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Calendar

Contact Us!
2021 OFFICERS:

Chairman of the Board
Michael Garcia, M.D.

MAY:
5/31		

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY
Chamber Office closed

South Louisiana Medical Associates

6/8		

CHAMBER SMALL BUSINESS DIVERSIFICATION TASK FORCE COMMITTEE MEETING
Chamber Office / Virtual | 9:00 a.m.

Watkins, Walker, Eroche and Hoychick, Attorneys at Law

6/8		

CHAMBER DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
Chamber Office / Virtual | 12:00 Noon

6/10		

SCIA PRESENTS WorkKEYS WORKSHOP
Fletcher Technical Community College Room 213 | 8:300 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Call 985-851-2201

Vice Chair-Community Development Division
Kristine Strickland, Ph.D.

6/17		

“WOMEN HEALTH” WBA NETWORKING BREAKFAST
Featuring Windy Adams (Houma Health & Wellness)
Chamber Office | 8:00 a.m.

Fletcher Technical Community College

6/22		

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON LOCAL DELEGATION
The Courtyard by Marriott, 142 Library Drive | 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Vice Chair-Chamber Development Division
LaDonna Cruse

Stephanie Hebert Insurance Agency

JUNE:

Chairman-Elect
William “Bill” Eroche

Treasurer
Nicholas “Nick” Hebert

Stephanie Hebert Insurance Agency

For more information about any Chamber event
call (985) 876-5600 or email info@houmachamber.com.
Please visit www.houmachamber.com to register and to keep updated on any changes.
Please note all event details are subject to change depending on current COVID restrictions
and the Chamber always abides by restriction guidelines.

Vice Chair-Infrastructure & Economic Development Division
Brett Means
Synergy Bank

Vice Chair-Government Activities Division
Carleton Casey, Jr.
Buquet Distributing Company

Immediate Past Chairman of the Board
Chuck Weaver, Jr.
South Louisiana Financial Services

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Melissa Adams
Danos

Deanne Benoit

Kevin Ghirardi

Terrebonne General
Medical Center

Southern Human Resource
Solutions, LLC

Tonya Harris

MacDonell United Methodist
Children’s Services

Trapp Cadillac-Chevrolet, Inc.

Kim Chauvin

Big Mike’s BBQ Smokehouse

Kevin Champagne

David’s Seafood Company

Sondra Corbitt

EmpowHERed

Charles Kornegay
Judith Lewis
John Rogers
b1BANK

Houma Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau

Monique Crochet

Nicholls State University

IN THIS ISSUE:
Hurricane Season kicks off June first and runs through November 30th.
Be prepared with tips from the Terrebonne Parish Emergency Preparedness Guide
in this issue. Also, read about new members Digitech Office Machines, news from
our members, and see what we have been up to with our photo gallery!

STAFF
Nicol Blanchard

CEO
nicol@houmachamber.com

Heidi Guidry

Communications and Events
Coordinator
heidi@houmachamber.com

Cyndi Wilson

Executive Assistant
cyndi@houmachamber.com

Tara Wolfe

Sales and Membership
Coordinator
tara@houmachamber.com

6133 Hwy.311 | Houma, LA 70360 | 985.876.5600 | Fax 985.876.5611 | www.houmachamber.com
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New Member Spotlight
We sat down with Megan Landry Landreneau who is
the Sr. Account Executive at Digitech Office Machines for a
chance to get to know one of our new members.

sell and truly believe in your full team is what sets us apart,”
Megan says. When a customer is down, all they must do is call,
and their techs will be there as soon as possible to get them
back up and running.

Megan was born in Houma and moved to Lafayette
when she was 11 years old. She attended Comeaux high school
where she met the love of her life. She and her husband both
graduated from the University of Louisiana of Lafayette in
2012. The two married in 2013 and have
two sons, Owen and Jude.

