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JANUIARY 2018:
  1/1  Happy	New	Year!	-	Chamber	office	closed

  1/5 - 1/7 Southern Louisiana Boat, Sport & RV show
    Houma-Terrebonne	Civic	Center
    Tickets available at the door
	 		 	 For	more	information	call	(337)	436-4355

  1/10  Southwest Funding Grand Opening
    5:00	p.m.	to	8:00	p.m.	at	102	Wilson	Avenue,	Houma
	 		 	 For	more	information	call	(985)	876-5600

  1/15  Martin	Luther	King	Day

  1/24  Chamber 89th Annual Banquet
    6:00	p.m.	to	9:00	p.m.	at	Houma-Terrebonne	Civic	Center
	 		 	 Speaker:	Phil	Roop
	 		 	 For	more	information	call	(985)	876-5600

	 	1/27	 	 United	Way’s	SOUPer	Bowl	Cookoff	and	MVP	5k
    Courtyard	by	Marriott	Houma,	142	Library	Drive,	Houma
	 		 	 5k	starts	at	9:30	a.m.,	Cookoff	starts	at	11:00	a.m.
	 		 	 For	more	information	call	(985)	381-7390

  For more information about Chamber Events call (985) 876-5600 or Email: info@houmachamber.com
Events in red denotes Chamber events

On the Cover:
You’re invited to the Chamber Annual Banquet on January 24th 2018! 

Call (985) 876-5600 for sponsorship and ticket information.

Nicholls SHRM wins human resources competition 
state championship for second straight year

 Nicholls State University’s student Society for Human 
Resource Management chapter won the state champion-
ship at the Louisiana Human Resource Case Competition 
for the second year in a row. 
 During the Nov. 3 competition, the Nicholls chapter 
presented the top solutions for the mock case, which was 
held in Baton Rouge.

 “The value of this event goes beyond what they re-
ceive in the classroom,” said Melanie Boudreaux, faculty 
sponsor and instructor of management. “The CASE com-
petition helps our students tie together everything they 
learned in their classes, and it lets them actually apply 
the material.”



In your own words, describe Gumbo 94.9 
WGUO.
 Gumbo 94.9 is part of Bayou Radio Group. It 
is our classic country station. Anyone can listen 
to us on the radio, stream us online, and even 
download our app to your phone. We are also 
home to the Swamp Pop show on Saturdays! 
How long has it been in business?  Is it locally 
owned and operated?  Tell us a little about the 
history of Gumbo 94.9 WGUO.
 Gumbo 94.9 has been in Houma for the past 
five years. It is locally operated. 
 Where is the main office located?
 Gumbo 94.9 WGUO has recently moved. 
Our new location is 6282 West Main Street, 
Houma, LA 70360.
What is the company’s specialty?
 Bringing everyone the best music around 
and helping businesses get their information 
out.  
How many people are employed by Gumbo 
94.9 WGUO?
 The Bayou Radio Group has 12 employees 
here in Houma. 

In what ways has the indus-
try changed the most over the 
years?
 Well we no longer play 8 
tracks . . . 
What do your clients like best 
about Gumbo 94.9 WGUO?
 Our listeners love that clas-
sic country sound. As far as 
our advertisers I enjoy working 
with everyone. There are some 
amazing people in our commu-
nity.
What is the one experience 
you want for the clients of 
Gumbo 94.9 WGUO?
 I would like that our listen-
ers continue to enjoy our mu-
sic and support our advertisers 
that keep the music coming 
their way. 
Where were you born and 
raised? Tell us about your fam-
ily.
 I was born and raised in 
Kentwood, Louisiana. From 
there I moved to Houston, 

Texas for fifteen years before 
making my way to Houma, 

LA. I am married. I have 
two kids and two amaz-
ing grandbabies. I have 
found there is nothing 
like being a grandpar-
ent! 
Did you attend/graduate from col-
lege? School? Years?
 I graduated from Coastal College to 
be a legal assistant. Of course, I decid-
ed that was not my calling, so I moved 

into the sales field. 
What is your title?

 Sales Manager
What are your primary responsibilities?

  Make sure my sales people are taken care 
of and to keep numbers up. I make sure all cus-
tomers are handled to the best of our ability. 

We create most of our advertiser’s com-
mercials. I have voiced a few myself. 

How long have you been 
in the industry? How 
long with Gumbo 94.9 
WGUO?
 I have been in 
sales most of my life. It’s 
the thing I love doing. 

