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Chairman of the Board
Jason Bergeron

Chamber Development Committee

Technology Professionals

12:00 p.m., Chamber office
For more information call (985) 876-5600

Chairman-Elect
Chad Hebert

Education Committee Meeting

Gulf South Employer Services, LLC

3:30 p.m., Chamber office
For more information call (985) 876-5600

A Night for Goodness Sake

Treasurer
Chuck Weaver, Jr.

				
				
				
				

6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
With parking at 1228 St. Charles Street, Houma near Taco Bell with shuttle bus service to event
Tickets are $100 and available at www.chabertmcf.org/
For more information: samhotard1@gmail.com

Vice Chairman-Community Development Division
Michael Garcia, MD

		3/12		

Infrastructure/Economic Development Committee Meeting

South Louisiana Medical Associates

				
				

12:00 p.m., Chamber office
For more information call (985) 876-5600

		3/13		

Business 2 Buisness Luncheon

Stephanie Hebert Insurance Agency

				
				
				

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Plantation Inn of Houma, 1381 West Tunnel Boulevard
Sponsorship still available
For more information call (985) 876-5600

Vice Chairman-Infrastructure & Economic Develop. Div.
Mitchell Marmande

3/13

South Louisiana Financial Services, LLC

Vice Chairman-Chamber Development Division
LaDonna Cruse

Delta Coast Consultants, LLC

Courtney Cole - Empowering Education Tour

				
				

Community Fair 5:30 p.m., Show Time 6:00 p.m. at 1407 Highway 311, Schriever, Main Campus Atrium
For more information visit http://www.fletcher.edu/

Vice Chairman-Government Activities Division
David Rabalais

		3/14		

Health Committee Meeting

Terrebonne Port Commission

				
				

8:00 a.m., Chamber office
For more information call (985) 876-5600

		3/15		

Business After Hours

Immediate Past Chairman
Kathleen “Kate” Theriot

				
				

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., Homewood Suites by Hilton Houma, 142 Citi Place Drive
For more information call (985) 876-5600

		3/27		

General Membership Luncheon with other local Chambers

				
				
				

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., The Cypress Columns, 157 Tourist Drive, Gray
Sponsored by Terrebonne Foundation for Academic Excellence
Speaker: Congressman Garret Graves

		3/28		

Government Activities Meeting

				
				

12:00 p.m., Chamber office
For more information call (985) 876-5600

		3/30		

Good Friday - Office Closed

Coaching for Change, LLC

BOARD MEMBERS:
Melissa Adams
Logan “Hank” Babin III

Terrebonne General Medical Center

Danos

Logan H. Babin, Inc.

Morrison Terrebonne
Lumber+Hardware

Terrebonne Ford

On the Cover:

This past January, the Chamber honored several Chamber members at its 89th Annual Banquet.
Featured in the photos on the cover are (Top Photo, left to right) Chamber Community Champion Award
winner, Mike Barker of Barker Buick GMC and 2018 Chamber Chairman, Jason Bergeron of
Technology Professionals, LLC/TechPro. (Left Photo) Chamber Star winner, Dr. Gary Wiltz of Teche Action Clinic.
(Right Photo, left to right) 2018 Chamber Treasurer, Chuck Weaver, Jr. of South Louisiana Financial
Services, LLC, Distinguished Diplomat winner, Katherine Theriot of the Terrebonne Economic
Development Authority, and 2018 Chamber Chairman, Jason Bergeron.

Kevin Ghirardi
Doug Gregory

Ann Barker

For more information about Chamber Events call (985) 876-5600 or Email: info@houmachamber.com
Events in red denotes Chamber events

William Eroche

Watkins, Walker, Eroche and
Hoychick Attorneys at Law

Joe Bennett

U-Drop Packing & Shipping

Natalie Campbell

Mike Lewis

Big Mike’s BBQ Smokehouse

Janel Ricca

Campbell Technology
Consultants, LLC

Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center

Roslyn Chauvin

Coastal Commerce Bank

John Rogers

Southdown Mini Storage

Mona Martin Christen
Mona & Company, Inc.

Michel Claudet
Claudet Properties

Brian Rushing
Rushing Media

Kristine Strickland, PhD
L.E. Fletcher Technical
Community College

STAFF:
Suzanne Nolfo Carlos

Helana Blum

President and CEO
suzanne@houmachamber.com

Administrative Assistant
helana@houmachamber.com

Betsy Breerwood

Events Coordinator
betsy@houmachamber.com

Kay Thibodeaux

Membership Coordinator
kay@houmachamber.com

Danielle Evans

Communications Specialist
danielle@houmachamber.com

6133 Hwy.311 | Houma, LA 70360 | 985.876.5600 | Fax 985.876.5611 | www.houmachamber.com
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notes from the