One thing she enjoys most about her job at Digitech is
how every single person wants her to be successful. “Everyone
is willing to help with anything that I may need.” Her primary
responsibility is going to visit current or even
potential customers and see what exactly
they would need from a copy machine or
printer. “I look for what their current concerns are and I try to present an option that
will hopefully make their day-to-day work
headache-free and even potentially save them
some money.”

Megan has a background in Outside sales for over 12 years. Most of her
sales experience has been in the oil and gas
industry where she handled territories that
supplies the Gulf of Mexico as well as land
pipelines. She was unfortunately laid off in
March 2020 due to a major turndown in
the oilfield and COVID. She said she was
lucky to find Digitech and started working
with them in October 2020. She said she
has hit the ground running and it has been
a complete change of scenery.

Although the company is based out
of Lafayette, they have some Houma ties.
“When I first told my company, I was from
Megan Landry
Houma they asked if I would be interested in
Landreneau
trying to see if I could get some business out
there and I said sure! One of the first things
my sales manager Natalie asked me to do is find the chamDigitech Office Machines is located at 2423 South Col- ber and become a member.” Digitech is involved with many
lege Road in Lafayette, Louisiana. They have proudly provided different Chambers throughout Louisiana and they have first
office machine services to the
handed seen the major benefits! They like to be as involved in
Lafayette area and beyond.
the Chamber as possible and try to be at as many of the major
Their vision is to provide perevents as possible.
sonalized services like the old
days with today’s high stan“My goal at Digitech is to become as successful as posdards in technology.
sible and I know the Chamber is one of the best ways for me to
One thing that makes Megan’s
accomplish my goals. The chamber always has your back and
job easier to sell to her clients
willing to help in so many ways. Being part of a chamber helps
is that the company has a great
businesses thrive all around. I look forward to growing my
service team. “Selling a product customer base here in Houma!” Welcome to the Chamber!!
is one thing but being able to
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Danos Establishes New Service Line and
Names Theriot GM

Board of Regents Grant to Promote
Diversity, Quality Assurance Training

Danos recently launched intelligent integrated materials solutions (i2ms), a cutting-edge, technology-based service offering
that utilizes people, processes and technology to provide warehousing logistics and inventory management. Scott Theriot will
lead the 20-plus member i2ms team in his new role as general
manager of supply chain services.
“Danos has long been a trusted partner in the energy industry,
and we have hundreds of employees partnering with customers
at shorebases and materials warehouses across the U.S.,” said
Owner Eric Danos. “i2ms, is a merger of our 74 years of experience supporting customers and the latest supply chain technology, and we’re excited to be able to offer this new service to our
customers.”
Scott Theriot
Danos worked with a team of technology experts to create i2ms’
customizable data platform that optimizes materials management operations regarding inventory, warehouse and logistics.
“Customers are already seeing cost savings of 10-30%, depending on the scale of implementation,” said Theriot. “Our service is founded on the understanding that accurate, visible and
up-to-date information is the key to greater efficiency, particularly as it relates to materials management.”
A former Danos Employee of the Year, Theriot began his career in Danos’ fabrication shop in
2003. He has since served in several positions including personnel coordinator, account manager
and, most recently, deepwater operations manager.
“Scott has a proven track-record of leadership in managing inventory and supply chain for our
customers,” said Danos. “As general manager he is helping Danos evolve in materials management, keeping us at the forefront of providers for our customers.”
Theriot holds a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from Nicholls State University and a Master
of Science in Supply Chain Management from Florida Institute of Technology. He and his wife
Erica have two children and live in Cut Off, Louisiana.

