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Calendar

Contact Us!
2021 OFFICERS:

Chairman of the Board
Michael Garcia, M.D.

NOVEMBER:
25 & 26 HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
		

South Louisiana Medical Associates

Chamber office will be closed

Chairman-Elect
William “Bill” Eroche

DECEMBER:
4		
TERREBONNE FINE ARTS GUILD RIBBON CUTTING
		
		
7
		
14
		
17		
		
24
31

Watkins, Walker, and Eroche, Attorneys at Law

630 Belanger Street, Houma | 2:00 p.m.
CHAMBER DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
Houma Chamber office | 12:00 p.m.
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON
Guest Speaker: Gordon Dove, Terrebonne Parish President
The Courtyard by Marriott, 142 Library Drive, Houma | 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
WBA LUNCHEON
Plantation Inn, 1381 West Tunnel Boulevard,  Houma | 12:00 p.m.
MERRY CHRISTMAS
Chamber office will be closed
HAPPY NEW YEAR - SEE YOU IN 2022!
Chamber office will be closed

Treasurer
Nicholas “Nick” Hebert

Hebert Insurance Agency

Vice Chair-Community Development Division
Kristine Strickland, Ph.D.
Fletcher Technical Community College

Vice Chair-Chamber Development Division
LaDonna Cruse

Hebert Insurance Agency

Vice Chair-Infrastructure & Economic Development Division
Brett Means
Synergy Bank

For more information about any Chamber event call (987) 876-5600
or email info@houmachamber.com.
Visit www.houmachamber.com to register and to keep updated on any changes.
*Events in red denotes Chamber events

Vice Chair-Government Activities Division
Carleton Casey, Jr.
Buquet Distributing Company

Immediate Past Chairman of the Board
Chuck Weaver, Jr.
South Louisiana Financial Services

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Melissa Adams
Danos

Deanne Benoit

Southern Human Resource
Solutions, LLC

IN THIS ISSUE:
In this issue of the December Focus, we have Danos who continuously contributes to
the community by giving back in various ways. In the article, you will find out how Danos
helped the bayou community, and their employees recover after Hurricane Ida impacted
the region. In the next article, we have Eastside Day who provides children in East Houma
with uniforms, backpacks, shoes, haircuts and so much more to help them prepare for
each upcoming school year.  We hope everyone has a fantastic Christmas and we can’t
wait to see what next year brings for the Chamber and Terrebonne Parish.
As we continue to recover and rebuild from hurricane Ida, we have compiled a list of
recovery resources and important information at www.houmachamber.com/resources.
As we receive more information, this page will continue to be updated.  

Kevin Ghirardi

Terrebonne General
Medical Center

Shane Golman
b1Bank

Kevin Champagne

Tonya Harris

Kim Chauvin

Trapp Cadillac-Chevrolet, Inc.

Sondra Corbitt

Big Mike’s BBQ Smokehouse

MacDonell United Methodist
Children’s Services
David’s Seafood Company
Houma Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau

EmpowHERed

Charles Kornegay
Judith Lewis
John Rogers
b1BANK

Monique Crochet

Nicholls State University

STAFF
Nicol Montiville

CEO
nicol@houmachamber.com

Tyler Duplantis

Communications and Events
Coordinator
tyler@houmachamber.com

Cyndi Wilson

Executive Assistant
cyndi@houmachamber.com

Tara Wolfe

Sales and Membership
Coordinator
tara@houmachamber.com

6133 Hwy.311 | Houma, LA 70360 | 985.876.5600 | Fax 985.876.5611 | www.houmachamber.com
Houma-Terrebonne Chamber

of

Commerce Focus/November 18, 2021

3

w w w. H o u m a C h a m b e r. c o m

Bayou Region Business Organizations Launch
Housing Initiative
A coalition of local business and industry organizations lead by the Terrebonne
Economic Development Foundation
launched on Tuesday, November 3, 2021,
a privately funded initiative to provide
short -term temporary housing to local
residents and workers displaced by Hurricane Ida.
“With the support of business and
industry in our region and charitable investments from private donors, we are
excited to launch this housing initiative
for Terrebonne and Lafourche to get individuals and families into safe and stable
housing. We believe that the private sector can play a critical role providing housing solutions that supplement the public
programs for emergency housing,” said,
Dr. Michael Garcia, Chair of Terrebonne
Economic Development Foundation
Board.
Other local business groups participating in the housing initiative include Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce,
Lafourche Chamber of Commerce,
Thibodaux Chamber of Commerce,
South Louisiana Economic Council, South
Central Industrial Association, and Bayou
Industrial Group. Additionally, the program will enhance the efforts of many
community nonprofits which have been
working on the ground to provide housing assistance to impacted residents of
Terrebonne and Lafourche Parishes.
The program is providing new and
used travel trailer housing, with the first
delivered Tuesday, to some of the hardest hit families.  These families are identified by community partners who are doing work in these communities and assist
us with ensuring the limited supply gets
to those who are most in need.   These
community partners include Hache
Grant Association, the Helio Foundation,
the United Houma Nation, the InterTribal Council, the Pointe – au – Chien
Tribal Council, Catholic Charities Diocese
of Houma-Thibodaux, Terrebonne Parish
NAACP, and Louisiana Shrimp Industry
Coalition.  
The first phase investment was led by
a group of very generous donor organizations which have committed to help
provide stable housing in the aftermath
of Hurricane Ida, including:
• Bayou Community Foundation $500,000
• Chevron - $100,000
• Blue Cross Blue Shield of Louisiana
Foundation - $250,000
• Chandamuri Foundation - $100,000
• BHP - $500,000
“We truly appreciate the generosity of
these donors and their commitment to
the bayou region. We have got a lot of
work ahead of us, and these donations
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will assist in our efforts to provide stable
housing for our citizens in Terrebonne
Parish (The Good Earth),” said Gordon
Dove, Terrebonne Parish President.
“As our region begins the long road
to recovery, thousands of local residents
remain homeless or continue to live in
unsafe or unhabitable dwellings.   Addressing this housing crisis is a priority
for Bayou Community Foundation.   We
are pleased to support our local business
community in this innovative program
that will help to fill our critical housing
needs, provide safe housing to some
of our neediest residents, and help our
community begin the process of rebuilding,” said Bayou Community Foundation
Executive Director Jennifer Armand.
“The Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Louisiana Foundation has committed
$5M to Hurricane Ida relief and as part
of this we are proud to partner with
these organizations to address the critical need for housing in South Louisiana,”
said Michael Tipton, President of the
Foundation and Head of Community Relations for Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Louisiana. “We know that having a safe
and stable place to live is a critical social
determinant of health and given the devastation of Hurricane Ida this investment
is one way we can begin to help meet
the housing needs of those who are supporting their neighbors and are helping
the region move forward on the path
to long-term rebuilding. We hope other
businesses and philanthropic organizations across the country will join us in addressing the housing needs in the Bayou
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Region.”
“Our thoughts and prayers remain
with the people of southeast Louisiana
who have been impacted by Hurricane
Ida,” said Leah Brown, public affairs manager for Chevron’s Gulf of Mexico Business Unit.  “We’re proud to partner with
the Terrebonne Economic Development
Foundation on this important initiative
and help the Bayou Region during this
challenging time. Our hope is that by
having access to housing, residents will
have the stability they need to recover
from the storm and rebuild their lives.”
“At BHP, our purpose is to bring people
and resources together to build a better
world,” said Graham Salmond, General
Manager, North America and Caribbean
for BHP. “Housing – one of the most basic needs – is critical to the economic
and social recovery of those in our host
communities in South Louisiana. We are
pleased to partner with Terrebonne Economic Development Authority to stand
in the gap and help the communities rebuild from the effects of Hurricane Ida.”
Terrebonne Economic Development
Foundation and the business organizations will continue efforts to seek additional funds to implement a second
phrase of this program to continue to
provide support for rebuilding our community. If you would like to contribute
to the Bayou Business Community Housing Initiative, you can donate at www.
paypal.me/TEDFO or contact TEDFo at
985.873.6890. If you need emergency
housing, please contact the community
partner listed above.
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Photo Gallery

The world-famous Budweiser Clydesdales made their way to Houma! Thank you to Buquet Distributing
Company for hosting such a wonderful event!

