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Calendar

Contact Us!
2019 OFFICERS:

Chairman of the Board
Chad Hebert

JANUARY 2019:
1/2		

Chamber office re-opens from Christmas Holidays at 8:00 a.m.

Safeworx Safety Solutions, LLC

1/4		

Calhoun Vapor -Bayou Cane Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Chairman-Elect
Chuck Weaver, Jr.
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1/11		
				

1/15		
				

1/16		
				

1/16		
				

1/30		
				

1/31
				

Time to be determined, 6453 West Main Street, Houma

Chamber Development Meeting

South Louisiana Financial Services, LLC

12:00 p.m., Chamber office
8:00 a.m., Chamber office

Treasurer
Michael Garcia, M.D.

Deadline for Annual Banquet Ticket Purchase

South Louisiana Medical Associates

Call the Chamber office at (985) 876-5600 or visit www.houmachamber.com

Vice Chair-Community Development Division
Kristine Strickland, Ph.D.

Chamber Executive Committee Meeting

Chamber Board of Directors Meeting
8:00 a.m., Chamber office

Fletcher Technical Community College

Government Activities Committee Meeting

Vice Chair-Chamber Development Division
LaDonna Cruse

12:00 p.m., Chamber office

Economic Development & Infrastructure Committee Meeting
12:30 p.m., Chamber office

Stephanie Hebert Insurance Agency

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce 2019 Annual Banquet

Vice Chair-Infrastructure & Economic Development Division
Mitchell Marmande

6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center

TGMC Ribbon Cutting Ceremony/Open House: Wound Healing & Hyperbaric Center

Delta Coast Consultants, LLC

5:00 p.m., TGMC Medical Atrium

		
For more information about Chamber Events call (985) 876-5600 or Email: info@houmachamber.com
Events in red denotes Chamber events

Vice Chair-Government Activities Division
William “Bill” Eroche
Watkins, Walker, Eroche and Hoychick, Attorneys at Law

Join the
Par-Tee!

Immediate Past Chairman of the Board
Jason Bergeron
Technology Professionals/Techpro

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

Join us for the 2019 Annual
Chamber Golf Classic!!

Melissa Adams
Danos

Logan “Hank” Babin III
Logan H. Babin, Inc.

Monique Crochet

At Ellendale
Country Club

Mike Lewis

Big Mike’s BBQ Smokehouse

Janel Ricca

Pedestal Bank

Ken Duet

John Rogers

Kevin Ghirardi

Brian Rushing

Terrebonne General
Medical Center

6133 Hwy 311, Houma | 876-5600 | www.houmachamber.com

Quality Energy Services

Nicholls State University
Unitech Training Academy

Mark your calendar for
Monday, May 6, 2019!

Nicholas “Nick” Hebert

Pedestal Bank

Rushing Media

On the Cover:

Join us Wednesday, January 30th, 2019 for The Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce
90th Annual Banquet! The 2019 Annual Banquet will be in celebration of the Chamber’s 100th Anniversary.
We would love to celebrate with you! Ticket and sponsorship opportunities are still available
by calling 985.876.5600 or visiting www.houmachamber.com.

STAFF:
Nicol Blanchard

CEO
nicol@houmachamber.com

Betsy Breerwood

Heidi Guidry

Membership and Committee Coordinator Communication and Events Coordinator
betsy@houmachamber.com
heidi@houmachamber.com

Kay Thibodeaux

Executive Assistant
kay@houmachamber.com

6133 Hwy.311 | Houma, LA 70360 | 985.876.5600 | Fax 985.876.5611 | www.houmachamber.com
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notes from the
NICOL BLANCHARD
President/CEO
On behalf of the Houma-Terrebonne Chamber
of Commerce, we would
like to thank you for your
support and continued
membership. I’d also
like to introduce myself
if I have not yet had the
pleasure of meeting
your business. I have
the honor of serving as
the Chief Executive Officer for Houma-Terrebonne Chamber and advocating your business.
In operation since 1918, the Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of
Commerce has been an advocate for the business community
and actively supports economic development in our city. It is my
responsibility to continue the Chamber’s efforts and present improved programs and services that will bring great value to your
business.
I am fortunate to be able to work with community leaders,
educators and organizations for the benefit of the Terrebonne
Parish and surrounding area. I am open to listening to everyone that has an interest in the community and certainly open

to changes that will directly and positively impact our members.
I am confident that we can achieve great success and work towards a common goal: seeing Houma thrive and be recognized
as the great City we all know it is. I will be honest; these successes cannot be achieved without the help of our passionate
members, outstanding volunteers and stakeholders!
Your Chamber investment allows us the opportunity to continue expanding and adding new programs that enable you, as a
member, to further promote your business.
We offer your business many opportunities to meet with other Chamber members that you may want to do business with.
Join us at one of our monthly General Membership Luncheon,
Business after Hours, and annual events. Your participation goes
a long way in maximizing your Chamber investment and establishing your business as an active organization in the community.
You can get more involved by becoming a part of one or more
of our committees. These committees meet on a regular basis,
and we hope you will add your name to the committee that interests you.
- The Chamber Development Division assists with improving
and enhancing the benefits of being a member of the Cham¬ber.
The goal is to increase return on your Chamber investment
through events and programs.
- The Economic Development & Infra¬structure Division
monitors issues that af¬fect economic development in the parish and works with the parish and other enti¬ties to advocate for
improvements to local infrastructure including roads, bridges,

A WORLD OF
EXPERIENCE
IN YOUR
HOME TOWN.

President

le¬vees, floodgates, and telecommunications.
- Presently the Community Development Division has the
Education Committee that advocates for quality education and
work¬force development in the public school sys¬tem as well
as Fletcher Technical Commu¬nity College and Nicholls State
University. The Healthcare Committee is also under this Division
and advocates for quality, af¬fordable healthcare. It monitors
healthcare legislation, evaluates reform options that decrease
the current strain on our nation’s job creators, and educates
businesses on the possible effects of healthcare legisla¬tion.
- The Government Activities Division fos¬ters a direct relationship with local, state, and federal officials, and participates
in public policy decision-making affecting economic and business issues.
Contact the Chamber to find out which committee is a good
fit for you.
If you have not been in contact with us recently, I encourage
you to stop by or give us a call and find out how we can help
promote or grow your business. I can also stop by your place of
business and bring the resources to you. If we have not had the
opportunity to meet in person yet, let’s make a date!
Please do not hesitate to contact the Chamber office at (985)876-5600. Thank you again, and we look forward to seeing you
at one of our events in the very near future.