Nicholls State University will advance and
enhance teacher training thanks to a grant
from the Louisiana Board of Regents.
Dr. Leah Peterson, assistant professor of
teacher education, received $30,000 to use
for quality assurance and diversity initiatives in
the Department of Teacher Education.
The grant money will hire consultants to
guide training with each initiative. Dr. Peterson’s proposal was the top-rated proposal under the board’s enhancement funding guidelines.
The consultants will advise the College of
Education and Behavioral Sciences for a year.
But the benefits, Dr. Peterson said, will last
long after the grant funding ends. Objectives
for the consultants include:
• Enhanced recruiting for more diverse faculty and teaching candidates
• Increased support for program evaluation,
and diversity, equity and inclusion
• Extra focus on the impacts teacher preparation programs have on K-12 learning.
“The consultants will give us a fresh, objective perspective with expertise in these areas,”
Dr. Peterson said. The new programs will im-

A WORLD OF
EXPERIENCE
IN YOUR
HOME TOWN.

pact over 600 teaching candidates. That benefit will then pass on to the students those
future teachers educate after they graduate.
“Our graduates will enter the workforce
with better training, increased knowledge and
improved professional dispositions,” she said.
“We will also share the findings from this project with other departments and universities.”
The grant will also fund professional development for Nicholls faculty. Dr. Peterson said
the training will also focus on diversity and
program evaluation methods.
“An investment in our state’s education is an
investment in Louisiana’s future, plain and simple,” Dr. Peterson said. “Education delivered by
passionate, empathetic and skilled teachers is
one of the most fundamental ways to have a
positive impact and institute change.” Dr. Peterson noted that no faculty will receive money from the grant.
“This shows how important this work is,”
she said. “Our payment will be better serving
our candidates and local school districts.” For
more information on Nicholls Teacher Education, visit nicholls.edu/education/teacher-education.

You don’t have to search far and wide for professionals that can handle your most complicated
accounting needs. Bourgeois Bennett brings the power of the industry’s leading staff right to your
neighborhood. We are one of the state’s top accounting and consulting firms offering a myriad
of services from tax planning for businesses and individuals and audit and assurance to litigation
and forensic accounting. We are also your neighbors and eager to share our years of accumulated
knowledge to help you reach your goals or prepare for the unexpected. Call us today and let us show
you how we can help you thrive without leaving home.

bourgeoisbennett.com
New Orleans 504.831.4949 | North Shore 985.246.3022 | Houma 985.868.0139 | Thibodaux 985.447.5243
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Photo Gallery

Special thank you to guest speaker Chief Deputy Commissioner Nicholas Lorusso and lunch sponsor Allstate Insurance. Also pictured is April Non-Profit Spotlight, Bond Youth & Community.

Pictured is members with the Chamber Development Committee presenting donations to April Non-Profit
Spotlight Bond Youth & Community. The organization has a heart for our community youth and are taking
strides to better our parish. For more information, visit www.bondyouthcommunity.org!

Congratulations to Finding Our Roots African American Museum on your grand reopening! The organization celebrated with an unveiling of their new exhibit, ”Blood, Sweat, and Tears.” Visit them at 918 Roussell
Street in Houma!

Pictured from left to right is Sherry & Cherry Wilmore (Everybody’s Favorite Twins), Betsy Barnes (Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser’s Office), Chamber Staff Tara Wolfe, and Judy Smart at the Finding Our Roots ribboncutting ceremony.

Congratulations to Terrebonne Churches United Food Bank on your donation from Entergy! The check
presentation celebrated a generous gift that will help the local food bank with a walk-in freezer which will
allow larger quantities of food to be kept on hand.

Firehouse Subs awarded grants to Village East Fire Protection District and Terrebonne Parish Fire Protection District No. 4A!
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Photo Gallery

Pictured are members from the Buquet Distributing Team, Randy Young, Matthew Meche, and Kevin
Thibodaux at the 13th Annual Chamber Golf Classic.

Thank you, towel sponsors, for also joining us at the tournament! Pictured are Tyler Blanchard, Ryan McFarlain, Mike Landry, and Jeff Russo.

Special thank you to Meyer Financial for coming out and joining as Clubhouse Sponsors for the 13th Annual Golf Classic!

Thank you, Quizine Quarters, for coming out as an Exclusive Hole Sponsor! Your food was a hit!

Pictured is Misty who not only joined us with Downtown Jeaux Coffee Café as a team, but also provided
breakfast as a Clubhouse Sponsor!

