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2016 TERREBONNE’S YOUNG ACHIEVERS

Calendar

Contact Us!
OFFICERS:

Chairwoman of the Board
Kathleen “Kate” Theriot

OCTOBER 2017:

Coaching for Change, LLC

10/5
				

Rooftop Roundup benefiting The Foundation for TGMC
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on rooftop of TGMC  Parking Garage
For more information call (985) 873-4603

10/6		
				

Healthcare Committee Meeting
8:30 a.m. at the Chamber office, For more information call (985) 876-5600

10/9		
				

Economic Development/Infrastructure Committee Meeting
12:00 p.m. at the Chamber office, For more information call (985) 876-5600

10/10		
				

Business 2 Business Luncheon
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Holiday Inn, 1800 Martin Luther King Boulevard
Sponsored by Acadian Total Security

Chairman-Elect
Jason Bergeron
Technology Professionals

Treasurer
Chad Hebert
Workforce Logistics, LLC

Vice Chairman-Community Development Division
Michael Garcia, MD
South Louisiana Medical Associates

Vice Chairman-Chamber Development Division
Paul Labat

10/13-15 Voice of the Wetlands Festival
				
Ponderosa, 5403 West Park, Houma
For more information visit http://www.voiceofthewetlands.org

Foundation for Terrebonne General Medical Center

Vice Chairman-Infrastructure & Economic Develop. Div.
Mitchell Marmande

		10/16-20 Happy Chamber Week!
10/19		
				

Delta Coast Consultants, LLC

Business After Hours
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Stephanie Hebert Insurance Agency
854 Grand Caillou Road
For more information call (985) 876-5600

Vice Chairman-Government Activities Division
Chuck Weaver, Jr.
South Louisiana Financial Services, LLC

Immediate Past Chairman
Earl J. Eues, Jr.

		10/21-22 Rougarou Fest
				
Downtown Houma, For more information visit http://www.rougaroufest.org
10/24		
				
				

KEE Environmental Services, LLC

General Membership Luncheon
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at Courtyard by Marriott, 142 Library Drive
Sponsored by Claudet Properties & Milano/The Patio
Speaker: Reggie Dupre, Jr.,
Executive Director of the Terrebonne Levee & Conservation District

BOARD MEMBERS:
Doug Gregory

Melissa Adams
Danos

10/25		
				

Public Forum for Run-off Election
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Terrebonne Parish Main Library Meeting Room
151 Library Drive

10/28
				

Ben Meyer Foundation Presents: Acadia Music Fest
Acadia Plantation Town Center, Percy Brown Road, Thibodaux
For more information visit acadianmusicfest.net

Logan “Hank” Babin III
Logan H. Babin, Inc.

Angela LeBlanc ABL Ventures, LLC

Natalie Campbell

Big Mike’s BBQ Smokehouse

Mike Lewis

Campbell Technology
Consultants, LLC

On the Cover:

The Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce and Business First Bank recognize young professionals in our community under
the age of 40 for their outstanding career achievements, community service impact, and their vision of what Terrebonne Parish can be.
Featured on the cover are the 2016 Terrebonne’s Young Achievers honorees Katie Portier, Synergy Bank, Robbie Naquin, Capital One,
Trisha Melancon, Houma Jr. High, Christy Vargas Jaccuzzo, Spartan Industrial Products, Monique Robinson, SEECA,
and Ann Dupre, Terrebonne General Medical Center.
The Chamber is currently accepting nominations for 2017 Terrebonne’s Young Achievers. Forms are available by emailing
info@houmachamber.com or by calling 985-876-5600. Deadline is Monday, October 16, 2017.
The finalists will be recognized at a luncheon on Thursday, December 5th sponsored by Business First Bank.

Angie LeBlanc

Ann Barker

Terrebonne Ford

For more information about Chamber Events call (985) 876-5600 or Email: info@houmachamber.com
Events in red denotes Chamber events

Morrison Terrebonne Lumber/
Home Hardware Center

David Rabalais

Roslyn Chauvin

Terrebonne Port Commission

Mona Martin Christen

Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center

Michel Claudet

The Courier

Janel Ricca

Southdown Mini Storage
Mona & Company, Inc.

