAC) celebrated their new location at 202 Barataria Ave with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony and unveiled their new logo on January 20th. ADAC provides prevention, education, 
referral and assessment services in the areas of alcohol, drug abuse, compulsive gambling and nicotine aware-
ness for individuals and families in South Louisiana. For more information call (985) 879-2273 or visit http://
www.adacsl.org.
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 Thibodaux Regional 
Medical Center is proud 
to announce that it has 
been recognized as a 
2014 Top Performer on 
Key Quality Measures® 
by The Joint Commission, 
the leading accreditor of 
health care organizations 
in the United States.
 Thibodaux Regional 
Medical Center was rec-
ognized as part of The 
Joint Commission’s 2015 
annual report “America’s 
Hospitals: Improving 
Quality and Safety,” for 
attaining and sustaining 
excellence in account-
ability measure perfor-
mance for heart attack, 
heart failure, pneumo-
nia, surgical care, ve-
nous thromboembolism 

and stroke. Thibodaux 
Regional is one of only 
1,043 hospitals out of 
more than 3,300 eligible 
hospitals in the United 
States to achieve the 
2014 Top Performer dis-
tinction.
 The Top Performer 
program recognizes hos-
pitals for improving per-
formance on evidence-
based interventions that 
increase the chances of 
healthy outcomes for pa-
tients with certain condi-
tions. The performance 
measures in the recog-
nition program included 
heart attack, heart fail-
ure, pneumonia, surgical 
care, children’s asthma, 
inpatient psychiatric 
services, stroke, venous 

thromboembolism, peri-
natal care, immuniza-
tion, tobacco treatment 
and substance use.
 This is the second year 
Thibodaux Regional has 
been recognized as a Top 
Performer. Thibodaux 
Regional Medical Center 
was recognized in 2014 
for its performance on 
accountability measure 
data for heart attack, 
heart failure, pneumo-
nia, and surgical care for 
2013.
 For more information 
about the Top Performer 
program, visit www.joint-
commission.org/accredi-
tation/top_performers.
aspx .

Thibodaux Regional Medical Center Earns 
‘Top Performer on Key Quality Measures®’ 
Recognition from the Joint Commission

Lofton Corporation Adds Safety Division
 Lofton Corporation announced the 
acquisition of Global Safety Consul-
tants, “GSC”, a Lafayette-based safety 
company. The new addition to the Lof-
ton family of companies allows Lofton 
to provide safety training and consult-
ing services across it’s footprint of 
offices in the Gulf South focusing on 
state, federal, and client-specific regu-
latory compliance.  The new division 
will operate under the name Lofton 
Safety Services. 
 “Lofton has always strived to be 
more than a staffing company, but a 
true partner to our clients as it relates 
to workforce management.” says Bart 
Lofton, Co-President of Lofton Corpo-
ration.  “With GSC, we already had an 
established relationship.  They are a 
family owned company based in Lafay-
ette, La with similar values in line with 

our own.  We see this as an opportu-
nity to not only help our clients with 
their safety needs, but to help assure 
the safety and health of our assign-
ment employees.”
 Under the leadership of GSC’s found-
er and President, Steve Ham, Lofton 
Safety Services will provide safety con-
sulting and training services including 
both onsite and offsite training with a 
focus on competencies including SEMS 
compliance, OSHA and MSHA regula-
tions.  Lofton Safety will also offer fully 
outsourced HSE management services 
on an interim or long-term basis. Lof-
ton will continue to build upon GSC’s 
reputation of having an extremely cus-
tomized, hands-on approach to safety 
management and training. For more 
information on these services go to 
www.safetygsc.com
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South Lafourche Airport FBO Under New Management
Port Commission Now Owner and Operations of GAO FBO
 The Greater Lafourche Port Commission is pleased 
to announce that as of February 1, 2016, GLPC is both 
owner and operator of the South Lafourche Airport’s 
Fixed Base Operator (FBO), which will now be known 
as GAO FBO. FBO services were previously bid out to 
outside vendors since 2007.
 Airport Manager Richard Osborne believes that 
GLPC is up to the task. “This new challenge of running 
the FBO ourselves gives us an opportunity to market 
the airport more competitively within both the avia-
tion and business communities,” said Osborne. “As 
FBO owner and operator we can offer lower fuel 
prices and enhanced customer service, all with the 
backing of a port commission known for its strong, 
steadfast leadership.”
 Some of the FBO services available now include 
24-hour self-service 100LL and Jet A fuel, free Wi-
Fi, aircraft ground handling, hangar leasing, passen-
ger and terminal lounge, ramp and hangar parking, 
courtesy vehicle, rental cars, aircraft washing, and a 