I have been with The Bayou Radio Group for 
over a year. 
What do you like best about Gumbo 94.9 
WGUO?
 I was listening to Gumbo 94.9 long before 
I came to work here. I love the old country 
sound. 
What is most challenging about your job?  Fa-
vorite part of your job?
 I can’t think of any challenges. When you 
love what you do you never really go to work. 
My favorite part of the job is meeting all the 
new people and knowing that I can help them. 
Do you have a fundamental philosophy for life 
or business that you can share?
 . . . if your mind can conceive it, then you can 
achieve it. Where there is a will there is a way! 
Why does Gumbo 94.9 WGUO invest in the 
Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce?
 We enjoy the Houma-Terrebonne Chamber 
of Commerce because it brings business peo-
ple together!

Why should other businesses invest in the 
Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce?
 It is a great way to get your business out 
there and involved with other businesses 
around you. 
Any other news you would like to share?
 The Bayou Radio Group added KCIL 96.7 and 
KJIN to our family this year. We also changed 
our other station to ROCK 97.7, our classic 
rock station. We are here to help every busi-
ness with their advertising needs and to help 
spread whatever word needs to get out to our 
community and beyond.  
 We presently have four stations and will 
be adding one more within the next couple of 
months. 
 Gumbo 94.9 WGUO
 Rock 97.7 KDLC
 96.7 KCIL
 KJIN 1490 am 
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One on One with Gumbo 94.9 WGUO of Bayou Radio Group



SUZANNE NOLFO CARLOS
President/CEO

 Our Chamber was 
founded with members 
who care about the eco-
nomic wellbeing and 
quality of life of our 
community.   Still today, 
a common factor that 
our Chamber members 

have is that they care about the community that supports them.  
 You know that your Chamber membership provides a multi-
tude of networking and marketing opportunities to increase the 
visibility of your business.  I want to remind you that a large part 
of what we do is to advocate for business and economic growth 
in our community, and to educate members on the matters that 
affect your business.  You can be a direct part of the advocacy 
and education by participating in one or more of our commit-
tees.
 The Chamber Development Division assists with improving 
and enhancing the Chamber events and the benefits of being a 
member of the Chamber.  The goal is to increase return on your 

Chamber investment through events and programs.  The Diplo-
mat Committee is part of this division.  Diplomats are volunteers 
from member businesses who assist with Chamber functions 
and meetings, attend ribbon cuttings, and reach out to new and 
existing members.
 The Economic Development & Infrastructure Division moni-
tors issues that affect economic development in the parish and 
works with the parish and other entities to advocate for im-
provements to local infrastructure including roads, bridges, le-
vees, floodgates, and telecommunications.  This year recreation 
reform was a big issue and we will continue to work on moving 
recreation forward in 2018.
 Currently the Community Development Division is made up 
by the Education committee that advocates for quality educa-
tion and workforce development in the public-school system 
as well as Fletcher Technical Community College and Nicholls 
State University, and the Healthcare committee that advocates 
for quality, affordable healthcare.  It monitors healthcare leg-
islation, evaluates reform options that decrease the current 
strain on our nation’s job creators, and educates businesses on 
the possible effects of healthcare legislation.  The Healthcare 
committee started addressing the poor health rankings for Ter-
rebonne Parish this year and this initiative will continue in 2018.

 The Government	Activities	Division	fosters a direct relation-
ship with local, state, and federal officials, and participates in 
public policy decision-making affecting economic and business 
issues. State lobbyist, Eric Sunstrom, works on behalf of the 
Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce in Baton Rouge on 
issues that affect our community and businesses here in Terre-
bonne Parish. 
 We invite you or one of your employees to help us strengthen 
our community and seriously consider joining one of these com-
mittees.
 Merry Christmas!  Happy Hanukah!  And Happy New Year!  
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notes from the President

bourgeoisbennett.com

New Orleans 504.831.4949 | North Shore 985.246.3022 | Houma 985.868.0139 | Thibodaux 985.447.5243

A WORLD OF
EXPERIENCE
IN YOUR
HOME TOWN.

You don’t have to search far and wide for professionals that can handle your most complicated

accounting needs. Bourgeois Bennett brings the power of the industry’s leading staff right to your

neighborhood. We are one of the state’s top accounting and consulting firms offering a myriad

of services from tax planning for businesses and individuals and audit and assurance to litigation

and forensic accounting. We are also your neighbors and eager to share our years of accumulated

knowledge to help you reach your goals or prepare for the unexpected. Call us today and let us show

you how we can help you thrive without leaving home.