Darlene Rodrigue
John Rogers

Claudet Properties

Coastal Commerce Bank

Reggie Dupre

Terrebonne Levee
& Conservation District

Brian Rushing

William Eroche

Kristine Strickland, PhD

Rushing Media

Watkins, Walker, Eroche and
Hoychick Attorneys at Law

L.E. Fletcher Technical
Community College

STAFF:
Suzanne Nolfo Carlos

Helana Blum

President and CEO
suzanne@houmachamber.com

Administrative Assistant
helana@houmachamber.com

Betsy Breerwood

Events Coordinator
betsy@houmachamber.com

Kay Thibodeaux

Membership Account Executive
kay@houmachamber.com

Danielle Evans

Communications Specialist
danielle@houmachamber.com

6133 Hwy.311 | Houma, LA 70360 | 985.876.5600 | Fax 985.876.5611 | www.houmachamber.com
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notes from the

President

Efforts Towards a Healthier Workforce and Community
SUZANNE NOLFO CARLOS
President/CEO
As I have reported to
you recently, the Houma-Terrebonne Chamber is partnering with
Region 3 Public Health,
Teche Action Clinic,
and the Louisiana Department of Health to launch the Chamber of Health Leadership
Alliance (COHLA). The purpose is to pull businesses and organizations together to improve the health and wellbeing of the
people in Terrebonne Parish. Our focus as a Chamber of course
is the business community and workforce.
On Wednesday, October 11th, at 3:30pm at the Main Library
we will hold our first full meeting of the Chamber of Health
Leadership Alliance. Businesses, non-profit organizations, and
coalitions are invited for an introduction and overview of the
new initiative.
Moving Recreation Forward –
Sign up in support of moving recreation forward in Terrebonne Parish at our website, www.houmachamber.com
We, as property tax payers, send over $9million dollars to the
Terrebonne Parish Recreation System. For that, I believe we
have a couple of nice parks, three nice baseball/softball parks,
many under used gyms, many mediocre to poor baseball/soft-

ball fields, and not much more.
The proposed Bayou Country Sports Park and the Airbase
Park complement each other well, offering many new recreation
opportunities for Terrebonne residents across the parish. Completing these parks would raise our quality of life standards and
offer new opportunities for everyone to become more active
and healthy.
The 2016 Field Report from the National Recreation & Park
Association can give us a good start in assessing what we have
and moving our recreation system forward. Please review it.
We’ve posted it on our website for your convenience, www.houmachamber.com
Workplace Wellness Expo –
This was our 3rd year for this event and it fits right in with the
purpose of COHLA. A special thank you to the forty businesses
and organizations that came together to offer the business community information on the products, services, and programs
that are available in our community to help improve workplace
wellness programs and the health and wellbeing of our workforce in general.
We would like to thank Options for Independence, South
Louisiana Medical Association, Teche Action Clinic, Terrebonne
General Medical Center, and the Wellness Center for Thibodaux
Regional for sponsoring this
year’s Workplace Wellness
Expo. Aetna Better Health of
Louisiana, BayouMD Weight

Loss & Wellness, Gulf South Risk Services, ISR Physical Therapy
of Houma, and Stephanie Hebert Insurance Agency were our
Flag Sponsors this year that were once again a nice ‘welcome to
the event’ for everyone.
Health & Wellness Connections –
Health & Wellness Connections, a monthly e-newsletter, was
developed by the Chamber to get information on health and
wellness and on COHLA out to our members and their employees. The first issue went out last month and it included information and resources for workplace wellness, the state program
Well Ahead, a broad overview of COHLA, and more.
If you would like to submit information on your health and
wellness service, product, event, or program, please send it to
info@houmachamber.com or call our office 876-5600.
The second issue will be emailed in the next day or so. Please
take the time to read it and share it with other employees,
friends, and family or let us know if you would like to be added
to the distribution list. It’s information for everyone.
Chamber Week –
Mark your calendars, Louisiana Chamber Week is October
16-20. Be looking for the schedule in the eFocus for an open
house, Lunch & Learn, Business After Hours, and other special
activities.

Born in ASCENSION
Now in THE BAYOU REGION

TPLS accepting donations for the
victims of Hurricane Harvey
Terrebonne Parish Library System has partnered with the Second Harvest Food Bank to
provide for those affected by Hurricane Harvey. All nine Terrebonne Parish Libraries will
accept donations until September 30th to help
replenish the food bank’s flooded warehouses.

Please donate non-perishable items, water,
and cleaning supplies. Refrain from other donations such as clothes or diapers.
For branch locations, visit mytpl.org. Call
Kati Callais at 985-876-5861, ext. 233 for more
information.