You don’t have to search far and wide for professionals that can handle your most complicated
accounting needs. Bourgeois Bennett brings the power of the industry’s leading staff right to your
neighborhood. We are one of the state’s top accounting and consulting firms offering a myriad
of services from tax planning for businesses and individuals and audit and assurance to litigation
and forensic accounting. We are also your neighbors and eager to share our years of accumulated
knowledge to help you reach your goals or prepare for the unexpected. Call us today and let us show
you how we can help you thrive without leaving home.

bourgeoisbennett.com
New Orleans 504.831.4949 | North Shore 985.246.3022 | Houma 985.868.0139 | Thibodaux 985.447.5243
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Chairman’s

Message

CHAD HEBERT
2019 Chairman of the Board
Safeworx Safety Solutions, LLC

I wish you all a very happy New Year and I am honored to be your
2019 Houma-Terrebonne Chamber Chairperson. Back in 1918 the
business community of the area formed the first of our organization and the Chamber has been a powerful force in promoting the
success of over 600 member businesses and our community ever
since. We are celebrating 100 years at our Annual Banquet where
we will welcome David Hira, a magician, comedian and motivational speaker. He will amaze you with his illusions and you will
be intrigued by his talent mixed with laughter and fun. Don’t miss
out on this opportunity. Make sure you have your tickets for January 30, 2019. Sponsorships and tickets are still available contact
the Chamber office at (985) 876-5600 or going to our website at www.houmachamber.com.
The Chamber is here to assist businesses and bring together the community. To achieve these
goals, the Chamber developed and continues to choose goals that fit into one of four divisions.
These divisions in which committees have been created are Government Activities, Economic Development and Infrastructure, Community Development, and Chamber Development. These four
divisions are where the board and members will constructively spend time and energy. At our
board retreat held in November, we reviewed our goals for 2018 and determined our vision for
2019. Each of these divisions has several short-term goals for the year which will bring us closer
to achieving our long-term goals of the future. Each of these Divisions we will set a time line to
ensure their completion.
LaDonna Cruse, Stephanie Hebert AllState Insurance, is the vice-chair of the Chamber Development Division. In addition to our long-term goals, this division has defined our short-term goals
to market the Chamber to include promoting the Chamber through social media, website, print
publications, HTV, etc. Since the Chamber provides great things for its members and community,
we want to start more active conversations and bring people together. We plan to continue to
develop a mentor program where business owners/managers can tap the resources of other
members to help grow their business “Ask the Pros.”
Dr. Kristine Strickland, Fletcher Technical Community College, is the vice-chair of the Community Development Division. In addition to our long-term goals, this division has defined our
short-term goals that are divided into two committees: Healthcare and Education. Our short-term
goal in Healthcare is to educate people on community resources and build a resource database
accessible on the Chamber website. Our long-term goal in Education is to bridge the gap between
education and business by supporting Jump Start initiative and working more closely with Terrebonne Parish School Board.
Mitch Marmande, Delta Coast Consultants, LLC, is the vice-chair of the Economic Development and Infrastructure Division. In addition to our long-term goals, this division has defined our
short-term goals include supporting and monitoring I-49, LA1, North / South Corridor, Houma
Navigation Canal Dredging, Parish Projects, and a separate DOTD district for our area. We also
will actively support Economic Development, Diversification, and Coastal Protection and Restoration. We believe the parish, South Central Industrial Association (SCIA), and Terrebonne Economic
Development Authority (TEDA), to name a few, are very important partners in these efforts to
comprehensively obtain a more lucrative region.
William “Bill” Eroche, Watkins, Eroche & Hoychick, LLC, is the vice-chair of the Government Activities Division. In addition to our long-term goals, this division has defined our short-term goals
include staying informed on Council, Parish, and State projects by monitoring and working with
our Parish President, Council, and Legislative delegation, along with keeping abreast of Capital
Outlay projects. The Governmental Activities committee is the political arm of the Chamber while
the other three committees are products of governmental events that affect our community.
We are always looking for members who want to assist with our committee objectives. We also
want to remind everyone that employees of member companies can participate on these committees and attend our many events.
The Chamber will continue to collaborate with the appropriate agencies, commissions, boards,
organizations, councils, delegations and individuals on the issues and projects that impact our
community. The Chamber board and staff are here to assist members in any way we can.
Over the many years, we have had excellent leadership in the Chamber and I thank all the past
chairpersons for giving of their gifts to bring us to the place we are today. As we move into the
New Year let us remember the real mission, “Uniting community and building a stronger Terrebonne - Chamber Connected!”
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Trevor L. Talbot announces his partnership
with Pitre Wealth Management Group
I am pleased to announce that I have partnered with
Leo A. Pitre and joined Pitre Wealth Management Group
earlier this year. I started in the business 15 years ago
and it has always been my goal to partner with a firm that
shares the same core values and a comprehensive approach
to wealth management as I do. I believe this move will
allow us to serve our clients at the highest possible level.
Pitre Wealth Management Group offers over 60 years
combined experience in the business and has been with
LPL Financial for 10 years. I will continue to fulfill my
philosophy to listen first, understand then design a
non-partisan strategy for my clients needs.
Building strong relationships and doing what is best
for my clients has been my driving principle
since I started in this business.
With offices in Thibodaux and Houma I will continue to
build and maintain lasting relationships within our firm.

Thibodaux Office
Office: 985-227-7111
501 Canal Boulevard
Thibodaux, LA 70301
Houma Office
Phone: 985-227-7111
407 Roussell Street
Houma, LA 70360
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New Members

The Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce Presents

Cheers to 100 years!