Interested in improving 
your community?

Join the Chamber today!
(985) 876-5600



JASON W. BERGERON
2018 Chairman of the Board
Technology Professionals

 As we enter 2018, I am excited and ready 
to lead the Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of 
Commerce board and members as your Chair.  
I am very passionate about our area and the 
Chamber, and feel the responsibility of giving 
back to a chamber that has done so much for 
my company and myself.   Our history includes 
being awarded the Small Business of the Year 
in 2007 and the Chamber Star award in 2015.  
Our company would not be where it is today 
without the Chamber.  One of the mottos I 
live by is “you can’t tell where you are going 
until you know where you have been.”  Our 
company achievements will guide me through 
this year as we move to create an even better 
Chamber of Commerce for our region.
 ‘Uniting Community and Building a Stron-
ger Terrebonne’ is our mission statement.  The 
Chamber is here to assist businesses and bring 
together the community.  To achieve these 
goals, the Chamber developed and continues 
to choose goals that fit into one of four cate-
gories.  These categories in which committees 
have been created are Government Activities, 
Economic Development and Infrastructure, 
Community Development, and Chamber De-
velopment Divisions.  These are the four divi-
sions where the board and members will con-
structively spend time and energy. 
 At our board retreat held in November, we 
reviewed our goals for 2017 and determined 
our vision for 2018.  Here is a quick summary 
of our committees and who will be leading 
them. 
 Chamber Development – LaDonna Cruse 
– Long term goals that define our short-term 
goals include promoting the Chamber through 
social media, website, HTV, continuing our 

Chamber Cares projects, and marketing the 
Chamber.  Since the Chamber provides great 
things for its members and community, we 
want to start more active conversations and 
bring people together.  We plan to develop 
a mentor program where business owners/
managers can tap the resources of other 
members to help grow their business.
 Community Development – Dr. Michael 
Garcia – Long term goals that define short 
term goals are divided into two main catego-
ries:   Health and Education.  Our long-term 
goal in Health is to educate people on drug is-
sues with the opioid crisis.  One of the projects 
to assist in this area is the Health and Wellness 
Expo that will include speakers knowledgeable 
in these areas.  Our long-term goal in Educa-
tion is to bridge the gap between education 
and business by supporting internships and 
working more closely with Terrebonne Foun-
dation for Academic Excellence (TFAE).
 Economic Development / Infrastructure 
– Mitch Marmande – Long terms goals that 
define our short-term goals include support-
ing and monitoring I-49, LA1, North / South 
Corridor, Houma Navigation Canal Dredging, 
Parish Projects, and a separate DOTD district 
for our area.  We also will actively support 
Economic Development, Diversification, and 
Coastal Protection and Restoration. We be-
lieve the parish, South Central Industrial Asso-
ciation (SCIA), and Terrebonne Economic De-
velopment Authority (TEDA), to name a few, 
are very important partners in these efforts to 
comprehensively obtain a more lucrative re-
gion.
 Government	Activities – David Rabalais – 
Long Term goals that define short term goals 
include staying informed on Council, Parish, 
and State projects by monitoring and working 
with our Parish President, Council, and Legis-
lative delegation, along with keeping abreast 

of Capital Outlay projects.  The Governmental 
Activities committee is the political arm of the 
Chamber while the other three committees 
are products of governmental events that af-
fect our community.  
 We are always looking for members who 
want to assist with our committee objec-
tives.  We also want to remind everyone that 
employees of member companies are able to 
participate on these committees and attend 
our many events.  
 We kick off our events of 2018 with the 
89th Annual Chamber Banquet on Wednes-
day, January 24th at 6:00pm at the Civic Cen-
ter.  This is always a great well attended event.  
This year’s speaker is Phil Roop, someone I 
have looked up to my entire life.  He is one of 
the reasons I am the person I am today.  Given 
2 months to live in 1998, he beat cancer twice 
and has traveled the world speaking about his 
experiences and leading organizations.  He is 
president of EPIC (Early Prevention Impacts 
Community) and serves on the boards of 
United Way and Adult & Teen Challenge Mid 
America. 
 Sponsorships and tickets are still 

available by contacting the Chamber office 
at (985) 876-5600 or going to our website at 
www.houmachamber.com.
    The Chamber will continue to collaborate 
with the appropriate agencies, commissions, 
boards, organizations, councils, delegations 
and individuals on the issues and projects that 
impact our community.  The Chamber board 
and staff are here to assist members in any 
way we can.  If we can assist and/or save one 
business while helping our community, we 
have done our job.  Let us know how we can 
help you.
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Raylan J. Alleman, CPA
Houma - Thibodaux

www.allemancpa.com • ralleman@allemancpa.com • (985) 223-2350

• Compilations and Reviews
• Management Accounting and Consulting
• Business Tax Planning and Preparation