pilot weather station.  GAO’s flight operations have 
increased from 550 in 2001 to over 20,000 in 2015.
 The GAO airport complex includes 1,200 acres of 
industrial park property available for lease, which 
provides opportunities for future development. There 
are several airport upgrades in the works, including a 
new terminal building, hangars, runway strengthen-
ing, and a connector road linking the airport and in-
dustrial park to LA 3235, enhancing its connection to 
Port Fourchon and continuing to improve intermodal 
transportation and commerce in the region.
 Chett Chiasson, Executive Director of the Greater 
Lafourche Port Commission, stated, “This new oppor-
tunity to run GAO FBO gives us the room to develop 
airport business on our terms and further strengthen 
our airport’s niche as an economic driver in our com-
munity.”
 Additional airport and pilot information can be 
found at http://www.portfourchon.com/explore.
cfm/airport/ .

BTNEP to Release GPS Device to Track Route of Marine 
Debris Downstream
 On February 3, 2016, the Barataria-Terrebonne Na-
tional Estuary Program (BTNEP) released a GPS track-
ing device in an effort to track the route of marine 
debris.
 The project, which is part of BTNEP’s Marine De-
bris Prevention Program, consisted of tossing a GPS 
tracking device from the Veterans Memorial Bridge in 
Gramercy, Louisiana. The bridge, also known as the 
Gramercy Bridge, is a Cantilever bridge that crosses 
over the Mississippi River. The tracking device was at-
tached to a drifter and its movements are tracked for 
about a two week period through an iPhone app. This 
process demonstrates how trash and marine debris 
move down the river and throughout its watershed.
 BTNEP’s Marine Debris Prevention Program involves 
two high school juniors or seniors from each of the 

high schools in Lafourche and Terrebonne parishes. 
Aside from the GPS project, the students have also 
collected marine debris along Fourchon Beach and 
have documented the findings. The students will then 
use the information they collected to create a marine 
debris prevention plan with action items to stop lit-
ter at its source. The plan will be available on the BT-
NEP website and presentations will be done by the 
students at the Terrebonne Parish Council meeting on 
April 13, 2016 and to the Lafourche Parish council on 
April 26, 2016.  
 “Marine debris is a real problem in our area,” said 
Alma Robichaux, BTNEP Education/Outreach Coordi-
nator. “It is our goal to bring awareness to the litter 
problem in our state.”

Local Artists to Display Paintings at Southdown
 Southdown Plantation 
to host Terrebonne Fine 
Arts Guild Art Show start-
ing March 15, 2016.
 Twenty-four members, 
each with a special talent 
to create artistic impres-
sions, will display paint-
ings of local landscapes, 
wildlife, seafood, florals 
and other still life. Paint-
ings range in sizes of 

small, medium, and large 
in mediums of watercol-
or, oils, pastels, acrylics, 
and others. All artwork is 
for sale.  
 The exhibit will be on 
display until April 30th 
with a free opening re-
ception at Southdown 
Plantation Museum on 
April 3rd from 2-4pm.  
 Terrebonne Arts Guild 

was organized in 1963 to 
promote Art and Art Cul-
ture in Terrebonne Parish.  
From its original concept, 
Terrebonne Fine Arts 
Guild has emerged as a 
permanent, self-sustain-
ing artistic organization 
in which the entire com-
munity can participate 
and benefit.  The Guild 
is a non-profit organiza-

tion and is sustained by 
grants, generous spon-
sors, and fund-raising 
workshops by members.  
The Terrebonne Fine Arts 
Guild is located at 630 
Belanger St in Houma.
 Southdown Plantation 
Museum is located at 
1208 Museum Drive in 
Houma.