EATEL Business Provides the
FIBER DIFFERENCE
•
•
•
•

100% Optic Fiber* Network
Faster Internet Service
Faster Uploads & Downloads
Reliable Phone Service

FREE Business Consultation
985.798.7952 l eatelbusiness.com
*Fiber is available in select areas.
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Chairperson’s

Message

Failure as Success
KATHLEEN “KATE” THERIOT
2017 Board Chair
Coaching for Change, LLC
Failing is how we become successful. I’m
sure to some that statement sounds counterintuitive, however, I believe it to be true.
Think for just a minute, when have you learned
more lessons? When you’ve been successful,
or when you’ve failed, made mistakes?
Now I’m not saying we should all go out
and fail. No, that’s not the point of this article.
My point is to begin honoring failure, honoring mistakes, honoring those projects that just
didn’t turn out the way we planned. It’s time
to stop the shame of failure and honor it for
the lessons we learn. Mistakes and failure
are the ways we learn. Without them we can
never succeed.
Seven years after graduation with her bachelor’s degree, J.K. Rowling considered herself

The first half of our life is typically made up
of lots of mistakes and lots of failures. These
failures and mistakes allow us to mature into
the second half of life. We mature as we recognize, learn from, and honor our mistakes
and failures. It is a choice to recognize, learn,
and grow. In life, some choose to grow and
others choose to stay the same.
Learning from our mistakes and growing is
not an easy task and can be emotionally painful. It is this pain we try to avoid. We need
each other to get through the hard times.
Honoring the failures and mistakes will soften
the pain of learning.
Which failures and mistakes in your life
have taught you the biggest lessons? How
have you honored them? Take some time this
week to celebrate. You’re worth it!

a failure. After the death of her mother, the
demise of her marriage, and the loss of her
job, she was in her words a failure. She embraced this dark time in her life to write and
develop the characters and story of the Harry
Potter series. Now she is said to be one of the
wealthiest women in the U.K. She is a real-life
rag to riches story and all because of her failures.
When a person fails or makes a mistake the
first reaction may be shame. No one likes to
fail, whether we show our emotion of shame
we may still feel it and keep it to ourselves.
We allow the shame and the projection of
shame from others to dictate our next steps.
Is it possible to change this? Is it possible for
us to view our mistakes and failures as success
because of the lessons we’ve learned and celebrate them? They’re only mistakes and failures if we choose not to learn the lessons and
continue to do the same thing over and over.

A WORLD OF
EXPERIENCE
IN YOUR
HOME TOWN.

Join the
Chamber
Today!
876-5600

You don’t have to search far and wide for professionals that can handle your most complicated
accounting needs. Bourgeois Bennett brings the power of the industry’s leading staff right to your
neighborhood. We are one of the state’s top accounting and consulting firms offering a myriad
of services from tax planning for businesses and individuals and audit and assurance to litigation
and forensic accounting. We are also your neighbors and eager to share our years of accumulated
knowledge to help you reach your goals or prepare for the unexpected. Call us today and let us show
you how we can help you thrive without leaving home.

bourgeoisbennett.com
New Orleans 504.831.4949 | North Shore 985.246.3022 | Houma 985.868.0139 | Thibodaux 985.447.5243
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Photo Gallery

Clyde ‘’Joey’’ Duplantis, La Capitol Federal Credit Union, Suzanne Nolfo Carlos, Chamber President/CEO, and
Jullie Landry, La Capitol Federal Credit Union, pose for a picture after August’s Business 2 Business Luncheon.

Jimmy Henry of Fleet Supply Warehouse, LLC, participates in the August Business 2 Business Luncheon
and promotes his business to fellow Chamber members during the networking event. Special thanks to
La Capitol Federal Credit Union for sponsoring the event.

Joe Szush and Susan Szush, Acadian Ambulance Service, Bubba Orgeron, TPSD Assistant Superintendent,
Tim Burke, Acadian Ambulance Service, Suzanne Nolfo Carlos, Chamber President/CEO, and Chamber Chairperson Kate Theriot, Coaching for Change, LLC, pose for a picture after August’s General Membership Luncheon. Thank you to Acadian Ambulance Service for sponsoring the luncheon.

Amanda and Korey Songe, owners at Breakin’ The Code along with their staff, family, and Chamber Members
cut the ribbon at their 1st year anniversary party. Congratulations on their anniversary and be sure to visit
them at 279 Enterprise Dr., Ste# 102.