• Individual Tax Planning and Preparation
• Estate Tax Planning and Preparation

• Software Support

Personal Attention for your Business

Locally Owned and Operated
25+ years experience in Terrebonne-Lafourche Region



Tyler Blanchard, Classic Business Products and Craig McClain, Ph.D, LUMCON, enjoy the November Business 
After Hours hosted by Designs By Two.  
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Photo Gallery

2018 Chamber Board Chair, Jason Bergeron, Technology Professionals, reviews the goals and accomplish-
ments of the Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce at the annual Board Retreat at Ellendale.  Board 
members and staff also set the objectives and priorities for 2018.

Jeff Tauzin with Doug’s Refrigeration prepares to cut the ribbon at the grand opening of their Houma loca-
tion.  Doug’s Refrigeration provides heating, air conditioning, plumbing, electrical and insulation services 
to businesses and residents.  Call 985-446-1111 to schedule an appointment or visit http://www.calldougs.
com for more information. To read more about the ribbon cutting, check out Doug’s	Refrigeration	Announc-
es	Grand	Opening	of	New	Houma	Location on page 10.

The 2018 Terrebonne’s Young Achievers pose at a special luncheon held in their honor sponsored by Busi-
ness First Bank.  Pictured (left to right): Suzanne Nolfo Carlos, Chamber President/CEO, Honoree John Poien-
cot, Assistant Chief at Bayou Cane Fire Protection District, Honoree Justin Ward, Food & Beverage Manager 
at Courtyard by Marriott, Honoree Jeremy Davis, Environmental Services Manager at Leonard J Chabert 
Medical Center, Honoree Nicholas Hebert, CFO/General Counsel for Quality Energy Services, Honoree Nikki 
Robichaux, Owner/Entrepreneur at Fig Café, Chamber Chairperson Kate Theriot, Coaching for Change, LLC,  
Gloria Navarro, Market President for Business First Bank, and 2018 Chamber Chairman Jason Bergeron, 
Technology Professionals.

Nikki Robichaux, Fig Café, Matt Isch, and Janet Robichaux, Fig Café, network at November’s Business After 
Hours hosted by Designs By Two.  Designs By Two is an interior design studio located at 7887 Main Street, 
Ste 106 in Houma.  Visit their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/designsbytwo to learn more 
about Designs By Two or call (985) 868-9438 to schedule a design consultation.

Andy Boudreaux, Security, Safety & Consulting, LLC and Mandy and Chris Friloux, Mandy Friloux Photogra-
phy visit during November’s Business After Hours hosted by Designs By Two.  Stop by and visit Designs By 
Two’s interior design boutique at 7887 Main Street, Ste 106 in Houma. 



Parish President Gordon Dove along with Michel Claudet, Claudet Properties, Leonard Simmons Jr., Board 
Chair of the Renaissance Neighborhood Development Corporation, Terrebonne Parish officials, and special 
guests cut the ribbon at Academy Place, an independent senior living community located in downtown 
Houma.  Academy Place was originally a school building built in 1931 that has been beautifully restored 
with all of the modern amenities you need.  For more information call 985-879-1794 or visit http://acad-
emyplacehouma.com.

Dr. Willie Smith, Interim Director of South Central Louisiana Technical College, Benny Cenac, Cenac Marine 
Services, Dr. Natalie Harder, SLCC Chancellor, Stevie Smith, LCTCS Board of Supervisors, and Father Simon 
Peter of St. Bridget Church dedicate a barge for workforce training in Louisiana at Cenac Marine Services 
in Houma. To read more about the dedication, check out Cenac	Marine	Donates	Marine	Barge	to	SLCC	for	
Workforce	Development	Training on page 10.
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Photo Gallery

Katherine Gilbert-Theriot, Terrebonne Economic Development Authority, Brenda Babin, Busy Bee Clinic, LLC, 
Jay Theriot, and Ernie Babin, Elks Lodge #1193 pose for a picture during Designs By Two’s November Busi-
ness After Hours.