Allegiance Home Lending, LLC
Mark Duplantis

(985) 868-5950
430 Corporate Drive, Suite C
Houma, Louisiana 70360

1918-2

018

th

Mortgage Loans

January 30th, 2019

Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center

anniversary

Poke Geaux

The 90th Annual Banquet

Join us for the 90th Annual
Banquet Featuring:

Todd Buteaux

(323) 896-8633
1753 Martin Luther King Boulevard, Suite 130
Houma, Louisiana 70360
http://pokegeaux.com

Keynote Speaker:

Restaurants

Chris Ledet Homes, LLC
Paul Ledet

(985) 448-2221
218 Rienzi Drive
Thibodaux, Louisiana 70301
http://www.chrisledethomes.com

David Hira

• Magician and Motivational Speaker,
David Hira
• Chamber Star, Community Champion ,
& Distinguished Diplomat Awards
•The Courier’s Most Useful Citizen
Award
• HTV’s Eugene Folse Outstanding
Veteran Award
• 2019 Chamber Officers & Board
Presentation

Thank you to our Sponsors!*

Construction

Platinum

Calhoun Vapor - Bayou Cane

P

Chad Rogers

(985) 262-4867
6453 West Main Street
Houma, Louisiana 70360
http://www.calhounvapor.com

Sponsor

Diamond
Sponsor

Retails

Congratulations to Sunrise Rotary Club of
Houma whose annual bike giveaway was
held on December 1st at Pedestal Bank!

Sapphire Sponsor:

Ruby Sponsor:

Garnet Sponsors:
Barker Automotive Group | Bourgeois Bennett, LLC CPAs | Buquet
Distributing Company Inc. | Fletcher Technical Community
College | K&B Industries | Nicholls State University | South
Louisiana Bank | Synergy Bank | Technology Professionals/
Techpro | Terrebonne General Medical Center

Opal Sponsors:
APTIM | Business First Bank | Holiday Inn | Morgan Stanley | Providence Engineering and Design, LLC | Watkins, Walker, Eroche and
Hoychick Attorneys at Law
*Sponsors as of 12/18/18

Come Celebrate with us!
Sponsorship opportunities and banquet tickets are still
available at houmachamber.com or by calling the chamber office at 985.876.5600.
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Louisiana to Receive $161.4 Million for
Terrebonne Basin Barrier Island System
Today (November 13), Louisiana Gov. John
Bel Edwards with Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority announced an
award of $161.4 million from The National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund (GEBF) to fund Louisiana
projects that support restoration of the Terrebonne Basin barrier island system: West Belle
Headland, Timbalier Island and Trinity Island.
“This is another significant project to help restore damages incurred by the BP oil spill, said
Gov. Edwards. “Investing in Louisiana’s critical barrier island chain will also help protect
citizens living in the vicinity of Terrebonne and
Timbalier Bays.”
The projects were developed in consultation
with state and federal resource agencies and
are designed to remedy harm and reduce the
risk of future harm to natural resources that
were affected by the 2010 Deepwater Horizon
oil spill.
“One of the primary goals of the Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund is to provide lasting
and future benefits to types of natural resources impacted by the Deepwater Horizon oil

spill,” said Jeff Trandahl, executive director and
CEO of NFWF in a statement issued today.
NFWF reports this is the sixth round of
awards from the GEBF and nearly $1.3 billion
dollars awarded, or more than half of available
funds. To date, NFWF has awarded more than
$625 million to 13 projects in Louisiana.
“Restoring this barrier island system is another great example of how Louisiana continues to work at an unprecedented scale to
provide increased protection for interior communities and critical infrastructure,” said Johnny Bradberry, CPRA Board Chair.
The new projects were selected for funding
following extensive consultation with Louisiana
Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority,
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
In total, NFWF announced more than $280
million in awards from its Gulf Environmental Benefit Fund (GEBF) to 21 new projects in
Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi and
Texas. NFWF administers the Fund, which supports projects to remedy harm and eliminate
or reduce the risk of harm to Gulf Coast natural resources affected by the 2010 Deepwater
Horizon oil spill. Louisiana’s amount represents
57% of the total amount awarded.

Designed
with your
family in mind.
Home + Life
Protect what you’ve worked hard for.
No matter where you live or what kind of
home you have, I can help you ﬁnd
coverage that ﬁts your needs. Plus,
Allstate TrueFit® Life Insurance could
be customized to help pay off your
mortgage so your loved ones have one
less thing to worry about if you’re gone.
Call me today.

Terrebonne General Medical Center
Recognized for High Quality by
The Joint Commission
Terrebonne General Medical Center (TGMC)
has achieved The Joint Commission’s Gold Seal
of Approval® by demonstrating continuous
compliance with its performance standards.
The Gold Seal of Approval® is a symbol of quality that reflects an organization’s commitment
to providing safe and effective patient care.
TGMC underwent a rigorous, unannounced
onsite survey on October 22, 2018. During the
review, a team of Joint Commission expert
surveyors evaluated compliance with hospital
standards related to several areas, including
emergency management, environment of care,
infection prevention and control, leadership,
and medication management. Surveyors also
conducted onsite observations and interviews.
The Joint Commission has accredited hospitals
for more than 60 years. More than 4,000 general, children’s, long-term acute, psychiatric,
rehabilitation and specialty hospitals currently
maintain accreditation from The Joint Commission, awarded for a three-year period. In addition, Capproximately 360 critical access hospitals maintain accreditation through a separate
program.
“TGMC is pleased to achieve the gold seal
of approval from The Joint Commission, the

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber
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premier healthcare quality improvement and
accrediting body in the nation,” added Phyllis
Peoples, President and CEO, TGMC. “I commend our physicians and staff for working diligently to provide amazing care to our patients
daily and want to congratulate them for achieving this outstanding accomplishment.”
“Joint Commission accreditation provides
hospitals with the processes needed to improve in a variety of areas from the enhancement of staff education to the improvement of
daily business operations,” said Mark G. Pelletier, RN, MS, chief operating officer, Division of
Accreditation and Certification Operations, The
Joint Commission. “In addition, our accreditation helps hospitals enhance their risk management and risk reduction strategies. We commend TGMC for its efforts to become a quality
improvement organization.”
The Joint Commission’s hospital standards
are developed in consultation with health care
experts and providers, measurement experts
and patients. The standards are informed by
scientific literature and expert consensus to
help hospitals measure, assess and improve
performance.