President

Emotional Intelligence and Self-Awareness
know when to reach out for assistance.  You’re good at setting up an event but may need some
help writing the press release for the event.  
Being open minded is another strength that will improve your self-awareness.  Understanding
that you don’t necessarily have all the answers or all the knowledge and being open to learning
new information will serve you well.  This includes being curious about people and all they have
to offer.  The more open you are to others, the more effective you can become, whether you’re a
supervisor or employee that’s part of the team.
Another key step is to take time each day to reflect, to focus on the important things in life, not
just the immediate.  This can be done in several ways, including meditating, praying, taking a long
walk, or journaling.  It’s quiet time for you to clear you head and think about what’s truly important, or maybe to think about nothing at all.
Developing self-awareness is a key component in advancing your chances for success.  Here are
a couple of quotes on self-awareness to inspire and entertain you:
• “Most people do not listen with the intent to understand: they listen with the intent to
reply.   They’re either speaking or preparing to speak. They’re filtering everything through
their own paradigms, reading their autobiography into other people’s lives.”  Stephen Covey
•  “Everything that irritates us about others can lead us to an understanding of ourselves.” Carl Jung
• “Wisdom tends to grow in proportion to one’s awareness of one’s ignorance.” Anthony de Mello
• “Self-awareness is our capacity to stand apart from ourselves and examine our thinking, our
motives, our history, our scripts, our actions, and our habits and tendencies.” Stephen Covey
• “Watch your thoughts; they become words.   Watch your words; they become
actions.   Watch your actions; they become habits.   Watch your habits; they
become character.  Watch your character; it becomes your destiny.”  Lao Tzu

SUZANNE NOLFO CARLOS
President/CEO
Emotional intelligence is a concept developed by psychologist Daniel Goleman that consists of five elements –
self-regulation which was the topic for last month’s Focus
article, self-awareness, motivation, empathy, and social
skills.
     This month I would like to bring your attention to the
importance of self-awareness, the conscious knowledge
of one’s own character, feelings, motives, and desires.  It
plays an important part in having better relationships and a more fulfilling life.   Someone who is
self-aware has a good understanding of what truly makes them tick and realizes how they relate
to others.  
Developing self-awareness is important both in the workplace as well as at home.  By examining
ourselves we can adjust our behavior so that we may deal with co-workers in a positive manner.
By understanding what upsets or annoys us, we can improve our self-control. And by recognizing
our strengths and weaknesses, we can learn how to manage them and reach our goals.  
The first step towards self-awareness is to objectively assess your past experiences and influencers.  Look at the people and events that have shaped your life.  
You also need to objectively examine your own actions and reactions.  However, it’s difficult to
be objective when we think about ourselves, and how others see us can be quite different from
what we think they see.  So, get honest feedback from people you trust.  
Examining your strengths and weaknesses increases your self-awareness and allows you to

A WORLD OF
EXPERIENCE
IN YOUR
HOME TOWN.

You don’t have to search far and wide for professionals that can handle your most complicated
accounting needs. Bourgeois Bennett brings the power of the industry’s leading staff right to your
neighborhood. We are one of the state’s top accounting and consulting firms offering a myriad
of services from tax planning for businesses and individuals and audit and assurance to litigation
and forensic accounting. We are also your neighbors and eager to share our years of accumulated
knowledge to help you reach your goals or prepare for the unexpected. Call us today and let us show
you how we can help you thrive without leaving home.

bourgeoisbennett.com
New Orleans 504.831.4949 | North Shore 985.246.3022 | Houma 985.868.0139 | Thibodaux 985.447.5243
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Chairman’s

Message

JASON W. BERGERON
2018 Chairman of the Board
Technology Professionals

• Evaluate and establish better ways to reach out
   to non-members and members.  
• Review and improve the Diplomat program.  
Another important program for chamber members is actually an opportunity to grow your business.  I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity to participate in some programs to help me run
and grow our business.  I obtained information from
programs such as the Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small
Business, LED CEO Roundtables, and Business Owners Solution Symposium (BOSS).  On a daily basis, I
was able to apply what I learned, and make improvements to our business. The participants learned just
as much, if not more, from the other participants in
the program as we did from the program itself.  Concepts like this can be provided to chamber
members to assist with your businesses.  These programs have made us the company we are
today.  I encourage you to consider participating in either the Goldman Sachs and/or LED CEO
Roundtables.   The LED CEO Roundtables are a good entry point with the next step being the
10,000 Small Business program. See related article on page 13. You can access these links for
more info: Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Business:  https://10ksbapply.com/ and LED CEO Roundtable:  https://www.opportunitylouisiana.com/small-business/.
Please remember that our staff, board, and committees are always hustling.  We are working
hard for our members and the community.  The information we provide will hopefully help you
make informed decisions.  I always say that “Nothing beats passion!”  We can always use more
help. If you are interested in participating in any of these initiatives, contact the Chamber at (985)
876-5600.