Crystal Crosby and Madonna Scurlock, Designs By Two, present Chris Friloux, Mandy Friloux Photography 
with a door prize. Thanks to Designs By Two for hosting November’s Business After Hours.

Chamber Board members Janel Ricca, Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center, and Bill Eroche, Watkins, Walker, 
Eroche and Hoychick Attorneys at Law, attend the November Business After Hours hosted by Designs By 
Two.  

Dr. Jeffrey Rau, Rau Plastic Surgery, prepares to cut the ribbon during his open house event.  Rau Plastic 
Surgery is located at 5619 LA 311, Suite C in Houma.  For more information or to schedule an appointment 
call (985) 709-0467 or visit https://rauplastics.com to learn more.
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New Members
Houma Machine & Propeller
Gisele Andras
(985) 580-4045
813 Highway 182
Houma, Louisiana 70364
http://www.houmamachineandpropeller.com
Marine Supply

Houma Paint & Industrial Supply, LLC
Blair Hebert
(985) 879-4351
802 Highway 182
Houma, Louisiana 70364
Paint - Marine & Industrial

Main Iron Works, LLC
Lloyd Guidry
(985) 876-6302
148 Old Ferry Road
Houma, Louisiana 70364
Marine Industry Shipbuilding & Repairs

Southern Power & Equipment, LLC
Howard LeBoeuf
(985) 851-1242
802 Highway 182
Houma, Louisiana 70364
http://www.spehouma.com
Generators - Sales

Theriot Machine Works, LLC
Richard Theriot
(985) 594-7848
805 Highway 182
Houma, Louisiana 70364
Machine	Shop,	Manufacturing
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Designed  
with your  
family in mind.

Home + Life

23
24

12

Stephanie Hebert

985-868-1886

854 Grand Caillou Road

Houma

shebert@allstate.com

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co., Allstate Property and Casualty Ins. Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Ins. Co. and affiliates: 2775 
Sanders Rd., Northbrook, IL 60062. In areas where Allstate home products are not available, home policies may be written by a third-party company not affiliated with Allstate. 
Allstate TrueFit is a term life insurance to age 95 policy issued by Allstate Assurance Co., 3075 Sanders Rd., Northbrook, IL 60062, and is available in most states with 
contract/series ICC14AC1/AC14-1. In New York, issued by Allstate Life Ins. Co. of New York, Home Office: Hauppauge, NY. Allstate TrueFit is available with contract NYLU818. This 
policy has exclusions, limitations and terms that may affect coverage, renewal, cancellation, termination or other contractual rights and benefits. © 2017 Allstate Ins. Co.

Protect what you’ve worked hard for.

No matter where you live or what kind of 

home you have, I can help you find 

coverage that fits your needs. Plus, 

Allstate TrueFit® Life Insurance could 

be customized to help pay off your 

mortgage so your loved ones have one 

less thing to worry about if you’re gone. 

Call me today. 

Let me help you rest easy 

knowing your family is protected. 

Clune named 6th president at Nicholls 
State University
The University of Louisiana System Board of Supervisors announced the selection of Dr. Jay Clune 
as the university’s 6th president, effective Jan. 1, 2018.

(L to R) Allison Clune, Caroline Clune, Jay Clune, and Gabrille Clune

 Lofton Staffing & Security 
service, a regional leader in 
the staffing industry, is very 
excited to announce that our 
new and refreshed website 
is now live.  The updated 
site includes changes to 
navigation and dropdown 
menus for both mobile and 
desktop versions.  We have 
also streamlined the struc-
ture of our content, so both 
job seekers and clients get 
more from a quick read with 

less clicks.  The new mobile 
platform allows job seekers 
to complete an application 
through their mobile devices 
and gives current Lofton em-
ployees more interactive ca-
pabilities, including access-
ing their Lofton profile and 
accessing payroll records.
 Among other new fea-
tures, the site contains Lof-
ton branch pages to foster 
improved communication 
with our employees and cli-

ents at a local level.  The site 
also contains integrated so-
cial media buttons for Face-
book, LinkedIn and Twitter.  
We will be constantly updat-
ing our content with helpful 
information, articles, blogs, 
newsletters, company an-
nouncements and both cli-
ent and employee testimoni-
als throughout the site.  Visit 
our site at www.loftonstaff-
ing.com. 