Commerce Focus/December 20, 2018

Stephanie Hebert
985-868-1886
854 Grand Caillou Road
Houma
shebert@allstate.com

Let me help you rest easy
knowing your family is protected.
Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Ins. Co., Allstate Property and Casualty Ins. Co., Allstate Vehicle and Property Ins. Co. and affiliates: 2775
Sanders Rd., Northbrook, IL 60062. In areas where Allstate home products are not available, home policies may be written by a third-party company not affiliated with Allstate.
Allstate TrueFit is a term life insurance to age 95 policy issued by Allstate Assurance Co., 3075 Sanders Rd., Northbrook, IL 60062, and is available in most states with
contract/series ICC14AC1/AC14-1. In New York, issued by Allstate Life Ins. Co. of New York, Home Office: Hauppauge, NY. Allstate TrueFit is available with contract NYLU818. This
policy has exclusions, limitations and terms that may affect coverage, renewal, cancellation, termination or other contractual rights and beneﬁts. © 2017 Allstate Ins. Co.
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232412

Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration
Authority (CPRA)

Photo Gallery

From left to right: Thibodaux Chamber Chair Cody Blanchard, St. Mary Chamber Chair Jo Anne Bergeron,
Thibodaux Chamber CEO Tammy Ledet, St. Mary Parish CEO Donna Meyers, keynote speaker Senator Bill
Cassidy, Houma Chamber Chair Jason Bergeron (Technology Professionals), Lafourche Chamber Chair Eddie
Callais, Simone Maloz (Restore or Retreat), Lafourche President & CEO Lin Kiger, Henri Boulet (LA 1 Coalition,
and Al Waguespack (Waguespack Oil).

Congratulations to the 2018 Terrebonne Young Achiever Award recipients! From left to right is Chamber
CEO Nicol Blanchard, award recipient Brett Means (Synergy Bank), award recipient Kandace Maulden (Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government), award recipient Katy Bourg Ledet (South Terrebonne High School),
Vice-President Ruble Pitre (sponsors Business First Bank), and Chamber Chairman Jason Bergeron (Technology Professional/Techpro) at the December General Membership Luncheon.

The 2019 Executive Board and Board of Directors pose at the 2018 Board Retreat. The 2019 Board members
met to discuss what the Chamber Committees have accomplished in 2018 and set exciting goals for 2019.

Casey Guidry (START) cuts the ribbon with staff, friends, Chamber staff and Diplomats at the November Business After Hours. STARTS new office can be visited at 235 Civic Center Boulevard in Houma!

Kevin Ghiraridi (Terrebonne General Medical Center) and Todd Bateaux (Poke Geaux) network at the November Business After Hours hosted by START.

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber
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Mark Duplantis of Allegiance Home Lending cuts the ribbon with staff, family, Chamber staff and Diplomats.
Congratulations to Allegiance Home Lending on their new 430 Corporate Drive Ste. C location in Houma!
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Photo Gallery

Congratulations to TARC on their enterprise Cajun Confections located at 158 Enterprise Drive in Houma!
Cajun Confections is a new small business under TARC that provides delicious baked goods, coffee and
more!

American Mattress Outlet of Houma celebrates their new 1750 Martin King Blvd Suite 108 location with a
ribbon cutting ceremony.

Dulac Community Center celebrates 81 years with a ribbon cutting ceremony. The community center was
started as the Dulac Indian Mission in 1932 & has since evolved into a facility with a variety of programs that
reach out to the Dulac community. For more information or to see what the center has to offer, visit them at
125 Coast Guard Road in Dulac!

TFAE cuts the ribbon to celebrate a Lending Library donation at the 1308 Grand Caillou (East Houma) location of South Louisiana Bank!

Thank you to Downtown Jeaux Coffee Café for hosting the December Business After Hours! Downtown
Jeaux can be visited at 300 Church Street in Downtown Houma!

Special thanks to Chamber Board Members John Rogers & Janel Ricca (Pedestal Bank) and Mike Lewis (Big
Mikes BBQ & Smokehouse) for assembling a team to help with Chamber office maintenance!
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Cardiovascular Institute of The South
Uses New Approach to Treat
Peripheral Disease from Wrist
Interventional cardiologists at Cardiovascular Institute of the South are performing radial-to-peripheral interventional procedures for
the treatment of peripheral arterial disease
(PAD).
A radial peripheral procedure allows the physician to intervene on a blockage in the leg
through access from the radial artery in the
left wrist. This groundbreaking technique dramatically reduces bleeding and other complications while increasing patient comfort postprocedure. It also allows patients to go home
just a couple of hours after the procedure.
“This is the final frontier in access for peripheral intervention,” said Dr. Ankur Lodha, who
performs the procedure in Lafayette. “Imagine
the patient satisfaction and increased comfort
because they can go home an hour after the
procedure. And while waiting, they can sit, relax, drink coffee and check their email—rather
than having to lie down.”
Dr. David Homan, interventional cardiologist
at CIS in Opelousas, said, “The more tools we
have to treat peripheral arterial disease, the
better. Utilizing the radial artery for treatment
of PAD, similar to how I generally treat coronary artery disease, is a great way to provide
safe and successful treatment to the right patients.”
“It’s amazing to be able to go from the wrist
all the way down to the lower leg and open
blockages,” said Dr. Satish Gadi, CIS interventional cardiologist in Baton Rouge. “With this
new technology, patients can literally walk off
the operating bed, and it is incredible from a

patient safety and satisfaction standpoint.”
CIS utilizes the Diamondback 360® Extended
Length Peripheral Orbital Atherectomy Device (OAD) from Cardiovascular Systems, Inc.
(CSI®) to treat patients with PAD. This disease
affects as many as 20 million Americans and is
a circulatory condition in which narrowed and
hardened blood vessels reduce blood flow to
the limbs and, if left untreated, could lead to
limb amputation.
Founded by Dr. Craig Walker in 1983, Cardiovascular Institute of the South (CIS) is a
world-leader in preventing, detecting, and
treating cardiovascular and peripheral vascular disease. CIS offers a comprehensive heart
and vascular program with expert physicians
trained in many specialties, including internal
medicine, nuclear cardiology, electrophysiology, lipid management, coronary artery disease,
peripheral vascular disease, valve disease, and
interventional cardiovascular procedures. CIS
has earned international acclaim as a pioneer
of research, development and education, as
well as an innovator in the treatment of peripheral vascular disease. With a dedicated
team of more than 800 team members, CIS
provides comprehensive cardiovascular care
at 22 locations, eight of which offer telemedicine services, across three states Louisiana
and Mississippi. CIS remains at the forefront
of technology, providing the highest-quality,
compassionate care. This mission has guided
the institute for nearly 35 years of excellence.
For more information about CIS, call 1-800425-2565 or visit www.cardio.com.