We are not far off from finishing the first quarter of the year.  The Chamber staff, board, and
committees have been passionately working to lay the foundation and start the planning process
of the specific measurable tasks for this year.
As I entered my year as chair, I wanted to ensure that our member businesses receive up to a
10-fold return on their membership investment dollars.  We can do this by working closely with
our committees.  
In this issue, I want to discuss a committee that is near and dear to my heart.  I feel the Chamber Development Committee has the largest direct measurable impact on our members.  I would
like to thank LaDonna Cruse, our Division Chair, and Janel Ricca, our Committee Chair, for heading
up the Chamber Development Committee this year.  They have made a commitment to assure our
members receive the best information to assist businesses and our community.
Let’s take this opportunity to provide more information on the Chamber Development Committee.  We want to provide information to our members so they can make informed decisions.  
A few of our main tasks this year are:
• Increase the frequency of Lunch & Learns each month.  Some of these will be info on:
o Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Business Program
o Mental Health and Drug Awareness
o Information on how to work with and have a better understanding of government
o Technology / Social Media
• Create a mentor program for member businesses
o Programs like Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Business and LED CEO Roundtable (both
   discussed a little later) helped our business. The mentor program will let businesses
   help other businesses grow and become more successful.
• Evaluate our current events and possible new events
o Expand on the Business 2 Business event along with evaluating and establishing a
   Speed Dating with a Pro event.
• Increase partnership activities with other chambers and business organizations.
o Promotion and collaboration with Leadership Terrebonne.  Leadership Terrebonne is
   a program that provides networking opportunities and leadership skills while
   learning about our parish.
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Shell Boost Program Hosted Fletcher Technical Community
College’s Integrated Production Technologies Students
Shell Robert Training Facility hosted Fletcher Technical
Community College’s Integrated Production Technologies
(IPT) students for the third
time in a modified BOOST
(Basic Offshore Operations
Skills Training) program. To
date, Fletcher has had thirty
students participate in the
BOOST program. This unique,
hands-on learning opportunity was customized for Fletcher students to deepen their
understanding of deepwater
principles and expose them to
industry culture during simulated “real-world” production
platform operations. Fletcher

IPT instructors collaborated
with Shell trainers to create
a curriculum that built upon
the theories taught in the IPT
program and blended technical classroom instruction with
practical hands on experience.
Through grant funds from
ConocoPhillips and Shell, the
cost of the program is reduced
and students pay the tuition
and fees for a 3 credit hour
course. For more information
about Fletcher’s Integrated
Production Technologies Program, please contact Herbert
McCoy, department head, at
985-448-5905 or herbert.mccoy@fletcher.edu

Fletcher’s 2018 Spring Semester Integrated Production Technologies
Students: Left to Right: Awshantta Broomfield, Brook Perrilloux, Bailey
Gaiennie, Svannah Davis, Gordon Bourque, Cade Menuet, Derrick Lam,
Justin Babin, Donovan Kraut, and Joaquin Longoria

TPLS and the Friends of the Library Present the
15th Annual Jambalaya Writers’ Conference
The Friends of the Terrebonne Public Library and the Terrebonne Parish
Library System proudly announce the
15th annual Jambalaya Writers’ Conference, slated for March 3, 2018 at the
Main Branch Library.
R.L. Stine, best known for his Goosebumps and Fear Street collections, will
deliver the keynote address. Stine will
also host an afternoon question-andanswer session as well as a session just
for children ages 7 -15.
The Guinness Book of World Records
has cited R.L. Stine as the best-selling

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber

of

series author in history, having sold over
400 million copies of his Goosebumps
series alone. His empire has expanded
through television, video games, and
most recently, the movies, where Stine
was portrayed by celebrity Jack Black.
New York Times and USA Today bestselling author Joshilyn Jackson will also
make an appearance. Jackson is the author of several genre-defying Southern
Gothic novels, including “The Girl Who
Stopped Swimming, “Gods in Alabama,”
and, most recently, “The Almost Sisters.”
Fans of young adult and urban fan-

Commerce Focus/January 25, 2018

tasy will look forward to a presentation
by Melissa Marr, author of the Wicked
Lovely and Untamed City series.
Pre-registration is $35, and $40 at
the door the day of the conference. Students may register for $10. Conference
goers must register to attend the keynote presentation and to be provided a
lunch ticket.
Registration forms and a full listing of
speakers can be found at mytpl.org/jwc.
Contact Jessi Suire at 985-850-5301 or
jwc@mytpl.org for more information.
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Board Member Spotlight

Board Member Spotlight
LaDonna Cruse

Michael J. Garcia, MD FACS

Senior Licensed Sales Producer
Stephanie Hebert Insurance Agency
Phone: (985) 872-0201

Medical Director
Leonard J. Chabert Medical Center

Chamber Development Division Chair

Community Development Division Chair
Attending Surgeon

Areas of Expertise:
General Surgery, Management in Multispecialty Physician
Group Practice, Electrical Engineering (prior career)
Other Interests:
Enjoy electrical projects, sports, hunting, travel, and cheering on my sons as they have
passed thru college, professional schools, and beyond.
Why did you join the Chamber?
South Louisiana Medical Associates have been a member of the Chamber for many years
and have been an active supporter of the Chamber’s mission to help businesses  prosper in
our parish.
Why do you serve on the Board of Directors?
To help bring Chabert Medical Center into the eyes of the business community as a successful hospital both financially and in areas of medical care quality, and to expose the community to the tremendous graduate medical education work being performed to resupply
our community and region with medical doctors.
What is the Chamber’s role in the business community?
To identify anti-business pressures and create possible solutions to be used by politicians
and other parties for offsetting and advancing business successes, no matter what the nature
of the business.

Areas of Expertise:
I have worked in the insurance industry since 2000, and with
Stephanie Hebert Insurance Agency since 2009.  I currently specialize in property and casualty insurance more on the personal lines
side.
Other Interests:
Family, dancing, and soccer (kids)
Why did you join the Chamber?
I joined the Chamber to network with other businesses in the community.
Why do you serve on the Board of Directors?
By serving on the board it gives me an opportunity to give back to the community and
bring new ideas to the Chamber.
What is the Chamber’s role in the business community?
The Chamber helps local businesses promote their business.  It gives them a chance to
have a voice about issues within the community and, not only unites businesses, but helps
unite the community as a whole.