Lofton Staffing & Security Services 
Launches New Website

Levron Retires, Fontenot and Landry 
Named New Management Conference 
Chair and Vice Chair
 The Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary 
Program (BTNEP) held its 81st Management 
Conference meeting on November 2, 2017 
at Nicholls State University. At the meeting, 
Al Levron officially announced his retirement 
as Chairperson after serving 15 years and Dr. 
Quenton Fontenot, head and Professor of 
Biological Sciences at Nicholls State Univer-
sity and Ms. Jean Landry, Director The Nature 
Conservancy, were elected as the new Chair-
person and Vice Chairperson. 
 Levron has been involved with BTNEP since 
its inception. In 1986, as an ambitious young 
man, he recognized that it was possible to get 
the Barataria-Terrebonne area recognized as 

an estuary of national significance through 
Section 320 of the Clean Water Act. 
 BTNEP Program Director, Susan Testroet-
Bergeron stated, “The program is honored by 
the service that Levron provided by nominat-
ing us to be a national estuary program in the 
1990s as well as for his many years of service 
as our chairperson.” 
 Fontenot, who has been a professor at 
Nicholls for over 17 years, has been involved 
with the BTNEP management conference for 
the past 15 years. Landry has been involved 
with the BTNEP management conference for 
over 16 years and has been with The Nature 
Conservancy for 17 years. 
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Entergy Louisiana Celebrates Southeast 
Region with We Power Life Event

 Entergy Louisiana celebrated local organi-
zations and nonprofit agencies during the We 
Power Life – Southeast Region event at Chef 
John Folse Culinary Institute. 
 “At Entergy, we’re not just looking at what’s 
on the horizon for today, tomorrow, or next 
year. We want our communities to prosper 
for years to come,” said Phillip May, president 
and CEO of Entergy Louisiana. 
 Entergy shareholders invested more than 
$10.9 million in charitable contributions to 

Louisiana nonprofits and community part-
ners in 2016. The monies have gone toward 
projects that range from education and anti-
poverty initiatives to economic development 
and the environment.
 Agencies that won additional partner ap-
preciation grants included Girl Scouts Loui-
siana East, Village of Napoleonville, Bayou 
Country Children’s Museum, South Louisiana 
Economic Council and Barataria-Terrebonne 
Estuary	Foundation.

 Terrebonne General Medi-
cal Center (TGMC) is proud to 
welcome Dr. Jeremy Rau to 
our esteemed active medi-
cal staff. Dr. Rau will work in 
the TGMC Radiology Depart-
ment.   
 Dr. Rau earned his medical 
doctorate from LSU Health 
Sciences Center – Shreve-
port. He interned in internal 
medicine at Ochsner Health 
System in New Orleans, and 

completed his diagnostic 
radiology residency at the 
University of South Alabama 
Hospitals in Mobile, AL. 
 Dr. Rau, a native to Houma 
and certified by the Ameri-
can Board of Radiology and 
belongs to numerous profes-
sional memberships, includ-
ing the American College of 
Radiology, Southern Radio-
logical Society and the Radio-
logical Society of Louisiana.

TGMC Welcomes Radiologist 
Dr. Jeremy Rau

 Nicholls State University will continue an 
initiative that focuses on bringing underrepre-
sented students to campus thanks to another 
donation from Entergy Corp. 
 The $10,000 donation will fund Tour Tues-
day presented by Entergy, a program that 
sends charter buses to area high schools to 
the Nicholls campus. 
 “Tour Tuesday gives students, who might 
not believe college is a possibility, exposure 
to what higher education has to offer and 
stimulates interest in furthering their studies,” 
said Phillip May, president and CEO of Entergy 
Louisiana. “At Entergy, we believe the future 
is bright and, by supporting this program, we 
help ensure that it is. This partnership with 
Nicholls State University is a part of a shared 

goal of building healthy, vibrant communities 
for not only today’s generation, but for gener-
ations to come. Together, we can power life.”
 Nicholls works with guidance counselors 
at the high schools to identify first-generation 
and low-income high school students who 
meet Nicholls admissions standards. Those 
students are then transported to campus 
where they are given a tour and an overview 
of academic programs and student organiza-
tions. 
 “We want to thank Entergy for providing 
funding to support the Tour Tuesday pro-
gram,” said Alex Arceneaux, chief of staff and 
acting executive director of enrollment ser-
vices. 