Notary Prep Class Expanded to Six SLCC
Campuses
Evening, Saturday classes scheduled to start in January
South Louisiana Community College is expanding its Louisiana Notary Public Exam Prep
course across a variety of campuses starting in
January. The course is offered through SLCC’s
Corporate College and will be held at six campuses.
Evening courses will be available on Mondays in St. Martinville, Tuesdays in Lafayette,
Wednesdays in Crowley, and Thursdays in Abbeville. Saturday morning courses will be held
in Opelousas and New Iberia.
“What is unique about SLCC’s program is
that this is a classroom instructor-led course
with commissioned notaries and attorneys.
Since students often have questions about the
complex legal issues that are covered on the
Louisiana Notary Public exam, we want to give
them the tools to pass the exam the first time
since the state only administers the exam twice
a year,” said Nancy Roy, Outreach and Engagement Coordinator for SLCC’s Corporate College.
During the course, students will learn the
skills necessary to pass the Louisiana Statewide
Notary Exam. This course covers the unique

REMOTELY MONITOR,
MANAGE & PROTECT

YOUR BUSINESS

Nicholls Professor Receives Award for
Work in Educating Disabled Students
A Nicholls State University professor was honored by
Gov. John Bel Edwards today
for the impact she has made
on disabled students on campus.
Dr. Mary Breaud, assistant
professor of education and
coordinator of the Bridge to
Independence Program, received the 2018 Governor’s
Outstanding Leadership in
Disabilities Award as Educator of the Year from the Governor’s Office of Disability Affairs. Dr. Breaud received the
award at a ceremony held at
the Old State Capitol in Baton
Rouge.
“Receiving this award is an
exciting and humbling experience,” Dr. Breaud said. “Work-

ing in the field of education
for people with disabilities
and being able to increase
awareness and develop a program that helps individuals
to achieve goals of independence in living and employment is and will be the most
important and gratifying work
for me in my life.”
Winners of the educator of the year are given to
individuals who contribute
significantly to educating students with disabilities in the
community. These individuals
demonstrate leadership in the
field of educating people with
disabilities, advance the impact of education and strong
advocacy programs, motivate
and inspire others, and posi-
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system of law and courts in Louisiana, as well as
drafting donations, acts of sale, contracts, conveyances of real property, testaments, small
successions, and business entities.
The courses is $499 plus the student must
purchase the 2019 study guide from the Secretary of State’s office, “Fundamentals of Notarial
Law and Practice,” for $100. Students can register for classes at http://bit.ly/notarySLCC or call
521-9028.
Commissioned Louisiana Notary Publics
can prepare acts of sale, wills, trusts, real estate transfers, matrimonial agreements, acts of
adoptions, and other instruments in writing.
South Louisiana Community College created the Corporate College in 2015 to offer
continuing education courses, leisure learning
programs, and customized training for businesses across 10 campuses. Short-term training
programs are available to prepare community
members to meet the demands of area businesses. For more information about SLCC’s
Notary Public Exam Prep course, contact Nancy
Roy at 337-521-6639.

live MONITORING

actionable INSIGHTS

smarter LOCKS

tively influence students with
disabilities.
Bridge to Independence assists students with intellectual
disabilities or autism spectrum disorder with job and social skills. Nicholls’ program is
one of only 50 programs in the
United States certified by the
U.S. Department of Education
and the first in Louisiana.
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Bayou Community Foundation Supports
Local Food Banks before Busy Holiday
Season
The Bayou Community
Foundation (BCF) today announced a $2,000 grant to
Second Harvest Food Bank
to expand food distribution
at two food pantries in Terrebonne and Lafourche parishes
that currently feed over 1,200
local residents in need each
month.
With the grant, Second
Harvest has purchased refrigerators and freezers for its local food distribution partners
Plymouth Rock Baptist Church
in Houma and United Gospel
Tabernacle/Hope Center in
Galliano that will allow these
pantries to provide perishable
food items like meat and dairy
products to hungry families
on a regular basis.
“Hunger is very real in our
community, and there a growing need among local families
for basic, nutritious food that
most of us take for granted
every day, like meat, milk and
vegetables,” says BCF President Dr. James Leonard. “As
Bayou Community Foundation works to fill critical needs
in our community, food security has been one of our grant
priorities. We are pleased to
award this grant to Second
Harvest to help these local
food banks feed hundreds of
needy families right here at

home.”
The $2,000 BCF grant was
made possible by contributions to the foundation’s Second Harvest Fund, designed
to lead the fight against hunger and build food security in
Terrebonne, Lafourche and
Grand Isle.
“Second Harvest is grateful for the Bayou Community
Foundation’s support,” said
Natalie Jayroe, President and
CEO of Second Harvest Food
Bank. “We are continuing to
see an increase in the need
for food and groceries, especially in the Bayou Region
due to the downturn in the oil
and gas industry. This grant
is making a big difference by
providing two food pantries
in Lafourche and Terrebonne
Parishes with the equipment
they need to distribute more
nutritious food to hungry chil-

New Scholarship Created for Former
Dietetics Professor
Nicholls State University
announced a new scholarship named after a longtime
professor that will benefit dietetics students approaching
graduation.
The Dr. Colette Leistner
Memorial Endowed Scholarship was created with a donation made by her family
and friends as a way to honor
her legacy and the impact
she made on Nicholls and the
community.
A native of Kaplan, Louisiana, Dr. Leistner passed away
earlier this year. She served
as the director of dietetics at
Nicholls for 20 years before
she retired in 2013. Dr. Brigett
Scott, department head of
allied health sciences and interim assistant dean of the
College of Nursing and Allied
Health, was a student of Dr.
Leistner’s and worked with
her before she retired.
“She was funny and full of
stories; she taught by story-

dren, families, and seniors.”
Plymouth Rock Baptist
Church serves up to 235 residents a month and provides
55,000 pounds of food annually, and United Gospel Tabernacle/Hope Center serves
more than 1,000 residents a
month and provides 280,000
pounds of food a year.
“The freezer and refrigerator are great blessings to
Plymouth Rock Baptist Church
Food Bank. They allow us to
have more milk, eggs, meat
and frozen food to distribute
to our clients more often than
ever before. We would like
to thank Second Harvest and
the Bayou Community Foundation for these wonderful
gifts for our community,” said
Plymouth Rock food pantry
manager Barbara Moore.