Congratulations to Coca-Cola United, the tournament’s first place winners! Team players were Robbie Naquin, Levi Martin, George Blanchard, and Bo Billiot.
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Be Prepared: 2021 Hurricane Season
Hurricane season 2021 kicks on June first and runs
through November 30th, and unfortunately, forecasters are
predicting an above-average season. 2020 was a VERY active
year with 30 total named storms, 13 hurricanes which included
six major hurricanes (top winds of 111 MPH or greater.) South
Louisiana knows how to be prepared and 2021 shouldn’t be any
different.

available? Check with your area’s emergency manager for
information on your community’s evacuation plans.
Pets. How will you provide for your pets’ care and
safety? Will you evacuate with them? Will they have plenty
of food and safe shelter if left behind?
Consider if there is someone you would tell if you
decided to leave home in an emergency (neighbors, outof-town friends, relatives, or others.) Doing this also
gives family members someone else to contact about your status
if they can’t get in touch with you.

According to the Terrebonne Parish Emergency Preparedness Guide, Terrebonne Parish Consolidated Government
stands ready to meet any crisis that may threaten our people.
The guide includes many helpful tips, resources, information,
maps, and more to be ready for anything thrown our way.

Where would you go if you needed to evacuate? Would
you go to a shelter? Do you have out-of-town friends
or relatives who could house you? Remember, hotel rooms
are difficult to find during an emergency.

The start of hurricane season is a good time to review
your existing plans and update them accordingly- or make plans
if you don’t have any. You have decisions to make if you decide
to stay to ride out the storm or plan to evacuate. Experts say
emergency plans should address basic issues such as these:

Map Out where you would meet and who you would
call if you were separated from other family members in
an emergency.

Make sure you have basic emergency supplies, such as
battery-powered radio, flashlights, batteries, a first-aid kit,
and so forth.

Stock up. Keep at least a three-day supply of nonperish
able food items on hand and devise a means of storing
ample water for that time frame, in case you need it.

Know the emergency broadcast station frequency
for your area.

Pack identification, some cash, copies of
important papers, medications you take regularly,
clothing for at least a few days, and other
necessities for daily living. You also might want to take copies
of a few family photos or other sentimental items you could
reasonably transport.

Think about measures you need to take to protect
your home and property. Are there things you can’t do well
in advance, such as trimming trees, to prepare for a storm? And
what will you need to do at the last minute, such as turning off
utilities, securing loose items, or covering windows?

These are just a few tips the guide offers. To read more,
visit www.tohsep.com, or pick up a copy at the Chamber’s office.

What route would you take during an
evacuation? Do you have a car, and would you drive? Would you
need to depend on public transportation, and if so, will it be

Storm Names: 2021 Season
Ana
Bill
Claudette
Danny
Elsa
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Peter
Rose
Sam
Teresa
Victor
Wanda
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Thank you to

New

our Sponsors
Golf Cart Sponsors

Members

Photo Sponsor

Sweet Kraving Donuts
Alycia Johnson

Drink Cart Sponsors

(985) 381-0370
209 Bayou Garden Blvd. Ste. L
Houma, LA 70364
www.sweetkraving.com

Hole-In-One

Bakery, Retail

Cruzing Hands, LLC

Clubhouse Sponsors

Wanda Triggs

(985) 257-2000
231 Derusso St.
Houma, LA 70364
Contract Labor Consulting

Exclusive Hole Sponsors

Chateau Plaza LLC
Dawn Voisin

500 Corporate Drive Ste. E
Houma, LA 70360
Retail

Transech, LLC
Cassi Davis

Flag Sponsors

(985) 208-3002
7 Professional Dr.
Houma, LA 70360
www.transech.com

Towel Sponsors

Technology Consulting

Digital Insyte
Cassi Davis

(985) 879-1044
7 Professional Dr.
Houma, LA 70360
www.digitalinsyte.com

Tandem Hole Sponsors
biopure•Chauvin Brothers, Inc.•Eatel Business•Everybody’s Favorite
Twins•First American Bank and Trust•Woody Falgoust, Title, Law, Estates