Nicholls receives donation from Entergy
to continue Tour Tuesday

Southdown Mini Storage Announces New 
Addition to Staff
 Southdown Mini Storage 
is excited to announce their 
newest addition to their staff, 
Ms. Susan Clause.  
 Clause brings twenty plus 
years of financial and admin-
istrative experience to the 
team.  She is a Houma native 
and a 1978 Graduate of Ter-
rebonne High School.  Her 
experience includes being 
part of the management suc-
cess of local businesses such 
as The Courier and Regions 

Bank.
 “We are so thrilled to have 
Susan with Southdown Mini 
Storage. She’s perfect for this 
position and I am confident 
that her experience will be 
an asset to our company,” 
said owner Roslyn Chauvin.
 If you have any storage 
needs or want to learn more 
about Southdown Mini Stor-
age, call Susan at 985-873-
2989.

Doug’s Refrigeration Announces Grand 
Opening of New Houma Location
 Doug’s Refrigeration is proud to announce 
the grand opening of its new Houma location 
at 114 C Enterprise Drive. This new location 
will allow Doug’s to expand its home services 
by providing faster and higher quality service 
to its customers in the area. Houma’s office 
will include mechanical engineers on staff and 
a new team of professionals who are certified 
specifically on removal of mildew and spores. 
 Family owned and operated, Doug’s has 

proudly served Louisiana’s community since 
1988 and is always actively looking for ways to 
grow and improve.  “We saw this, not only as 
an opportunity to grow as a business, but also 
to give our customers more choices for expert 
HVAC, plumbing, and electrical services for 
their homes and businesses,” said Jeff Tauzin, 
Vice President of Doug’s.  To schedule an ap-
pointment, please call (985) 746-1116.

 CEO of Cenac Marine Services, Benny 
Cenac, and company has donated a fully re-
furbished barge to South Louisiana Commu-
nity College’s (SLCC) Workforce Development 
Training program. In a ceremony held at Cenac 
Marine Services Headquarters, the fully re-
stored barge was presented to the SLCC ad-
ministration and staff. The event included a 
christening of the barge, a name reveal, and a 
reception.
 The need for updated equipment became 
evident during a visit amongst Cenac employ-
ees and Captain Carl Moore, Assistant Dean of 
Marine Operations. The barge, measuring 158 
feet by 40 feet, replicates a standard Cenac 
Marine Services tank barge and will be used 
for the school’s training of the next genera-
tion of maritime industry leaders. The barge 
will be located in Munson Slip in Houma. SLCC 
tankerman training will take place there when 
utilized.

 Jermaine Ford, SLCC’s Associate Vice Presi-
dent for Economic and Workforce Develop-
ment stated, “When partners like Cenac Ma-
rine Services make an equipment donation 
like this reconditioned barge, they are directly 
contributing to a well-qualified workforce in 
our region. This barge will be a classroom for 
our students and is a learning environment 
that is second-to-none in providing real-world 
experience. Our students will be better pre-
pared to tackle jobs in the oil and gas industry 
because of this partnership and this dona-
tion.”
 Mr. Cenac is honored to be able to help his 
community and local education programs. 
“Terrebonne Parish is and always will be near 
and dear to our hearts here at Cenac as our 
birthplace,” Cenac said. “This company will al-
ways invest in continuing to produce the best 
marine personnel in the business. This also as-
sists in making training more readily available.

Cenac Marine Donates Marine Barge to 
SLCC for Workforce Development Training
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 Nicholls State University 
announced a $200,000 dona-
tion to the nursing program 
and $80,000 for the creation 
of an endowed professorship 
in nursing thanks to the gen-
erosity of Mike and Blanche 
Callais and their daughters, 
Leah and Rachel. 
 Leah and Rachel Callais 
donated $100,000 each for 
two computer labs in Ayo 
Hall to support the nursing 
program. Their parents, Mike 
and Blanche Callais, have 
made a donation to create 
the Sister Mary Roland Bien-
venu, RSN Endowed Profes-
sorship. 
 The Nicholls nursing pro-

gram is one of the top pro-
grams in the state, with 96 
percent of graduates passing 
the national licensure exam 
on their first try - higher than 
their state and national peers 
- and 100 percent of gradu-
ates are employed or enter 
graduate school after they 
leave Nicholls. 
 “The Callais gift is very 
generous and most appre-
ciated,” said Dr. Sue West-
brook, dean of the College 
of Nursing and Allied Health. 
“The students use these labs 
for testing and enhancing 
learning through computer-
assisted instruction through-
out their degree program. 