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber
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to the Nicholls community
while maintaining a 2.75 GPA.
“One of her passions was
for other women to succeed,”
Dr. Scott said. “Having a scholarship in her name dedicated
to a program that is predominantly female is a way that
we can continue to carry on
her passion.” For more information or to apply for the
scholarship, visit nicholls.edu/
financial-aid/scholarships.

Employee Benefits Advisors
Commercial Insurance | Personal Insurance

community members to recognize a loved one
by dedicating an ornament in his/her honor,”
said Phyllis Peoples, president and CEO, TGMC.
“This event offers a unique way to make a donation, and a difference, during the season of
giving.”
The funds raised through Tree for Life will
help support early detection and screening
programs as well as the Cancer Center’s mission to improve survivorship and lessen the
burden of cancer in the Bayou Region. Participation makes a direct impact on the patients
and families we all love.
For more information or to purchase
a dove, please contact Tiffany Adams at (985)
850-6301 or tiffany.adams@marybird.com.
Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center at TGMC is located at 8166 Main St., Ste. 201, in Houma.
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telling,” Dr. Scott said. “She
was strict but you loved every
minute of her class because
you knew you were really
learning. It was a dynamic experience being her student.”
The $500 scholarship will
be awarded to students annually beginning Fall 2019.
Eligible students must be
senior dietetics majors who
are enrolled full-time and
demonstrate a commitment

G U L F STAT E S

Mary Bird Perkins TGMC Cancer Center
Host Tree for Life
Mary Bird Perkins TGMC Cancer Center invites family, friends and supporters to honor
cancer survivors, remember loved ones and
thank caregivers at a special Tree for Life ceremony Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. at the Cancer
Center.
Honor your loved ones by dedicating a dove
ornament that will be displayed on a holiday
tree at the Cancer Center during the month
of December. Ornaments may be purchased
at the front desk of the Center, or online at
mbptgmc.org/tree, with a minimum donation
of $10. All doves, including those purchased
after the event, will be hung on the tree and
will remain on display for the month of December. They may be picked up between Jan. 7-18,
2019 at the Cancer Center.
“The Tree for Life Holiday Ceremony is such
a beautiful way for patients, caregivers and

From left: Allison Callahan, Sherry Foret, Becky Gautreaux, Beth Sloan,
Dr. Jay Clune, Dr. Brigett Scott, Leah Porche, Jeremy Becker, Melissa
Riley and Amanda Gibson

New Trusted Name. Same Trusted Team.

C h r i s t i a n D. La p e y r e, r h u

Melissa Hunter

E l d r i d g e Ro b i c h a u x , r h u

Courtney Brinegar

Ke n St a p l e s

Sadie Hamby

Gena Babin

Nicki Plessala
Ashley Adams

call
985-601-3601
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#iGiveCatholic Raises $343,588 for Local Catholic
Organizations in the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux
The results of the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux’s
#iGiveCatholic are in! With
more than 1,330 donors a
total of $343,588 was raised
for our local community during the 24-hour online giving
event held on #GivingTuesday
(November 27, 2018). The
Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux
was part of the nationwide
giving day, resulting in $5.6
million collected for more
than 1,353 ministries within
29 archdioceses and dioceses.
Out of all 29 dioceses, the
Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux
was third in the most funds
raised, showing the amazing power of our local people
and the commitment to the
church on the Bayou.
“I want to thank the generous people of our diocese for
their outstanding response to
#iGiveCatholic. I am humbled
by the number of people in
our diocese that gave so graciously to support our local
ministries, what a great indication of the generosity and
faith of our people. Thank you
for coming together as one
diocese to help build up the
kingdom of God here in our
diocese by assisting so many
of our ministries. I am profoundly thankful for all who
participated and be assured of
my prayers for all,” said Bishop
Shelton Fabre.
The Catholic Foundation of
South Louisiana was thrilled
to host #iGiveCatholic for our
diocese and was able to raise
funds to be used for local incentive to empower and equip
people in our diocese to invest
in their communities. More
than 55 Catholic organizations
throughout our community
participated, along with more
than 1,300 Catholic organizations across the nation – making this the most successful
Catholic crowdfunding event
to date. Of the amount raised,
$23,000 was donated by local
businesses, and used as incentive funds to magnify donations. A very special thank you
our sponsors which include:
Cortec LLC, Block Law Firm,
Meyer Financial, and Bollinger
Shipyard.
For more information

about #iGiveCatholic or to
view the full list of results visit
www.houma-thibodaux.igive-

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber

catholic.org/, visit catholicfoundationsl.org or call 985850-3116.

Thank you to our
2018 event sponsors!

Intrested in hosting or sponsoring a 2019 event?

Call 876-5600 for more details!
of
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Atmae Accreditation for Integrated
Production Technologies & Drafting
The Association of Technology, Management, and
Applied Engineering (ATMAE)
Board of Accreditation has
accepted the accreditation
requests for the Associates of
Applied Science – Integrated
Production Technology and
the Associates of Applied Science – Drafting Technology
programs. These programs
will remain eligible for accreditation until 2022 at
which point the College will
go through a reaccreditation
process.
The Drafting and Design Technology program has been accredited through ATMAE since
2006 and the Integrated Production Technologies program
has been accredited through
ATMAE since 2012. The accreditation process includes
a review of the program to
identify it is meeting certain
requirements and standards.
A diverse committee reviews
program curriculum, standards, and facilities. The committee is typically made up of
a variety of professionals in
fields that pertain to the program.
Chancellor Dr. Kristine Strickland stated, “Fletcher Technical Community College is
proud to have achieved renewed accreditation for these

Integrated Production Technologies

Drafting and Design Technology

programs. The process of accreditation is important as it
conveys a standard of excellence in education and ensure
that our programs are meeting the highest standards.
We know that achieving reac-

creditation of our programs
gives our community and our
student’s confidence that
Fletcher continues to provide
the best possible educational
opportunities to the Bayou
Region.”

TARC Bell Choir to Perform at Main Library
Members of the TARC Bell Choir will present
an evening performance of holiday music at
the Terrebonne Parish Main Library, December
13 at 6:30 p.m.
As many as 300 individuals are served by the
Music Therapy program offered by TARC to its

clients. The Bell Choir is comprised of about 6
individuals and is led by adult services supervisor Karen Henderson. The members play their
arrangements using Kodaly hand signals. The
event is free and open to the public. For more
information, call Jessi at 985-850-5301.