Computer Networking

In-Kind Sponsors

Xecutive Empire

biopure•Cannata’s Family Market•Chris Ledet Homes, LLC•Coca-Cola United•
Cypress Bayou Casnino Hotel•Firehouse Subs•Louisiana Seafood•Main Iron
Works, LLC•Pelican Waste & Debris, LLC•Safeworx Safety Solutions, LLC•Sarah
Dickerson Photography•South Central Planning & Development•Southeast LA
Home Builders•Terrebonne General Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center
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Melanie Diggs

(985) 217-5258
319 Central Ave.
Houma, LA 70364
Janitorial Service- Commercial and Residential
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Terrebonne General Health System Names
Sara Rodrigue, Physician Relations Coordinator
Terrebonne General Health System welcomes Sara Rodrigue as the Physician Relations Coordinator. Rodrigue has been an integral member of the Terrebonne General staff
since 2018 in the Terrebonne Quality Health
Network (TQHN).  Her extensive clinical experience includes her previous position as a nurse
supervisor with Family Doctor Clinic.  She is a
Houma native.  
As Physicians Relation Coordinator, Rodrigue will lead recruitment efforts to bring exceptional physicians to the medical staff.  She
will handle new physician onboarding, which

includes orientation, forms assistance, and
EPIC training as well as physician recognition
programs.
Rodrigue will also will also manage the new
“Our Future” observation program, which
gives medical and allied health students the
opportunity to shadow next to seasoned,
practicing physicians in order to advance their
knowledge of medicine and technology, while
also learning about the newest services on the
market today.
Sara Rodrigue

Vandebilt Catholic High School Appoints Head
Football Coach and Names New Athletic Director
Vandebilt Catholic is pleased to announce the appointment of its new head
football coach. Mr. Tommy Minton has
been chosen to lead the Vandebilt Catholic football program for the 2021-2022
school year. Mrs. Kayla Vicknair, who currently serves as assistant athletic director
will assume the role of athletic director
for the upcoming school year.
Minton, brings over thirty years of
coaching experience with him to Vandebilt Catholic. Not long after graduating
from Nicholls State University in 1987,
he worked as a running backs coach for
his alma mater. During his earlier career, Minton coached football at several
schools in Louisiana including Sunset
High School, where he also served as
Head Track Coach. In 1993, he earned
his first head football coach position and
athletic director title at Central Catholic
in Morgan City. From 1998-2013, Minton
took those same roles on at Patterson
High School. He returned to the Diocese
of Houma-Thibodaux and Central Catholic in 2014 to lead the football team once
again. He is a ten-time District Coach of
the Year and has taken 9 teams to the
quarterfinal round and beyond during his
football coaching career, including 2 appearances in the LHSAA state championship. He was also named the LSWA State
Coach of the Year in 2002 and 2010.
Tommy Minton has been named the
seventeenth head football coach in the

history of Vandebilt Catholic based on his
experience, character, ability, aptitude,
interview performance, and philosophy.
The selection committee feels confident
that he will not only exemplify positive
leadership but will also promote spiritual
formation, which coincides with the mission of Vandebilt Catholic High School.
Ginny Medina-Hamilton, VCHS Principal shared, “Vandebilt Catholic is excited
to welcome Coach Tommy Minton to our
staff! His successful career as a football
coach and his exemplary work in Catholic education is an incredible asset to our
students, programs, school, and community.”
Jeremy Gueldner, VCHS President added, “We’re excited to add a coach of Minton’s caliber, experience and background
in Catholic education to our staff.”
Current assistant athletic director,
Kayla Vicknair, will continue her work
in the athletic department and serve as
the athletic director, beginning with the
2021-2022 school year. She has served at
Vandebilt Catholic for 11 years in leadership roles including guidance counselor,
resource director, and assistant principal. She has also been the cheerleading
coach for the past 10 years, bringing
home multiple state titles and 2 national
championships.
Vicknair stated: “I am both honored
and excited to serve our student-athletes
and coaches of Vandebilt Catholic. As