This generous gift will benefit 
nursing students at Nicholls 
in perpetuity.”

Nicholls nursing receives donation to improve facilities, 
create endowed professorship

Rachel and Leah Callais present a check to Dr. Bruce Murphy, Nich-
olls president, and Jeremy Becker, executive director of the Nicholls 
Foundation.

PHOTO BY JERAD DAVID/NICHOLLS STATE UNIVERSITY

Houma Area Convention and Visitors Bureau Seeking Event Listings 
for Terrebonne Parish 2018 Calendar of Events Publishing
 The Houma Area CVB is currently seeking listings for all 
events taking place in Terrebonne Parish to be published on 
the 2018 HoumaTravel.com calendar as well as to be circulated 
to other local, state, and national print and online publications. 
This service is completely free to event organizers. 
 Any event, regardless of size, may be submitted if it takes 
place within Terrebonne Parish and is open to the public. When 
submitting your event, please be sure to include:  Name of the 

event; Date(s) of the event; Location and address of the event; 
Public contact name, phone number, and/or email address 
for the event; Any website or social media links pertaining to 
the event; Cost of admission; Brief summary of event; Any lo-
gos, flyers, or images for event (must be .jpg, .pdf, or .png); 
Make submissions to joni.duet@houmatravel.com  or online at 
http://houmatravel.com/events/submit_event.

Danos Secures West Africa Fabrication Contract
 Danos has been awarded a fabrica-
tion contract by a major oil and gas pro-
ducer subsidiary operating in Equatorial 
Guinea. The scope of work comprises 
the fabrication of a 50-by-60-foot deck 
section and all associated piping for an 
upgraded compressor on the producer’s 
offshore platform. 

 The deck will be fabricated at Danos’ 
Amelia Integrated Services Complex, 
involving 45 craft personnel over 4 
months.
 “We’re proud to be chosen by this 
producer as their partner for this proj-
ect,” said Mark Danos, vice president of 
project services for Danos. “We have a 

trusted partnership built on reliability, 
operational excellence and continuous 
safety, quality, delivery and cost (SQDC) 
improvement. Together, we have suc-
cessfully executed projects from Equa-
torial Guinea to the deep waters of the 
Gulf of Mexico.”

 For the fourth consecu-
tive year, Shell Oil Company 
will fund the Energy Venture 
Camps at Fletcher Technical 
Community College to en-
gage area youth about ca-
reers in the energy industry. 
 “When community colleg-
es and the energy industry 
work together, we can build 
an effective talent pipeline of 
the future, “said Greg Smith, 

President, Shell Pipeline 
Company. 
 The innovative Energy 
Venture Camps engage area 
high school students about 
various careers in the energy 
industry and what education 
is needed. The camp incor-
porates Fletcher’s unique 
Integrated Production Tech-
nologies (IPT) program with 
a focus on upstream opera-

tions. In addition, support 
from Shell will help current 
students in the IPT program 
achieve a greater level of ac-
ademic success with tutoring 
and soft skills such as com-
munication, critical thinking, 
and teamwork. 
 This unique, hands-on 
learning opportunity was 
customized for Fletcher’s IPT 
students to deepen their un-

derstanding of deep water 
principals and expose them 
to industry safety and cul-
ture during simulated “real-
world” platform shifts.  Learn 
more about careers in en-
ergy by visiting http://www.
fletcher.edu/programs/inte-
grated-production-technolo-
gies.

Shell Funds Student Camps to Increase Energy
Career Awareness



LUNG CANCER CAN BE TREATED,
AND EVEN CURED, If Caught Early 

Consider a CT Scan for 
Lung Cancer if You are a 

Smoker or Former Smoker

More people die from lung cancer than of colon, 
breast and prostate cancers —combined.

A low-dose CT scan can help lower your risk of dying 

from lung cancer and most private insurance as 

well as Medicare covers the cost of yearly lung cancer 

screenings for smokers and former smokers.

Call 985.493.4008 for more information about  
lung cancer screening.

Talk to your physician or 
contact Pulmonologists   
Dr. LaSandra Barton,  
Dr. Brian Parker or Dr. David 
Patten at 985.493.4933 
or Dr. Roger Stueben at 
985.447.5864.