Danos Reaches Two Safety Milestones

October 2018 marked two
significant safety milestones
for Danos. Danos’ production crew working for Shell
Appalachia celebrated seven
years without a recordable incident, as classified by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA). At
the same time, Danos’ team
working with EP Energy celebrated four years with no
OSHA recordable incidents.
“We are proud of the high
performance and continued
safety of our Shell and EP Energy teams,” said owner Mark
Danos. “Since our company’s
founding, our goal has always
been for our employees to return home in the same condition that they came to us, and
we are honored to share this
value in working with our customers.”
The Danos team operating
for Shell works in the Marcellus Shale areas of Tioga and
Lycoming counties, Pennsylvania. The team provides onshore production operation
support in addition to managing warehouse operations and
materials. Danos began work-
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Houma - Thibodaux
Personal Attention for your Business

liano and Dulac to be distributed during the
holiday season. Annually, more than 5 million
households in the United States required the
services of a food bank. Louisiana ranks 49th
in food security with more than 20 percent of
its residents having “limited or uncertain” access to foods, according to a report by Hunger
Free America. In Louisiana, an estimated one
in four children doesn’t have access to food,
according to FeedingAmerica.org. Since 2012,
Nicholls Can has collected and donated more
than 106,000 items.
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gent about safe work practices, such as pre-work inspections and observations, and
they take each task one at a
time. Our team takes care of
each other, and this is proof
that all of the care they take is
effective,” said Danos.
With over 2,100 employees, Danos has office locations
in Houston and Midland, Texas, and Martin’s Ferry, Ohio, in
addition to their Louisiana offices in Lafayette, Morgan City,
Carencro and Gray, where the
company is headquartered.

Raylan J. Alleman, CPA

Nicholls Food Drive Reaches Milestone
The Nicholls State University annual food
drive has surpassed a milestone, having now
collected more than 100,000 non-perishable
food items since its inception in 2012.
Nicholls community members were in the
giving spirit this year, donating 20,492 food
items during Nicholls CAN, which was Oct. 29
through Nov. 9. That amount is the secondhighest ever collected, an increase of 6,000
more than last year and nearly three times the
stated goal of 7,000 items.
Collected food items are donated to food
banks in Houma, Thibodaux, Raceland, Gal-

ing in the Marcellus Shale play
in 2011 and opened its current office in Martins Ferry,
Ohio, in 2017.
Danos’ team working
with EP Energy in the Eagle
Ford Shale has worked over
160,000 man hours over the
last four years with no recordable incidents. The team provides production operation
support and is responsible for
oil and gas production from
wells at multiple work sites
located south and west of San
Antonio, Texas.
“Our employees are dili-

• Compilations and Reviews
• Management Accounting and Consulting
• Business Tax Planning and Preparation
• Individual Tax Planning and Preparation
• Estate Tax Planning and Preparation
• Software Support

Locally Owned and Operated
25+ years experience in Terrebonne-Lafourche Region
www.allemancpa.com • ralleman@allemancpa.com • (985) 223-2350
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Holly Guidry selected as Realtor Spirit
recipient from the Bayou Board of Realtors
Keller Williams Realty
Bayou Partners is happy to
announce that their Broker/
Interim Operating Principal,
Holly Guidry, was selected as
the “Realtor Spirit Award” recipient from the Bayou Board
of Realtors at their Annual
Installation Banquet and Toys
for Tots Event on Friday, December 7, 2018 at Ellendale
Country Club.
The Realtor Spirit Award
is voted on by Realtors & Affiliates, from the Bayou Board
of Realtors. Holly has been a

Realtor for 20 years and was
voted for this award based on
her actions within the industry and with her clients.
Holly is currently serving as
a Director for the MLS Committee of the Bayou Board
of Realtors. Some of Holly’s
past accomplishments are
2001-2008 & 2012 Local Director for the Board of Directors of the Bayou Board of
Realtors, 2003 Realtor of the
Year, 2003 Realtor Congeniality Award and 2017 Professional Achievement Award.

Cardiovascular Institute of The South Uses
New Approach To Treat Peripheral Disease
From Wrist
Interventional cardiologists at Cardiovascular Institute of the South are performing radialto-peripheral interventional procedures for the
treatment of peripheral arterial disease (PAD).
A radial peripheral procedure allows the
physician to intervene on a blockage in the leg
through access from the radial artery in the left
wrist. This groundbreaking technique dramatically reduces bleeding and other complications
while increasing patient comfort post-procedure. It also allows patients to go home just a
couple of hours after the procedure.
“This is the final frontier in access for peripheral intervention,” said Dr. Ankur Lodha, who
performs the procedure in Lafayette. “Imagine
the patient satisfaction and increased comfort
because they can go home an hour after the
procedure. And while waiting, they can sit, relax, drink coffee and check their email—rather
than having to lie down.”
Dr. David Homan, interventional cardiologist
at CIS in Opelousas, said, “The more tools we
have to treat peripheral arterial disease, the

Photo by Kirk Voclain

Joseph “Joe” Boudreaux Named
“Realtor of The Year “From The
Bayou Board Of Realtor’s
Keller Williams Realty Bayou Partners is very proud to
announce that Joseph “Joe”
Boudreaux was awarded
the 2018 Realtor of the Year
Award from the Bayou Board
of Realtors on Friday, December 7, 2018 at their Annual Installation Banquet and Toys of
Tots Event at Ellendale Country Club.
Realtor of the Year is nominated and voted by the last 5
Realtor of the Year Winners.
The candidate is selected by
their Local, State and National
Involvement in Real Estate.
Joseph has many accomplishments including: 2011 Rookie

of the Year, 2015 Louisiana
Realtors Leadership Graduate, 2016 President of the
Bayou Board of Realtors, 2017
State Regional RVP, 20172018 State MLS Task Force
and 2019 Louisiana Realtors
Legislative Chair. In 2016,
Joseph dedicated his year
as Bayou Board President to
raise money for a local young
lady, Miss Jaden Robichaux, a
cancer survivor and Mary Bird
Perkins. He is currently still
holding fund raisers for yet
another local child, Holden
Giroir, who is also battling
cancer.
Joseph is a family man and

loves to help other. He lives
by a quote from his father
“Character is what happens
when you think no one is
watching”.