 The Women’s Business 
Alliance has opened its 
scholarship application 
period for 2016 awards.
Girls graduating from 
high school in Terrebonne 
and Lafourche Parishes in 
2016 are eligible to apply 
for the scholarships. Ad-
ditional criteria include a 
cumulative grade-point 
average of at least a 3.0 
and be entering a Loui-
siana college during the 
2016 year.
 The program extends 
the Women’s Business 
Alliance mission of im-
proving the quality of life 
for women by empower-
ing them in professional 
endeavors and personal 
relationships. The $1,000 
scholarship, awarded 
once annually, aims to as-
sist future women busi-

ness leaders in pursuing 
their educational goals.
 The application form 
and guidelines can be 
downloaded from www.

wbahouma.org. Submis-
sion deadline for appli-
cants is March 31, 2016. 

bourgeoisbennett.com

New Orleans 504.831.4949 | North Shore 985.246.3022 | Houma 985.868.0139 | Thibodaux 985.447.5243

A WORLD OF
EXPERIENCE
IN YOUR
HOME TOWN.

You don’t have to search far and wide for professionals that can handle your most complicated

accounting needs. Bourgeois Bennett brings the power of the industry’s leading staff right to your

neighborhood. We are one of the state’s top accounting and consulting firms offering a myriad

of services from tax planning for businesses and individuals and audit and assurance to litigation

and forensic accounting. We are also your neighbors and eager to share our years of accumulated

knowledge to help you reach your goals or prepare for the unexpected. Call us today and let us show

you how we can help you thrive without leaving home.
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Keep Terrebonne Beautiful Received Grant 
to Plant Trees in Community
 Keep Terrebonne 
Beautiful received a 
$5,000 tree grant from 
Keep America Beautiful 
and UPS to plant fruit 
trees in the bayou com-
munities.
 Keep Terrebonne 
Beautiful, along with var-
ious partners 
and volunteers, 
will be planting 
140 fruit trees 
including Ham-
lin Orange, Or-
wari Satsuma, 
Meyer Lemon, 
and Celeste Fig 
on all five bay-
ous and three 
parish-owned 
lots in Houma. 
The fruit pro-
duced from the 
trees will be for 
the community 

to pick and share. 
 Partners include: Keep 
Terrebonne Beautiful, 
TPCG, BTNEP, Sowing 
Seeds Community Gar-
den, Bayou Grace Com-
munity Services, Ter-
rebonne Advocates for 
Possibilities, Dulac Com-

munity Center, South 
La. Wetlands Discovery 
Center, Dularge Middle, 
and Pointe aux Chene El-
ementary.   

Pictured are twelve volunteers including staff from BTNEP along with youth and 
leaders with the Wetland Warriors who planted 80 fruit trees in Dulac on February 
11th. 

We treat eeryone like family.
People you know. A name you trust.

200 E. 6th Street | Thibodaux | 985.262.0445
www.divinityathome.com

By Decision Health and National
Research Corporation

Skilled Nursing
Therapy Services

Certified Nurse’s Aid
Medical Social Worker

College Scholarship Applications
Being Accepted
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 Martha LeBlanc, Pro-
priete Shoppe LLC Real-
tor, was recently awarded 
the Nicholls President’s 
Award for Achievement 
of Excellence by Nicholls 
State University Presi-
dent, Bruce Murphy, for 
the Angel Gown Project. 
Martha has created An-
gel Gowns out of love 
for parents who lose 
babies in the hospital 
before they ever have a 
chance to come home.  
She has also won the 
Bayou Board Community 
Service award 2 years in 
a row for this creative 
venture. This award was 
developed to recognize 
those REALTORS who 
have enhanced the im-
age of their profession 
by going beyond the call 
of duty by unselfishly giv-
ing of themselves.
Martha has made out-
standing and unique con-
tributions of time and 
talent to our community 
through her Angel Gown 

Project.  Wedding gowns 
are recycled and made 
into one of a kind hand-
crafted burial gowns and 
baby buntings. Gowns 
are currently provided 
to Terrebonne General, 
Thibodaux Regional Hos-
pital, and St. Anne Hospi-
tal in Raceland.  Nurses 
distribute the gowns to 
parents who can choose 
to bury the child in the 
garment or keep it as a 
keepsake.  It is a twofold 
blessing for the receiving 
parents as well as for the 
bride who no longer has 
a use for her wedding 
gown and donates it for 
a higher purpose. The 
gowns are given to the 
parents, and they only 
know that it was donat-
ed by the Angel Gowns 
Project.
In addition, TGMC has 
featured Martha on their 
Women’s Health Center 
broadcast on HTV broad-
cast on local TV and in 
the hospital during Sud-

den Infant Death Aware-
ness Month.
If you are interested in 
helping to sew Angel 
Gowns, Martha will pro-
vide patterns, instruc-
tions, and fabric as well as 
one on one help.  Seam-
stresses from Happy 
Gowns for Joyful Hearts 
join together twice a 
year to make gowns and 
also sew at home. Con-
tact Martha at martha-
leblanc@gmail.com for 
more information.