Matt Miller, Boy Scouts of America - Southeast Louisiana Council, Ernie Babin, Jr., Elks Lodge #1193, and
Brenda Babin, Busy Bee Clinic, LLC, network during Valley Supply Co. of Houma, Inc.’s Business After Hours.
Visit Valley Supply’s showroom at 1000 Barataria Avenue.

Cheri’ Marie, Elton Hawthorne, Kandace Owens, Melissa Ardoin-Lewis, and Patrick Reed, HRI Properties,
pose for a picture during the August Business After Hours hosted by Valley Supply Co. of Houma, Inc.
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Council Members, Terrebonne Parish Library Staff, and guests cut the ribbon at the Gibson Branch’s grand
opening. The new branch is located at 6400 Bayou Black Drive, Gibson.

Kevin Nunemacher, Take 5 Oil Change Store Manager, prepares to cut the ribbon with his staff, Chamber
Members, and Chamber staff at their grand opening celebration. Take 5 Oil Change is located at 1897 Martin
Luther King Blvd in Houma.

Ron Brooks, Latter & Blum Co. Inc. / REALTORS, LaDonna Rhodes, Gulf Coast In-Home Care, Chamber Board
Member, William Eroche, Watkins, Walker, Eroche and Hoychick Attorneys at Law, network during August’s
Business After Hours hosted by Valley Supply Co. of Houma, Inc.

Matt Casse, Start Corporation, Suzanne Nolfo Carlos, Chamber President/CEO, and Toni Ledet enjoy Valley
Supply Co. of Houma, Inc.‘s August Business After Hours. You can learn more about Valley Supply at http://
www.valleysupplyco.com.

Tommy Chauvin, Chauvin Brothers, and Chamber Board Member, Doug Gregory, Morrison Terrebonne
Lumber+Hardware, attend August’s Business After Hours sponsored by Valley Supply Co. of Houma, Inc.

Valley Supply Co. of Houma, Inc‘s staff pose for a picture during their August Business After Hours. From left
to right: Jason Neal, Brett McEachern, Deidre Coleman, Cecil Zeringue (owner), Kristi Pitre, Irby Bergeron,
Sheri Murphy-Chauvin, and Jeramy Arana. Thank you to Valley Supply for hosting this great event.
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Cindy King Earns NAR’s Military
Relocation Professional Certification

Gilda Scott REALTOR celebrates her
10 Year Anniversary

Military Personnel and Veterans Benefit from Realtor® Expertise in Military
Benefits, the Relocation Process, and Support
Cindy King with COLDWELL
BANKER LARUSSA REAL ESTATE has been awarded the
nationally recognized Military
Relocation Professional Certification. The National Association of Realtors® awards
the MRP certification to Realtors® who help military personnel, veterans, and their
families find housing that lets
them make the best use of
their benefits and serves the
unique needs of military life.
When military staff and
their families relocate, the
services of a real estate professional who understands

their needs and timetables
can make the transfer easier,
faster and less stressful. Realtors® who earn this certification know to work with active
duty military buyers and sellers, as well as veterans.
Cindy King says “I want
to give back in the best way
I know how. Coming from a
family of Veterans who have
protected our country, it is
the least that I can do to show
my gratitude.”
The certification provides
NAR’s members with resources to accommodate current
and former military service

Gilda Scott REALTOR with
Houma’s Town & Country
Real Estate celebrated her 10
Year Anniversary in the Real
Estate business with a special
celebration at the Cypress
Columns. Gilda was extremely
honored to celebrate this momentous occasion with her
clients, friends, and family.
Gilda received a plaque
from her Broker Bill Boyd,
acknowledging her 10 wonderful years of Real Estate

members at any stage of their
military career and is an approved elective for NAR’s Accredited Buyers Representative designation.