Chamber Staff Spotlight
Kay Porche Thibodeaux
Membership Services Coordinator

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce
kay@houmachamber.com
Phone: (985) 876-5600
Years at Chamber:
39 years
Responsibilities:
My primary responsibility is membership sales but when you
work for the Chamber, you do a little bit of everything.  
Areas of Expertise:
Because I have worked at the Chamber for so many years, I guess my biggest area of
expertise is knowledge of the history of the organization since 1979.      
Other Interests:
Family & Friends, Saints, Gardening, Cooking, Movies
What do you see is the Chamber’s role in this community?
The way I see it, our role is to provide opportunities for our members but it’s up to the
members to take advantage of the opportunities.  We provide opportunities to learn what’s
going on in the parish, to meet and network with other business owners and employees at
our events, to get involved in committees, to advertise at affordable rates, to have fun!  In
addition to what we provide for our members, we provide lots of information to the general
public.   We are a clearinghouse of information for the general public.
Why do you work for the Chamber?
I love people and working for the Chamber gives me the opportunity to meet so many
diverse people and I love helping people.  Every day I get to help somebody!
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Eric Yeates

Medical • Life
Dental • Vision
Accident
Disability
Critical Illness
Wellness Plans

Agency Owner

985-873-2337
www.ADDvantageCARE.com
4708 West Main Street Houma, LA 70360
HT-C005A1249
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Photo Gallery

Several award winners and Chamber board members pose for a picture after the Annual Banquet. From
left to right are Chamber Community Champion Award winner - Mike Barker of Barker Buick GMC, Chamber
Treasurer - Chuck Weaver, Jr. of South Louisiana Financial Services, LLC, American Legion Teenager of the
Year - Adeline Martin of South Terrebonne High School, Distinguished Diplomat - Katherine Theriot of the
Terrebonne Economic Development Authority, The Courier’s Most Useful Citizen Award winner - Michel
Claudet of Claudet Properties, and Chamber Chairman - Jason Bergeron of Technology Professionals, LLC/
TechPro.

The Honorable Randall L. Bethancourt, swears in Chamber Chairman, Jason Bergeron, Technology Professionals, LLC/TechPro, and the 2018 Board of Directors at the Annual Chamber Banquet on January 24th,
2018.

Sara Strader, Amanda Martin, Tessa Hendrix, and Curtis Eberts cut the ribbon with Ascent Health employees
and Chamber diplomats. Ascent Health is located at 1198 Barrow Street and you can learn more about their
services at http://www.ascentlife.org/.

Enjoying the 2018 Annual Banquet at Cenac Marine Services, LLC’s table from left to right are Kathy Boudreaux, Senator Bret Allain, Dr. Laynie Barrilleaux, Debra Benoit, the Honorable Randall L. Bethancourt, and
Parish President Gordon Dove.

Morrison Terrebonne Lumber+Hardware and All South Consulting Engineers, LLC representatives enjoy the
2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left to right Brandon Vice, Mandy McDonald, Nancy Smith, Stevie
Smith, Christa Duplantis Prather, Charlie Prather, Elise Ellender Gregory, and Doug Gregory.
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People’s Drug Store representatives enjoy the 2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left to right are Jimmy
Mullooly, Monica Mullooly, Samantha Stevens, Dan Stevens, Andre’ Brunet, Susan Brunet, Allie Authement,
and Tony Authement.
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Photo Gallery

Pastor Phil Roop of Bethel Assembly of God of Cape Girardeau, was the 2018 Annual Banquet speaker.
Pastor Roop spoke about having the fortitude to overcome hardships, referencing the story of David and
Goliath.

South Louisiana Medical Associates representatives enjoy the 2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left to
right Allyson Dupre, Cydney White, Connie Parr, Dr. Richard Brooke, Estela Brooke, Dr. Adela Dupont, and
Dr. Thomas Falterman.

South Louisiana Medical Associates representatives enjoy the 2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left to
right Dr. Mary Eschete, Phil Bourque, Dr. Alexis Duke, Dr. Vic Vyas, Dr. Michael Garcia, Rhonda Garcia, Elizabeth Ferguson, and Dr. Thomas Ferguson.

Teche Action Clinic at Houma representatives enjoy the 2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left to right
sitting is Ed Verdin, Dr. Rhonesia Simmons, Elmira Walker, Dr. Chip Riggins, Dr. Ronald Marts, and Bill Boyd.
Standing left to right are Jeannie Solis and Jelene Boyd.

Terrebonne General Medical Center representatives enjoy the 2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left to
right are Paul Labat, Mike Barker, Angelique Barker, Rhonda Alfred, Kirbie Lecompte, Josh Faucheux, Louis
Watkins, and Kevin Ghirardi.   

Thibodaux Regional Medical Center representatives enjoy the 2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left to
right are Joe Jackson, Kay Arceneaux, Ashley Becnel, Jackie Marsh, Angela Chaisson, and Esmeralda Amos.
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Photo Gallery

K & B Industries representatives enjoy the 2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left to right are Lisa Rogers,
Daria Hebert, Scott Hebert, Kenneth Wood, Danny Jordan, Michael Neil, Amy Neil, and John Rogers.

Cardiovascular Institute of the South representatives enjoy the 2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left
to right Emma Ledet, Dustin Thibodaux, Renee Moise, Connie Gaines, Justin Plaisance, Shellie Plaisance,
Michelle Damen, and Crystal Collins.