athletic director, I will strive to instill excellence in our student athletes in all facets of their lives. I will continue to foster
a program that inspires young people to
be the best version of themselves athletically, academically but most important,
spiritually.”
Ginny Medina-Hamilton, VCHS Principal stated, “We are so pleased to have
Kayla Vicknair moving into the role of
athletic director. Having served as assistant this past year, her organizational
skills, passion for all things Vandebilt,
and leadership have proven a true benefit to our school. We are fortunate that
her continued presence in the athletic
office can offer us consistency and continued growth.”
Jeremy Gueldner added, “ Mrs. Vicknair has served the Vandebilt Catholic
community in a number of capacities.
She has a deep understanding of the
mission of the school and the charism
of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart. She
has shown leadership ability and a commitment to excellence in developing students, staff, and coaches.”
Vandebilt Catholic High School congratulates both Tommy Minton and Kayla
Vicknair for their new roles at Vandebilt
Catholic and their commitment to Catholic education within the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux.

Submitting Your Articles for Member News
Our Member News section of the Focus is a great way for Chamber members
to promote your event or project, and
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words or less may be submitted to info@
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houmachamber.com by the 1st of each
month for publication in the following
month’s newsletter, space permitting.
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Rotary Club of Houma Kicks Off
Centennial Celebration
The Rotary Club of Houma is continuing
its centennial celebration by donating 100
cases of canned corn to the Terrebonne
Churches United Foodbank.  
Throughout the year, Rotary Club of
Houma will be supporting the community
with donations and acts of service in the
multiples of 100 to celebrate 100 years.
Last month, the club donated 100 books
to their new lending library in downtown
Houma. This month, the 100 cases of corn
– or 2,400 cans - to the Foodbank will help
to fill food donation boxes for more than
800 local families.
“Rotarians in our community have long
supported the Terrebonne Foodbank in
many ways,” Jerry Ledet, Rotary Club of
Houma President, said. “It’s only fitting
that we celebrate our 100 years with a
meaningful donation that will benefit so
many in need.”
Officially chartered in 1921, the Rotary
Club of Houma was created by a group of
business leaders who were committed to
making a profound difference in our community. Today, multiple local Rotary groups have been
created from the Rotary Club of Houma. Together, we will celebrate 100 years of “service above
self” in Terrebonne Parish with community-wide projects.

Pictured from left to right is Chamber CEO Nicol Montiville, MacDonnell Children’s Services Executive Director Kevin Champagne, and Chamber staff Tara Wolfe. MacDonnell Childern’s Services were April’s NonProfit Spotlight of the month. The organization helps foster children in our area and are constantly making
a difference in our community. Visit www.macdonellchildren.org for more information.

oming up with the

Member Milestones

Chamber

June Anniversaries

15
Years

Bayou Society for Human Resource
Management, Bayou SHRM
Nicholls State University

Tuesday, June 22nd •11:30 AM
Courtyard by Marriott
142 Library Drive, Houma LA 70360
Guest Speakers: Local Delegation
Sponsored by:

10
Years

Propriete Shoppe LLC

5
Years

Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses
Paisley Park Resale
Seating is limited. Registration is $25 for members, $30 for
non-members. The registration and cancellation deadline is
Tuesday, June 15th. To register, call (985) 876-5600, email
info@houmachamber.com, or visit www.houmachamber.com.
Houma-Terrebonne Chamber
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Happy Anniversary!
Thank you for trusting the Chamber!
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At the Wellness Center,
we’re improving the
health of the region
one person at a time
And this means...

More game time

More first times

Isn’t it time to start living your best life?
Change Starts Here.
Prevention | Education | Fitness | Rehabilitation
Sports Medicine | Physician Specialists | Wellness Services

More crunch time

For more information, call: 985.493.4400.

thibodaux.com

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber
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More party time
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