
5H O U M A - T E R R E B O N N E  C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  F O C U S / A P R I L  2 6 ,  2 0 1 8                                                                           www.HoumaChambe r. c om

JASON W. BERGERON
2018 Chairman of the Board
Technology Professionals

 As we enter in to May, we are a month away from the beginning of Hurricane Season.   This 
prompts me to cover the committee that deals with infrastructure.  The Economic Development 
& Infrastructure  is the committee that looks at projects going on at the state and local level 
and how they relate to economic development and infrastructure.  I would like to thank Mitch 
Marmande, our Division Chair, and Hank Babin, our Recreation Task Force Chair, for heading up 
the committee this year.  They have made a commitment to assure that our members receive 
important information to assist businesses and our community. 
 I would like to take this opportunity to provide more information on the Economic Develop-
ment & Infrastructure Committee.  At a high level, there are many ways projects and issues can 
tie into either of these categories.  Take recreation as an example.  The recreation system touches 
economic development and infrastructure.  Recreation is considered a quality of life topic and 
economic development engine.  From an infrastructure perspective, other areas across the coun-
try use recreation areas as retaining ponds during heavy rain/flood events.  As always, we want 
to provide information to our members so they can make informed decisions.  In the long term, 
we are supporting & monitoring I49, LA1, North/South Corridor, Morganza, Houma Navigational 
Dredging, and Parish Infrastructure Projects.

A few of our main tasks this year include:
• Work more closely with the Terrebonne Economic Development Authority (TEDA).  We want 
to ensure both organizations know what issues are important and work together along with not 
duplicating efforts. – We can update that this process has already been started.
• Monitor the status of Houma Navigational Canal Dredging and work with Government Activi-
ties Chair for input and to take action as needed.  This is an important Economic Development 
issue.
• Educating ourselves and our own delegation and evaluating the possibility of becoming own 
on DOTD District.  We are currently part of the New Orleans district.  We want to work with our 
delegation and committees, and look at how we can partner with other Chambers and organiza-
tions to move this solution forward if recommended.
• Coordinate and educate ourselves working with Fletcher, TEDA, and Airport Commission on 
bringing Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) to the Houma-Terrebonne Airport.  Evaluate a part-
nership with Houma-Terrebonne Airport and see what we can do to assist. – We can update that 
this process has been started.

• Monitor the possible projects that LASAFE will 
spend $6M on and a take action as needed.  With 
this amount of funding coming into our area, we 
want to ensure that it will have the maximum im-
pact for funds.
• Have a lunch and learn with the accessor to ex-
plain how assessments work. – We can update that 
this was completed.
• Look at possible funding alternatives for com-
pleting Bayou Country Sports Park including un-
derstanding the current tax base fully (who, what, 
why?) and how we can improve it.

 I would like to add few notes on the task related 
to Bayou Country Sports Park.  We as a Chamber feel 
that completing the Bayou Country Sports Park is of the utmost importance.  During this process, 
we have researched to understand how we got here so we can help ensure that the project is 
finished.  No one should be able to argue that it must be completed.  Through this process, we 
found recreation as a whole could benefit from improvements and efficiencies.  This task was 
started based on passionate members of our membership, which consist of businesses from all 
walks of life and experiences.  I, myself, am a product of TPR football with the Bourg Mustangs as 
a kid.   Shouldn’t we all be on the same page and want what is best for our children.  That is all 
that we want. 

 Please remember that our staff, board, and committees are always hustling.  We are working 
hard for our members and the community.  The information we provide will hopefully help you 
make informed decisions.  I always say that “Nothing beats passion!”  We can always use more 
help. If you are interested in participating in any of these initiatives, contact the Chamber at (985) 
876-5600.
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