
 I wish you all a very happy New Year 
and I am very honored to be your 2017 
Houma-Terrebonne Chamber Chairper-
son.  Back in 1918 the business commu-
nity of the area formed the first of our 
organization and the Chamber has been 
a powerful force in promoting the success 
of over 700 member businesses and our 
community ever since.  
 We’ll begin our 99th year with our An-
nual Banquet where we will welcome 
Jeanne Robertson, a professional speaker 
who specializes in hilarious humor based 
on her life experiences.  She uses her pos-
itively funny style to illustrate that a sense 
of humor is much more than a laughing 
matter; it’s a strategy for success.  We can 
all use more humor, especially with the 
state of our economy and Mrs. Robertson 
promises to bring us to a full-blown belly 
laugh.  So, make sure you have your tick-
ets for January 25, 2017.  To get a glimpse 
of Jeanne’s humor visit www.youtube.
com/user/JeanneRobertson .
 In October 2016, the Board gathered 
for its annual Planning Retreat, where we 
set the goals for this year.  The Vice Chairs 
for the Divisions for 2017 are:  Paul La-

bat, Chamber Development; Dr. Michael 
Garcia, Community Development; Chuck 
Weaver, Jr, Government Activities, and 
Mitch Marmande, Economic Develop-
ment & Infrastructure.  Each of these divi-
sions has several short-term goals for the 
year which will bring us closer to achieving 
our long-term goals of the future.  Dur-
ing the January meetings of each of these 
Divisions we will set a time line ensuring 
their completion.
 Paul Labat and his division volunteers 
will concentrate on enhancing the pro-
grams we have established and promot-
ing the activities through social media.  
Keep a look out for news through our 
website and on all social media channels.  
Dr. Michael Garcia will be guiding the divi-
sion focus on two main areas of Education 
and Healthcare.  Excellence in education 
will be a collaborative effort bringing all 
partners in the educational system to-
gether for conversation and mastermind-
ing.  Healthcare will be an area closely 
watched with the anticipation of possible 
changes in Federal policies.  Our Govern-
ment Activities division is always active 
and Chuck Weaver, Jr will lead the way 

with the support of our lobbyist in Baton 
Rouge, keeping a vigilant watch of the 
day to day activities during the legisla-
tive session and working with our local 
government to bring a higher quality of 
life to our community.  Mitch Marmande 
will have his hands full with the activities 
of the Economic Development and Infra-
structure division.  Mitch understands 
the importance of bringing the voice of 
the business community in all matters of 
concern and will collaborate with the ap-
propriate agencies, commissions, boards, 
councils, and delegations to make our 
voice heard.
 Over the many years, we have had ex-
cellent leadership in the Chamber and 
I thank all the past chairpersons for giv-
ing of their gifts to bring us to the place 
we are today.  I especially want to thank 
those who have served during my board 
history, Jennifer Armand, Don Hingle, 
Stephanie Hebert, and Earl Eues, Jr.; you 
all have been great mentors.  
 As we move into the new year let us 
remember the real mission, “Uniting 
community and building a stronger Terre-
bonne - Chamber Connected!”
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 Fletcher Technical Com-
munity College (Fletcher) has 
signed a transfer articulation 
agreement in nursing with 
Louisiana State University 
Health Sciences Center at New 
Orleans School of Nursing. 
Students attending Fletcher 
will have the opportunity to 
transfer into the Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing (BSN) de-
gree program at LSU Health 
after earning the Associate of 
Science in Nursing (ASN) de-

gree from Fletcher. Transfer ar-
ticulation agreements provide 
students with the opportunity 
to transfer with a minimal loss 
of credits in their program of 
study.
 “We are excited about the 
new partnership with Louisi-
ana State University Health 
Sciences Center at New Or-
leans School of Nursing. This 
agreement will assist students 
in continuing their education 
at the baccalaureate level. This 

increased opportunity means 
that, working jointly, we con-
tinue to provide the most 
educated workforce possible 
for the Bayou Region.” said 
Fletcher Chancellor Dr. Kristine 
Strickland. “Our faculty and 
staff are to be commended for 
their efforts in achieving this 
articulation agreement with 
Louisiana State University 
Health Sciences Center at New 
Orleans School of Nursing.”
 The accredited Associate 

of Science Degree in Nursing 
program at Fletcher Technical 
Community College consists 
of both classroom instruction 
and supervised clinical activi-
ties to prepare the student 
to take the National Council 
Licensing Exam for Registered 
Nurses (NCLEX-RN) given by 
the National Council of State 
Boards of Nursing. 
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