LeBlanc Awarded for Angel Gowns Project

Biology Senior Takes Nicholls Back
to Capitol Hill
 Nicholls State Univer-
sity biology senior Rich-
ard Grabert has been 
invited to present his re-
search on the presence 
of pathogenic bacteria in 
Louisiana seafood as part 
of the annual Posters on 
the Hill student research 
event held April 19-20 in 
Washington, D.C.
Grabert, a native of Thi-
bodaux, was one of 60 
students selected from 
over 300 applicants to 
participate at the annual 
Council on Undergradu-

ate Research event, 
which takes place at 
the Rayburn House Of-
fice Building on Capitol 
Hill. His research, titled 
“Presence of Pathogens 
Vibrio Vulnificus and Vi-
brio Parahaemolyticus in 
Louisiana Seafood,” was 
conducted under Nich-
olls Distinguished Ser-
vice Biology Professor Dr. 
Raj Boopathy. Grabert is 
Boopathy’s third biology 
student to be invited to 
Posters on the Hill since 
2013.

Photo by Misty Leigh McElroy
Nicholls State University

Construction Contract Opportunities
Available for Small Businesses 
 Join the LCTCS Fa-
cilities Corporation and 
CSRS for a series of state-
wide meetings to inform 
small business owners 
about contract opportu-
nities available under the 
LCTCS ACT 360 construc-
tion program. The pro-
gram consists of the con-
struction of 23 facilities 
around the state valuing 
at approximately $285.9 
million. The next small 

business outreach meet-
ing is scheduled for Lake 
Charles, LA:    
 When: Wednesday,
 March 2, 2016
 Time: 6:00 PM
 Where: SOWELA Tech-
nical Community Col-
lege, Arts & Humanities 
Building, Multi-Purpose 
room 145
 3820 Senator J. Ben-
nett Johnston Avenue 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 

70615
 If you plan to attend 
the meeting, call Ste-
phen Peychaud or Kathy 
Spiess at 504- 561-0996, 
or email kspiess@char-
bonnetassociates.com  
or speychaud@charbon-
netassociates.com. For 
more information on the 
ACT 360 program, please 
visit www.act360.csrson-
line.com

BTNEP Featured on Episode of
Flip my Food with Chef Jeff
 The Barataria-Terrebonne National 
Estuary Program (BTNEP) was featured 
on an episode of the TV show Flip My 
Food with Chef Jeff on Thursday, Febru-
ary 4 at 10:30 am on WVUE/Fox 8 New 
Orleans.  The show is syndicated and is 
scheduled to play throughout the na-
tion in the upcoming months.
 The episode highlights the estuary 
while introducing new recipes that in-
clude ingredients that can be found 
within the Barataria-Terrebonne Estu-
ary System (BTES).  The episode also 
highlights the BTNEP staff and the val-
ue of Louisiana’s wetlands.   
 Flip My Food is hosted by Chef Jeff 
Henderson. Henderson is an award-
winning chef, bestselling author, and 
popular public speaker. His idea behind 
the show is to “flip” the favorite dishes 

of award winning chefs, celebrities, and 
everyday people to make healthier ver-
sions of the recipes. The show airs five 
days a week and on Saturdays. People 
outside the New Orleans viewing area 
should check their local listings for 
the channels in their area that air the 
show.
 Chef Jeff has highlighted many Loui-
siana businesses and people including: 
The Royal Sonesta of New Orleans, 
Rotolo’s Pizzeria, the Global Wildlife 
Center, and even members of the New 
Orleans Police.  
 “Chef Jeff was a wonderful host who 
really understands the importance 
of our estuary,” said Susan Testroet-
Bergeron, Director of BTNEP.  “He also 
did a great job of turning our seafood 
into very tasty meals!”

Behind the scenes from February’s Flip My Food episode featuring BTNEP
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LOUISIANA  
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DAILY • 11AM-7PM

Rouses Seafood  
Extravaganza is Back.
We’ve got seafood selections on our Hot Line, 
Soup & Salad Bar and Rouses-Ready-To-Eat 
in our Deli Ash Wednesday and every Friday 
during Lent. 

WWW.ROUSES.COM