L. E. Fletcher Technical Community College representatives enjoy the 2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from
left to right are (front row) Angie Pellegrin, Matthew Swanson, Chandler LeBoeuf, Lynnette Callahan, and
Alexis Knight.  Left to right (back row) are Kristine Strickland, PhD, Crystal Gienger, and Carrie Cortez.

Nicholls State University representatives enjoy the 2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left to right are Dr.
Sue Westbrook, Monique Crochet (standing), Dr. Marilyn Macik-Frey, Dr. Jay Clune, Allison Clune, Senator
Norby Chabert, and Jeremy Becker.

South Louisiana Financial Services, LLC, representatives enjoy the 2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left
to right Jimmy Klingman, Erin Klingman, Ricky Alston, Gene Songy, Jim Sublett, Teri Sublett, and Jean Marmande.

Synergy Bank representatives enjoy the 2018 Annual Banquet. Pictured from left to right Jerry Ledet, Edith
Hebert, John Hebert, Kim Means, Brett Means, Len Summers, Ann Summers, and Susan Ledet.
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New Members
Townsend

Heather Scichilone

(985) 746-3946
1340 West Tunnel Boulevard, Suite 212
Houma, Louisiana 70360
https://www.townsendla.com
Medical Services, Alcohol and Drug Abuse

Crystal Sanderson Photography
Crystal Sanderson

(985) 876-0121
625 Lafayette Street, Suite A
Houma, Louisiana 70364
http://www.crystalsanderson.com
Photographer

Planet Fitness
Rick Kahn

(985) 208-3727
1539 Martin Luther King Boulevard
Houma, Louisiana 70360
http://www.planetfitness.com/gyms/houma-la

2018 Bayou Region Athletic Hall of
Fame Inductees Announced
The Foundation for Terrebonne General Medical
Center (TGMC), along with
the TGMC Community Sports
Institute has announced the
six Bayou Region Athletic Hall
of Fame inductees for the induction event. The renowned
inductees include the following:
Ron Estay: (CFL) South Lafourche High School.   Estay
played in the Canadian Football League (CFL) and was a
six-time Grey Cup Championship winner with the Edmonton Eskimos.
Earl Gros: (NFL) 1958 Terrebonne High School graduate. Gros was drafted by
the Green Bay Packers as a
first round pick in 1962 and
played nine years in the NFL.
Harold Haydel: (MLB) St.

Francis High School. Haydel
was drafted into the MLB
by the Houston Colt 45’s in
1962.   He later pitched for
the Minnesota Twins in 1970
and 1971.
Tommy Hodson: (NFL)
1985 Central Lafourche High
School.  Hodson was a thirdround draft pick by the New
England Patriots in 1990.
Wally Whitehurst: (MLB)
Terrebonne High School.  
Whitehurst was a 3rd round
draft pick by the Oakland A’s
in 1985 and pitched in the
MLB for 7 years with the New
York Mets, San Diego Padres
and New York Yankees.
Larry Wilson: (NBA) Central Lafourche High School.
Wilson was drafted by the
Atlanta Hawks in 1980 in the
second round.

The Hall of Fame banquet
honoring these exceptional
athletes is scheduled for Friday, June 29, at 6 pm – 9:30
pm at Cypress Columns in
Gray. Each honoree will earn
a spot of prominence on the
Bayou Region Athletic Wall
of Fame located in the TGMC
Community Sports Institute.
Inductees represent some
of the top athletes from Terrebonne, Lafourche or Assumption Parishes who are
also dedicated to community
involvement.  
Event tickets will go on
sale on May 14, 2018 on
TGMC.com. For more event
information, call 985-8734603 or email Paul Labat at
paul.labat@tgmc.com.

Health, Wellness, & Fitness

Journey Hospice
Glenn Blair

(985) 223-1865
598 Corporate Drive
Houma, Louisiana 70360
http://www.journeyhospice.com
Hospice, Medical Services

Alford & Associates Insurance Services, LLC

Est. 1965

Priscilla Larpenter

(985) 853-1080
1217 Museum Drive
Houma, Louisiana 70360

Coastal Mechanical Contractors

Employee Benefit Planning, Insurance

Uniting community and building
a stronger Terrebonne.
Chamber Connected!
Chamber Strong!

Your Professional Air Conditioning,
Plumbing and Electrical Contractor
Licensed/Insured
Plumbing License #MLP442
HT-C005A1250
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Lafourche Chamber of Commerce Awards Chancellor
Kristine Strickland Educator of the Year
Fletcher Technical Community College’s Chancellor,
Dr. Kristine Strickland, was
awarded Educator of the
Year by Lafourche Chamber
of Commerce at its Annual
Awards Banquet. The banquet was held at the Wellness Center of Thibodaux
Regional Medical Center on
Thursday, January 11, 2018.