Dean given top faculty honor
Dr. John Doucet, dean of
the college of arts and sciences at Nicholls State University,
has been named an Alcee Fortier Distinguished Service Professor which recognizes the
top educators at Nicholls.
A south Lafourche native,
Doucet received his bachelors
from Nicholls in 1981 and his
doctorate from LSU in 1992.
He joined the Nicholls staff
as an assistant professor of
biological sciences in 1997
and has worked his way up
to dean of the college of arts
and sciences and director of
the University Honors Program. In his twenty years at
Nicholls, he has been named

Purses, Promises, & Prizes!
Are you curious yet?
Do you like to shop? Do
you want a girls’ night out?
Do you need a way out
of the “dog house?” Do you
want to score some brownie
points?
If you answered “YES!” to
any of the above, TFAE’s Purses, Promises, & Prizes might
be just “what the doctor ordered!”
On Thursday, November
16, at 6:30pm, Ellendale
County Club will play host
to TFAE’s 3rd annual Purses,
Promises, & Prizes sponsored
by Rushing Media!
What is TFAE’s Purses,
Promises, & Prizes? One $55
ticket will entitle you to a
meal and all you care to drink
of Buquet Distributors’ signature cocktails. In addition, $25
(tax deductible) of the ticket
cost allows TFAE to enroll one
Terrebonne Parish child for
one year into Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library!
You can participate in a
silent auction of new and
gently used purses, bags, luggage, etc. A live auction will
be conducted by the exuberant Mr. Dan Davis. Plus, there
is a bonus prize for every
winning bid, silent and live!
That’s not all...there will be
old fashioned carnival games,

raffles for a whiskey basket,
beer basket, and wine basket
thanks to Cannata’s and Buquet Distributors.
This
awesome
event
PROMISES to be delightful as
well as entertaining, so be
sure to bring a friend, spouse,
or significant other!
TFAE became the funding
champion for Dolly Parton’s
Imagination in August 2012.
Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library mails an age appropriate book to every registered Terrebonne Parish child
between the ages of birth
through five. The program is
of no cost to the family because TFAE picks up the tab!
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a Distinguished Service Professor of Biological Sciences
and McIlhenny Professor of
Human and Environmental
Genetics.
Doucet has focused his research on genetic diseases in
Louisiana populations, molecular anthropology of Louisiana populations, environmental and human disease
and chromosome architectures. He is also an expert on
Louisiana culture and history.
“This is a measure of the
years of hard work that I and
others have put in, in the
name of Nicholls,” Dr. Doucet
said. “I’m honored to have my
name mentioned in the same

breath as some of the great
professors in our history like
Marilyn Kilgen, David Middleton, Al Davis, Earl Melancon
and Ran Boopathy.”

Nicholls administrator elected to
collegiate journalism leadership position

TFAE pays $25.00 per child
per year--amounting to just
under $80,000.00 a year for
the registered children of Terrebonne Parish, remaining
true to our mission to aid in
the education of our children.
The children of Terrebonne
Parish may only be 7% of
our population but they are
100% of our future and TFAE
wants to do all it can to build
a bright future for our future!
Contact Angie Rome Walsh at
tfae@bellsouth.net or 985868-5881 to purchase tickets!
Only 200 tickets will be sold
and only 100 items will be
auctioned! DON’T MISS OUT!
Call Today!

Commerce Focus/September 24, 2017

Excellence
and
Lifetime
Multi-Million Dollar Producer
with over 28 Million Dollars in
Sales Production.
Gilda will continue making her client’s dreams come
true with all their Real Estate
needs while fulfilling her own
dream by continuing to develop as one of the most professional agents in the area.

Dr. James Stewart, department head of mass communication at Nicholls State
University, has been elected
to serve as vice president
this year, president-elect in
2018-2019 and president in
2019-2020 of the Association
of Schools of Journalism and
Mass Communication.
“I’m honored to have been
selected to this post and I
think it speaks to the quality
of the Nicholls mass communication tradition,” Stewart
said. “Sonny Albarado, another Nicholls graduate, served
as national president of the
Society for Professional Jour-

8

nalists in 2012-2013. For a
such a small school, Nicholls
has had an amazing running
of success among its mass
communications students.”
Stewart is no stranger to
journalism leadership roles.
He currently serves as the
editor of the association’s
national publication, Insights,
a position he has held since
2008 and was a member of
their executive committee
from 2004 to 2007.
He served as president
of the Southwest Education
Council for Journalism and
Mass Communication in 2006
and was chair of the Associa-

tion for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication’s Small Programs special
interest group in 1997.
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New Members
Gulf Coast In-Home Care
Willie Green

(985) 851-4488
320 Progressive Boulevard
Houma, Louisiana 70360
http://www.gulfcoastinhomecare.org

AN EASY WAY TO PREPARE FOR A HURRICANE

LET ME CHECK YOUR

Home Health Care, Organizations - Non-Profit

New York Life

INSURANCE

Aaron Rebert

(985) 870-4503
108 Ledet Street
Montegut, Louisiana 70377

COVERAGE

Insurance, Financial Services

South Louisiana Wetlands Discovery Center
Jonathan Foret

(985) 580-7289
7910 Park Avenue
Houma, Louisiana 70364
http://www.slwdc.org
Organizations - Non-Profit

Houma-Terrebonne Soccer Association

I’ll take a look at your policies.