Photo by Kirk Voclain
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Binu Bashyal, RN, named as TGMC DAISY
Award Winner
Terrebonne General Medical Center (TGMC) is
proud to honor Binu Bashyal, RN, with the DAISY Award for Extraordinary Nurses. A Cardiac
Progressive Care nurse at TGMC, Binu displays
outstanding professionalism and compassion
while treating patients. She feels that TGMC has
provided her a platform to work in a wonderful
work environment and friendly coworkers. “I
had not expected to be awarded with the Daisy
Award in such a short tenure at TGMC. My heart
knew no bound with happiness when the TGMC
crew presented me with the award. I feel that
winning the award is an encouragement as I
feel my hard work does not go unnoticed. Also
it inspires me to provide even better care to my
patients,” said Bashyal.
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better. Utilizing the radial artery for treatment
of PAD, similar to how I generally treat coronary
artery disease, is a great way to provide safe
and successful treatment to the right patients.”
“It’s amazing to be able to go from the wrist
all the way down to the lower leg and open
blockages,” said Dr. Satish Gadi, CIS interventional cardiologist in Baton Rouge. “With this
new technology, patients can literally walk off
the operating bed, and it is incredible from a
patient safety and satisfaction standpoint.”
CIS utilizes the Diamondback 360® Extended
Length Peripheral Orbital Atherectomy Device
(OAD) from Cardiovascular Systems, Inc. (CSI®)
to treat patients with PAD. This disease affects
as many as 20 million Americans and is a circulatory condition in which narrowed and hardened blood vessels reduce blood flow to the
limbs and, if left untreated, could lead to limb
amputation.
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Come Celebrate the Chamber’s 100th Year Anniversary
at the 2019 Annual Banquet!
The 90th Annual Chamber Banquet will be Wednesday, January 30, 2019. The banquet is the Chamber’s biggest event of the
year featuring over 500 guests. Attendees enjoy food, drinks and
entertainment and is always a memorable time. The Chamber’s
newly installed and outgoing officers and board members are
going to be recognized within the evening’s festivities. Chamber
awards are going to be announced as well as HTV’s Eugene J.
Folse Outstanding Veteran Award, and The Courier’s Most Useful Citizen Award. In addition, the Teenager of the Year will also
be recognized and awarded a scholarship. This year’s keynote
speaker is David Hira.
David’s love for magic began when he was a child living in Chi-

cago. From there, he watched master magician Mark Wilson and
David Copperfield, and was so inspired that he realized it was
more than a performance—it was proof that anything was possible! David loves to show people how they have the same ability in their lives as he does as a magician. Through his magic and
his motivational speaking, David strives to show people how to
find ways to do things instead of reasons they couldn’t do them.
We hope to see you there! We also have varying sponsorship
opportunities still available and tickets are available until Friday,
January 11, 2019. For sponsorships or ticket sales, please call the
Chamber office at 985-876-5600.

SLCC PN Grads Receive
100% Pass Rate on Nclex
Exam

2019 Annual Banquet Sponsorship Levels:
–Diamond Sponsor $5,000–
• 2 tables (16 banquet tickets - $1120 value)
• Company logo/listing on all event promotion including
homepage banner ad, FOCUS (monthly newsletter),
e-Focus (weekly e-newsletter), event program,
event presentation and event signage
• Company banner ad on Chamber’s homepage for
2 months ($1000 value)

• Company logo ad on Chamber’s homepage for
2 months ($200 value)
• Company ad in e-Focus, weekly e-newsletter for
8 weeks ($200 value)
• Business spotlight in Focus, monthly newsletter

• Monthly flyer insert in Chamber’s FOCUS newsletter
(sponsor must provide flyers - $160 value)

–Ruby Sponsor $3,500–
• 1 table (8 banquet tickets - $560)
• Company logo/listsing on all event promotion including
FOCUS (monthly newsletter), eFocus (weekly
e-newsletter), event program, event presentation
and event signage
• Company banner ad on Chamber’s homepage for
1 month ($500 value)

• Company logo ad on Chamber’s homepage for
2 months ($200 value)
• Company ad in e-Focus, weekly e-newsletter for
8 weeks ($200 value)
• Business spotlight in Focus, monthly newsletter

• Monthly flyer insert in Chamber’s FOCUS newsletter
(sponsor must provide flyers - $160 value)

–Sapphire Sponsor $2,500–
• 1 table (8 banquet tickets - $560)
• Company logo/listsing on all event promotion including
FOCUS (monthly newsletter), eFocus (weekly
e-newsletter), event program, event presentation
and event signage

• Company logo ad on Chamber’s homepage for
2 months ($200 value)
• Company ad in e-Focus, weekly e-newsletter for
8 weeks ($200 value)

–Garnet Sponsor $1,100–
• 1 table (8 banquet tickets - $560)
• Company listed in Focus, monthly newsletter
• Company listed in event program

• Company logo ad on Chamber’s homepage for
2 months ($200 value)
• Company ad in e-Focus, weekly e-newsletter for
8 weeks ($200 value)

–Opal Sponsor $550–
• Four banquet tickets
• Company listed in Focus, monthly newsletter
• Company listed in event program
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Two classes of South Louisiana Community College’s recent
Practical Nursing graduates successfully achieved a 100% National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX-PN) board pass
rate. The two classes include the December 2017 class from Lafayette and the Spring 2018 class from Crowley.
The national average pass rate is 85.4%, according to the National Council of State Boards of Nursing.
“I’m so proud of the accomplishments of all
classes but
this is a testament to what hard work and commitment will do,”
said Dr. Rebecca Harris-Smith, SLCC’s Dean of Nursing and Allied
Health. “I also want to thank the faculty for a job well done.”
According a Gallup Poll released this year, nursing remains
number one on the list for the most trusted profession. It has
been listed as the number one most trusted profession for 16
consecutive years.
“We believe nursing is a calling that a student must be inspired to do,” said Harris-Smith. “Our faculty and administration
want to ensure that each graduate is a competent, compassionate, and caring nurse prepared to provide holistic healthcare to
their patients.”
The field is expected to increase by 12% in the next decade as
the baby-boomer population ages, according to the U.S. Department of Labor. This is faster than average for most occupations.
The college, which operates Practical Nursing programs at
seven of its nine campuses, will graduate PN students this December from classes in Abbeville, Lafayette, Morgan City, and
St. Martinville.

• Company listed in event presentation
• Company listed on event signage
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