This award is given to an individual whose service or performance positively impacts
the quality of life in Lafourche
Parish or Grand Isle. Last year
award recipient was Mary
Reynaud a site director at Virtual Academy of Lafourche.
“It is such an honor to be
recognized at the Lafourche
Chamber of Commerce Edu-

cator of the year. I am fortunate that I get to do a job I
love. It has been my life’s passion to serve others through
education and I am lucky to
serve in a community that
recognizes and values the importance of education in our
community,” stated Chancellor Kristine Strickland.
Dr. Strickland is the Chan-

University and his Master
of Education degree from
Northeastern University. He
is currently working on a
Doctor of Education degree
with a focus on higher education administration from
Northeastern University.
“I feel passionate about
helping students, alumni,
and the community. My goal
is to work with community
leaders in the region, business and industry partners,
alumni, and the team of faculty, staff and administration
at Fletcher to assist in moving
Fletcher into the next phase
of growth,” stated Mr. LeB-

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber

as Chancellor of Fletcher, she
has helped launch two new
fully online programs, continued a strong partnership with
Nicholls and increased transfer students, and has partnered with Entergy to offer a
Certified Line Worker Training
Program.
Dr. Kristine Strickland

Join Us !

Fletcher Technical Community College
Hires A New Executive Director for the
Fletcher Foundation
Dr. Kristine Strickland,
Chancellor of Fletcher Technical Community College
announces the hire of a
new executive director for
the Fletcher Foundation, W.
Chandler LeBoeuf.
Mr. LeBoeuf has worked
within the Louisiana Community and Technical College
System before serving time
at both South Louisiana Community College in Student
Engagement and Alumni
Relations as well as Delgado
Community College in Student Life. Prior to that, Chandler worked in admissions,
recruitment, and financial
aid for a for-profit institution. He has experience in
enrollment
management,
student life, and institutional
advancement. Most recently, Chandler comes with a
background in both higher
education and K-12 with an
emphasis on sales, marketing, operations and online
learning while working for
The Princeton Review.
Mr. LeBoeuf born and
raised in southwest corner
of Louisiana in a small town
known as Grand Ghenier
which is located in Cameron
Parish. He is a first generation college student and received his Bachelor of Science Degree from Franciscan
Missionaries of Our Lady

cellor of Fletcher Technical
Community College, serving
over 2000 students in the
bayou region. She has served
in several senior leadership
positions, and in addition to
her current responsibilities,
serves in leadership roles
within our community and
her profession. If you’ve noticed a trend, it’s leadership…

BUSINESS
BUSINESS

2

Business to Business is a networking event for Chamber members and their employees
to promote their business and hand out marketing materials to the guests at their table.
Admission is $20 per person with payment required in advance.

W. Chandler LeBoeuf

oeuf.
Contact
information:
Chandler.LeBoeuf@fletcher.
edu or 985-448-7920

Tuesday, March 13 • 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Plantation Inn of Houma, 1381 West Tunnel Boulevard

Sponsorship still available

BUSINESS

AFTER

H URS
Networking at its best!

Thursday, March 15 • 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
142 Citi Place Drive
Sponsored by: Homewood Suites by Hilton Houma

Business After Hours is held each month for Chamber members and their employees to
network and enjoy food, drinks and door prizes.
of

Commerce Focus/February 22, 2018

12

w w w. H o u m a C h a m b e r. c o m

TGMC Welcomes New Physicians Nicholls professor receives grant to
study oil spill effects
to Esteemed Staff
A research team led by a
small team award to study
partment Medical Director.
Dr. Manhire, most recently
from Gulf Breeze, FL, is looking forward to serving the local community.

Terrebonne General Medical Center (TGMC) welcomes
the following physicians to its
medical staff.

Dr. Azadeh Beheshtian, Cardiologist – Dr. Beheshtian
is board certified by the
American Board of Internal
Medicine (ABIM) in Internal
Medicine and Cardiovascular Disease. She earned her
medical degree and completed her internship from
Tehran University of Medical
Services in Tehran, Iran.
Dr. Beheshtian completed
her internal medicine residency from the University of
Southern California and her
post-doctoral research fellowship from the University
of California in San Francisco
in the Department of Neurology.
She is looking forward to
providing advanced heart
care for the community.

Dr. Patricia B. Manhire,
Emergency Medicine –   Dr.
Manhire joins the TGMC
Emergency Department.
Dr. Manhire earned her
Resident Nursing degree
from the University of Alaska Anchorage. She worked
in Alaska as a Family Nurse
Practitioner for several years
until returning to medical
school at Kansas City University of Medicine & Biosciences earning her Doctor of
Osteopathic Medicine. She
then completed her Emergency Medicine internship at
Ingham Hospital in Lansing,
MI and her Emergency Medicine residency at Michigan
State University.
Dr. Manhire brings extensive experience in the Emergency Medicine field, working most recently at a Level II
Regional Trauma Center. She
has also served as an Interim
and Assistant Emergency De-

Nicholls State University professor received more than
$530,000 to study the lasting biological impacts of the
2010 Deepwater Horizon oil
spill.
The Gulf of Mexico Research Initiative distributed
$50 million across 31 projects studying the effects of
oil on the Gulf’s ecosystem.
Of the $50 million, $35 million was awarded to eight
large research groups, while
the remaining $15 million
was given to 23 small team
awards, including proposals from Brown University,
Columbia University, the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and Georgia Tech
University.
Dr. Sean Graham, assistant
professor of biology, is the
lead researcher of a team
that received $533,491 in a

Dr. Andrew Hoffmann, Pathology –   Dr. Hoffmann recently joined the TGMC Pathology Department.
Dr. Hoffman completed his
Anatomic and Clinical Pathology residency at The George
Washington University Hospital, Washington, D.C. He
earned his medical degree
from Louisiana State University School of Medicine, New
Orleans and attended Louisiana State University for his
Bachelors of Science.
Dr. Hoffmann, a native of
Thibodaux, is looking forward to joining the esteemed
medical staff at TGMC.