(985) 868-3897
P.O. Box 625
Houma, Louisiana 70361
http://www.houmasoccer.com

I’ll help you make sure your coverage is hurricane-ready.
And don’t forget flood insurance. There’s a 30-day
waiting period before it starts, so now’s the time to get it.
I can help. For more easy ways to prepare, call me first.

Ed Bice

Recreation, Organizations - Non-Profit

Associate Members

Stephanie Hebert
985-868-1886

Nicole Falgout

854 Grand Caillou Road
Houma
shebert@allstate.com

Propriete Shoppe, LLC

(985) 227-5886
7024 West Park Avenue
Houma, Louisiana 70364
http://www.propshoppe.net

Real Estate, Real Estate - Rental Properties

Heather Abadie

(985) 655-7467
(985) 665-7784 (cell)
7024 West Park Avenue
Houma, Louisiana 70364
http://www.propshoppe.net

© 2009 Allstate Insurance Co., Northbrook, IL
Team
pictures sponsored by:

Real Estate, Real Estate - Rental Properties
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Thibodaux Regional Welcomes Dr. Allen Borne,
Orthopaedic Hand and Elbow Surgeon, to the Medical Staff
Thibodaux Regional Medical Center is pleased to announce the addition of Allen
Borne, MD, Orthopaedic
Hand and Elbow Surgeon, to
the active medical staff. He
will be joining the practice
of OrthoLA located at 726 N.
Acadia Rd in Thibodaux, (985)
625-2200.
A native of Houma, Dr.

Borne earned his medical degree from Louisiana State University School of Medicine in
New Orleans. He completed
an orthopaedic surgery residency at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences,
followed by a fellowship in
hand and upper extremity
surgery at The Philadelphia
Hand to Shoulder Center and

Thomas Jefferson University
Hospital.
Dr. Borne specializes in
the treatment of a variety of
conditions affecting the hand
and upper extremity including
fractures, tendon and nerve
injury, carpal and cubital tunnel, trigger finger, arthritis,
infections, masses, congenital
deformities and others.

Nicholls Geomatics program receives Surveying
Education Award
Nicholls State University’s Geomatics program was awarded
$15,000 by the National Council of Examiners for Engineering
and Surveying.
Nicholls has received the NCEES Surveying Education Award,
which began in 2016, for the second year in a row and is one of
only five programs to have been honored both years. Schools
are chosen based on their student outcomes, student involvement, outreach and recruitment.
“In 14 years, Nicholls Geomatics has become one of the most
nationally recognized programs in the nation,” says Dr. Balaji
Ramachandran, associate professor and department head of
geomatics. “We are proud to be ranked up there with the big research schools across the country. Our program excellence can

Danos Names Coatings
Operations Manager
Danos announces the
promotion of Clay Carter as
coatings operations manager, a position with responsibility for all day-to-day
activities of the company’s
coatings service line. The appointment follows Carter’s
successful tenure as acting
coatings operations manager
since 2016.
A native of Sugar Land,
Texas, Carter attended the
U.S. Naval Academy and
went on to serve six years in
the Navy. He joined Danos
in 2013 as a project manager, eventually moving up
to senior project manager in
2016 as he began to oversee
the company’s coatings operations. He is known for his
professionalism and responsiveness to client needs.
“Clay has done an exemplary job growing our coatings business unit for the
past year,” said James Callah-

an, vice president of finance.
“He embodies Danos’ core
value of service – always
striving to meet or exceed
the expectations of our customers.”
Carter resides in New Orleans but travels to Danos
and client locations throughout south Louisiana and the
Gulf region, overseeing more
than 100 employees.
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be attributed to the collective effort of the Geomatics faculty,
students, alumni and industry partners.”
The award recognizes programs advancing licensure for surveyors to preserve public health, safety and welfare.
NCEES is a nonprofit that develops, administers and scores
the surveying licensure tests in the U.S.
Nicholls’ Geomatics graduates are passing the Fundamentals
of Surveying national exam at a 95 percent clip, compared to
the national average of 54 percent.
The other winners are the University of Maine, Oregon Institute of Technology, University of Florida, New Mexico State University, Santiago Canyon College and the University of Akron.