Dr. Sean Graham

grated information on the
pace of oil-spill recovery.
Nicholls remains a national
leader in research that impacts the livelihoods of so
many in the Bayou Region it
serves.”

SERVICES PROVIDED
b LAND & HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEYING
b ENGINEERING
b GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS
b ENVIRONMENTAL & REGULATORY
b UNMANNED AERIAL SYSTEMS (DRONE)/PHOTOGRAMMETRY

LED’s CEO Roundtable Application
Period Now Open
The application period for LED’s CEO Roundtables is now open through March 31st for
CEO Roundtables commencing in July 2018.
LED’s regional CEO Roundtables convene 15
to 18 qualified, key decision-makers from Louisiana-based small businesses 10 times over
the course of a year, for peer-to-peer learning
and support through growth oriented, collaborative roundtable sessions. You can view
a video testimonial from a recent CEO Roundtable graduate at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NQwln20AjjE&feature=youtu

the long-term wetland impacts, recovery and resilience from the largest oil spill
in U.S. history.   Dr. Graham
will lead a team of researchers from institutions across
the U.S., including Louisiana
State University, the Virginia
Institute of Marine Science,
Atkins North America and
Research Planning, Inc.
“This research will synthesize data across multiple
ecosystem components to
provide a more comprehensive understanding of the
factors that control the longterm sustainability of coastal
wetlands impacted by the
Deepwater Horizon oil spill,”
Dr. Graham said. “Results
from this research will inform
current and future response,
remediation and restoration
decisions for oiled coastal
wetlands by providing inte-

INDUSTRIES SERVED
b OIL & GAS PIPELINE
b OIL & GAS EXPLORATION
b COASTAL RESTORATION/PROTECTION
b ELECTRICAL TRANSMISSION & DISTRIBUTION
b PORTS
b AIRPORTS
b RENEWABLE ENERGY

.be&list=PLPncKHEsdW9jaJxHU9ldzWNsXQgn
svZDS.
CEO Roundtables allow executives to confidentially explore business issues with likeminded business people.  It includes monthly
meetings, experienced facilitators, connection
to other business resources, and peer-to-peer
learning and support.
You can apply before March 31st online
at
https://www.opportunitylouisiana.com/
small-business/special-programs-for-smallbusiness/ceo-roundtable.

283 CORPORATE DRIVE, HOUMA, LA 70360
PHONE: 985-879-2731
www.mphinc.com

HOUMA, LA b HOUSTON, TX b SAN ANTONIO, TX b MIDLAND, TX

HT-C005A1251

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber
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Time:
11:30 am – 1:00 pm
____
Location:
Cypress Columns in
Gray
____
Cost:
$30.00 for members;
$40.00 for non-members

____
Reservations are required
and due by March 22, 2018.
Contact your designated
chamber for reservations.

____
Sponsors:

JOINT CHAMBER LUNCHEON
MARCH 27, 2018

FEATURING CONGRESSMAN
GARRET GRAVES
Join us for an exciting luncheon, provided by the
Houma-Terrebonne Chamber, Lafourche Chamber
and Thibodaux Chamber of Commerce.

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber
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Nicholls awards 600
degrees at 101st
Commencement
Nicholls State University awarded 600 degrees
to students during its fall commencement ceremony on December, 16.
Darrell Domingue and Nicolette Orgeron received the President’s Medal of Honor for graduating with a perfect 4.0 GPA. Domingue graduated
with degrees in finance and accounting, and Orgeron graduated with a degree in nursing.
In addition to Domingue and Orgeron, eight
students graduated summa cum laude for graduating with a 3.9 GPA or higher and is the highest
academic honor a student can achieve. Those
students are Katherine Robichaux, biology and
music; Amanda Boquet, elementary education;
Shannon Gros, psychology; Brayah Lorraine, birthto-5 early intervention, special education; Nicole
Dupin, communicative disorders; Deseray Guillory, accounting; Bernard Wezeman, psychology
and business administration; and Abby Albritton,
health science.

TGMC and CIS
Present Inaugural
Night Light Dash 5k
Terrebonne General Medical Center (TGMC)
and Cardiovascular Institute of the South (CIS)
present the inaugural Night Light Dash 5k on Saturday, February 24, 2018 from 6-9 pm.  
The glow-in-the-dark event includes a 5k fun
run throughout an illuminated course in downtown Houma, followed by a post-race finish festival at TGMC with food, music and more. The
family-friendly event encourages participants to
wear neon attire and glow accessories.
Registration is now available online at nightlightdash.eventbrite.com or by calling (985) 8734616. Registration is $30 and race day registration
is available.  
Proceeds from the event will benefit The Foundation for TGMC to provide free cardiac screenings for people in our community. Screenings are
an effective way to generate awareness, increase
prevention and assist with early diagnosis of cardiovascular disease.
For more information, please call 985.873.4616
or visit TGMC.com.

Interested in improving your
community?
Join the Chamber today!
(985) 876-5600
14
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Falck Safety Services and Fletcher Registration Open for BTNEP’s
Annual Paddle Bayou Lafourche
Technical Community College Col- 17th
Registration is now open
the Barataria-Terrebonne
laborate to Offer A Global Techni- forNational
Estuary Program
(BTNEP) 2018 Paddle Bayou
cian Training Program
Lafourche event. BTNEP
On February 1, 2018, Falck Safety Services
and Fletcher Technical Community College
hosted an Open House at Fletcher’s BP Integrated Production Technologies Building. The
purpose of the Open House was to introduce
a new Global Technician Training Program to
business and industry leaders. Based on Falck
Safety Services global footprint and Fletcher’s
programs, both entities realized the opportunity to partner and co-develop and deliver a
fit-for-purpose technician training program.
Course development began in February
2017 with the design of 38 modules, 3 levels
of training, 4 craft areas, and various course
methodologies for Global Technician Training Program (GTTP). Both entities agreed that
participants in the program would earn National Center for Construction Education and
Research (NCCER) credentials upon successful
completion of several courses. NCCER is recognized by industry as the training, assessment,

certification and career development standards. Relevant NCCER materials were used to
develop Levels 2 & 3 GTTP courses.
On Thursday, February 22, 2018, Falck Safety Services and Fletcher Technical Community
College will be hosting another Open House in
Houston, Texas (15621 Blue Ash Drive, Suite
150). For more information, please email
pwilkinson@us.falcksafety.com
Listed are a few of the GTTP course offerings: • Principles and Applications of Predictive Maintenance • Care and Maintenance of
Flanges, Joints and Fittings • Function of Distributed/Integrated Control & Safety Systems
• Functions of Equipment in Electrical Generation and Distribution Systems • Components
and Operation of Gas Processing and Storage
Systems • Hydraulic Components and Applications • Principles and Components of High
Voltage Systems

wants to invite residents
and visitors from all over the
country to travel down the
waters of Bayou Lafourche
and learn about the culture
and heritage that goes along
with it.
The 52-mile, four-day paddling trip down the bayou
begins Thursday, April 5, in
Donaldsonville, and ends in
Lockport on Sunday, April 8.
Paddlers can participate from
one day to all four days of
the trip. They will be treated
not only to scenic natural vistas, but also to a fascinating
backyard view of the bayou
from the water’s perspective
while enjoying camaraderie,
food, music, and fun. Paddlers will get a firsthand look
at the restoration work being
conducted along the bayou,

along with a taste of local
cuisine, and entertainment
every night in a campsite setting. Canoe rentals are available in a limited supply. The
trip cost is $50.00 per day,
or $175.00 for all four days
without a canoe rental. The
cost for paddlers renting a
canoe is $70.00 per day, or
$250.00 for all four days. Preregistration is required.
Locals are invited to decorate their bayou side and provide signs of encouragement

and welcome to our bayou
visitors. In the past, visitors
have been greeted with local music and cheers as the
paddlers coasted down the
bayou.
Paddlers can register by
completing the registration
form at www.BTNEP.org, call
985-447-0868 or email Kristy
Monier at Kristy@BTNEP.org
for registration instructions.
Please visit the website for
more information.

Houma Attorney Rachel South Boquet
Joins Duval Law Firm
The law firm of Duval,
Funderburk, Sundbery, Richard and Watkins in Houma,
Louisiana, welcomes attorney Rachel South Boquet to
the firm.   A life-long Houma
resident, South Boquet offers
legal representation to individuals, families, and small
businesses in the areas of
estate planning, successions,
special needs trusts, and continuing tutorships. She also
supports the firm in its general civil practice.  
“Rachel South Boquet’s
legal knowledge and experience, as well as her commitment to our community and
its people, are tremendous
assets to this firm and our clients. She expands our estate
planning and succession services and strengthens other
areas of our practice, such as

business, admiralty, environmental, and real estate law,”
says firm partner Berwick
Duval. “We are delighted to
have Rachel on our team.”
Boquet earned her law
degree from the Loyola University New Orleans School
of Law, where she served
as Managing Editor of the
Loyola Law Review and was
recognized with the Warren E. Mouledoux Editor-inChief’s Award for outstanding service and dedication.   
She was a Judicial Extern for
Louisiana Supreme Court Justice Jeannette Theriot Knoll
and Clerk for the Honorable
John R. Walker of the 32nd
Judicial District Court before
entering private practice
specializing in estate planning and successions. Boquet
joined the firm of Duval, Fun-

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber
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Submitting Your Articles for Member News
Our Member News section of the Focus is a
great way for Chamber members to promote
an event or project, and to announce special
awards or certifications. Word Document ar-

ticles of 250 words or less may be submitted
to info@houmachamber.com by the first of
each month for publication in the following
month’s newsletter, space permitting.

Raylan J. Alleman, CPA
Houma - Thibodaux
Personal Attention for your Business

Rachel South Boquet

derburk, Sundbery, Richard
and Watkins in 2017.  
Boquet is an associate
member of the Junior Auxiliary of Houma and has volunteered and served in various
leadership positions for St.
Matthew’s Episcopal School
and St. Matthew’s Episcopal
Church in Houma.  
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• Compilations and Reviews
• Management Accounting and Consulting
• Business Tax Planning and Preparation
• Individual Tax Planning and Preparation
• Estate Tax Planning and Preparation
• Software Support

Locally Owned and Operated
25+ years experience in Terrebonne-Lafourche Region
www.allemancpa.com • ralleman@allemancpa.com • (985) 223-2350
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