TGMC Implements
Innovative Breast Imaging
Technology
Terrebonne General Medical Center (TGMC) expands its
offering of advanced breast imaging technology with the
implementation of 3D mammography and dense breast tissue screening with the Automated Breast Ultrasound System
(ABUS).
The 3D mammography uses a low-dose short X-ray sweep
around the positioned breast with a “step-and-shoot” method, removing the potential motion from the tube helping to
reduce blur and increase image sharpness increasing the possibility of detecting breast cancer. A key challenge when performing screening mammography is keeping the radiation levels as low as possible. With TGMC’s 3D mammography, there
is no increase in dose from a 2D standard mammogram to a 3D
view, which means there is no increased radiation to patients
during a breast exam.
The ABUS system is designed to improve the detection of
breast cancer in women with dense breast tissue. It enhances
the consistency, reproducibility and sensitivity of whole breast
ultrasound, demonstrating a 35.7 percent improvement in
cancer detection (sensitivity) in women with dense breasts
without prior breast intervention. TGMC is currently the only
facility in the southeast region to offer this technology.
For more information on these advancements, contact the
Imaging and Breast Center at (985) 850-6052.
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Details to Bayou Cane Fire Department’s Millage Request
Two Propositions Required to Execute a Three-Phase Plan
On October 14th, voters
will see two propositions on
the bottom of the ballot for
Bayou Cane Fire Department
that are interrelated. The first
proposition will allow the department to reach safer staffing levels by hiring additional
firefighters, and the second
will provide an opportunity
to train those firefighters in
an updated training facility
on their own property. The
request would require an
additional $75 in property
taxes to a homeowner with a
$150,000 house.
“What homeowners may

not realize is part of homeowner’s insurance ratings are
based on a fire department’s
ratings, and the number of
properly trained firefighters
in the fire service betters the
classification,” says Assistant
Chief Kenny Hill. “An increase
in homeowner’s property
taxes with a better fire department rating, better fire
service safety and coverage is
what we are asking for, versus
an increased rating and higher homeowner’s insurance
rates.”
“This request does not
come lightly,” says Chief Ken

Himel, “considering there
are no other funding sources
available to a full-time career
fire department, the only
funding source is tax dollars
to support the growing Bayou
Cane community.”
A plan for the propositions
is broken down into three
phases. Phase one will fund
the hire of twelve additional
firefighters and the formation
of a truck company to better
serve the community. Those
twelve firefighters will need
to be trained. In phase two
the department can add another firefighter to each sta-

tion enhancing response capabilities. A fifth fire station
is the plan with phase three.
To keep the community informed, Bayou Cane Fire Department has created a website: www.protectbayoucane.
com.
For additional information
about the millage request,
or to schedule an interview
with the Fire Chief Ken Himel,
please call 985.580.7230
or email at khimel@bayoucanefd.org.

stack will include a CO2 fire suppression
skid at the west end of the existing eastwest pipe rack. In addition, Danos will
install six automated blowdown valves,
three automated isolation valves and all
related electrical, instrumentation, control systems, cable trays and conduits.
The company is also responsible for all
associated civil activity required for the
facility modifications.
The project is expected to take approximately four months to complete. In
addition to on-site construction, Danos
will also provide project management,

fabrication, automation, coatings and
scaffolding services.
“We’ve built a strong partnership with
Williams over the past 16 years, and we
are proud they’ve selected Danos to execute this project,” said Eric Danos, executive vice president of Danos. “We have
worked together on projects from the
Gulf of Mexico to Southeast Texas, and
we are looking forward to adding North
Carolina to the resume. Our team is
highly skilled, and our history of delivering on-time, on-budget and incident-free
service speaks for itself.”

WBA Announces Athena Award Luncheon Nominees
The Women’s Business Alliance is celebrating women’s leaders Sept. 28 with its
annual Athena Award Luncheon, sponsored by Barker Buick GMC.
The luncheon will showcase four nominees who have forged leadership paths
for women to follow, strived toward the
highest level of personal and professional
accomplishment, excel in their fields and
work to improve quality of life in the
community.
They are Sharon Alford, Executive Director of the Houma Area Convention &
Visitors Bureau; Mary Cosper LeBoeuf,
Director of the Terrebonne Parish Library
System; Angie Pitre Pellegrin, licensed
counselor, advisor for Women Honoring
and Empowering Women, and director
of retention at Fletcher Technical Community College; and Darlene Rodrigue,
regional finance director at Gatehouse
Media.
Keynote speaker for the event is Shelly
Marie Redmond, MS, RD, LDN, who is a

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber

of

culinary dietician, founder of Skinny Louisiana and partner at Eberhardt Physical
Therapy. Redmond has helped hundreds
of clients lose weight, lower cholesterol
and blood sugar and eliminate the need
for medicines through diet. Her Skinny
Louisiana brand (www.skinnylouisiana.
com) marries Louisiana-based favorites
with principles of healthy eating. She
is the KTAL News 6 (an NBC affiliate)
nutrition expert, has done numerous
interviews on nutrition and lifestyle information for ABC, CBS and NBC affiliate stations and shared her knowledge
in several national and regional publications. She was named Nicholls State
University’s Outstanding Alumna of the
College of Nursing and Allied Health in
2017 and one of Shreveport-Bossier’s 40
Under 40 Young Professionals in 2016.
The awards luncheon will be held from
11:30 a.m. -1 p.m. at the Holiday Inn in
Houma, with networking and silent auction beginning at 11:30 a.m. Tickets are

$25 per person for general admission
and $300 for a reserved table of 8. To
register, email info@wbahouma.org or
call 985-876-5600.
Silent auction proceeds benefit WBA’s
annual college scholarship awards, as do
proceeds from the organization’s October 12th event, Women, Wine & Fashion. The evening will feature not only
impressive fashions but also the women
wearing the clothes. Whether a favorite
friend, an inspiring breast cancer survivor, or some other woman admired for
her contributions to the community, the
evening promises to be one to remember. Limited model sponsorships are
available, so promote inspiring colleague
and your company by calling 985-6887730 or emailing angie.pellegrin@fletcher.edu. To attend the 6- 8 p.m. event at
Fletcher Technical Community College,
visit www.wbahouma.org.
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Tuesday, Oct. 10 • 11:30am to 1:00pm

2

Holiday Inn, 1800 Martin Luther King Blvd.

Sponsored by: Acadian Total Security

Business 2 Business is a networking event for Chamber members and
their employees to promote their business and hand out marketing
materials to the guests at their table. Admission is $15 per person
with payment required in advance.

BUSINESS

Danos Wins Williams Contract in North Carolina
Danos has secured a contract with
Williams Partners (Williams) to perform
piping and valve modifications to the existing header system at the Pine Needle
LNG storage facility operated by Williams
in Stokesdale, North Carolina.
The project incorporates six of Danos’
service lines and three subcontractors to
complete the facility upgrade. The scope
of work includes the replacement of 27
PSVs, as well as piping modifications to 38
other PSVs. Danos will also install a 110foot dispersion stack and a new 12-inch
vent header in the existing pipe rack. The

Join Us !

11

AFTER

H URS
Networking at its best!

Thursday, Oct. 19 • 5:00pm to 7:00pm
Sponsored by
Stephanie Hebert Insurance Agency
854 Grand Caillou Road
Business After-Hours is held each month for Chamber members and
their employees to network and enjoy food, drinks and door prizes.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

L U NCH EON

Tuesday, Oct. 24 • 11:30am to 1:00pm
Courtyard by Marriott, 142 Library Drive

Sponsored by:
Claudet Properties & Milano/ThePatio

Speaker: Reggie Dupre, Jr. Executive Director
Terrebonne Levee & Conservation District
Admission is $25 per Chamber member (deadline is Wed., Oct. 18)
and $30 after deadline and at the door. General public admission is $30.

Register by calling the Chamber at (985) 876-5600
or send an Email to: info@houmachamber.com

The Chamber,
we are
connecting people.
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“Play hard. Play to win. But play it safe with the
Sports Medicine Center of Thibodaux Regional.”
– Archie Manning

As the region’s first comprehensive sports medicine program, we’ve been
in the game longer, keeping more athletes safe.
• Certified athletic trainers
• Advanced concussion testing technology
• Sports medicine-trained physicians and physical therapists
• Prevention education for coaches, parents and athletes

For more information: 985-493-4502 | thibodaux.com