A huge congratulations to Cheramie Screen Printing LLC for their new office location at 209 Bayou Gardens
Blvd. Suite G in Houma, LA. Thank you to everyone who came out and made this event spectacular, including the Sophisticats!

Our October Business After Hours was filled with music, prizes, drinks and much more! Thank you to the
Bayou Terrebonne Distillers, Houma Elks Lodge #1193, Keep Terrebonne Beautiful, and the Houma Downtown Development Corporation for sponsoring this much needed event!

Thank you to our October GML Speaker Sukesh Manthri, MD Oncologist at Terrebonne General Health System for providing information on the warning signs and prevention of breast cancer and to our non-profit
spotlight Terrebonne General Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center.

Gathered are Chamber Board Members listening to presenter Jennifer Armand with Bayou Community
Foundation as she helps prepare the Chamber for another year!

Our 2021 Board Retreat was successful! We are excited to share all the goals and plans for next year with
all of our members.
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Synergy Bancshares Appoints New
Director

Cardiovascular Institute of the South is First
to Use New Triclip Valve Repair System

Synergy Bancshares, Inc., the holding company of
Synergy Bank announced today that the Company’s
Board of Directors has appointed Dr. Christopher Rodrigue to the Board of Directors of Synergy Bank. The
announcement was made by Jerry P. Ledet, Jr., Synergy Bank President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO).
Dr. Rodrigue is an Obstetrician-Gynecologist at
Thibodaux Women’s Clinic.  A native of Thibodaux, he
graduated from E.D. White High School. Dr. Rodrigue
received his undergraduate degree from Louisiana
State University and obtained his Medical Degree
from LSU Health Sciences Center in Shreveport.  He
completed his Ob-Gyn Residency at Ochsner Clinic
Dr. Christopher Rodrigue
Foundation, where he also served as Chief Resident
and President of the Resident Quality Council.   He
currently serves as Vice-Chief of Staff for Thibodaux Regional Health System.  
Dr. Rodrigue is a member of the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology,
the Lafourche Parish Medical Society, and serves on the Council on Legislation for the
Louisiana State Medical Society.  He has served on the board of the Bayou Country
Children’s Museum and is a member of the Rotary Club of Thibodaux.
“On behalf of Synergy’s Board of Directors, I am pleased to welcome Dr. Rodrigue
as our new board member,” said Morris P. Hebert, Synergy Bank Board Chair. “Christopher brings a wealth of knowledge in the healthcare industry and a strong commitment to our community that aligns with the core values of our bank.”  
Synergy Bank is a locally owned community bank with six locations serving Terrebonne and Lafourche Parishes. As of June 30, 2021, Synergy’s total assets equaled
$745 million. For more information about Synergy Bank, visit www.banksynergy.com.

Dr. Peter Fail, interventional cardiologist at Cardiovascular Institute of the
South (CIS) in Houma, is the first in Louisiana to use the TriClip™ Transcatheter
Tricuspid Valve Repair (TTVr) System to
treat tricuspid valve regurgitation, a condition in which the valve between the
two right heart chambers does not close
properly. The procedure took place at
Terrebonne General Health System.
TriClip™ G4 TTVr is built on a clipbased platform that is uniquely designed
for the right heart as an alternative treatment for high-surgical risk patients with
tricuspid regurgitation (TR). It features
several enhancements that offer physicians more treatment options which can be tailored to a patients’
unique tricuspid valve anatomy. It offers four implant sizes to give physicians the ability to choose an implant size for each patient. Physicians can also grasp leaflets simultaneously or independently with its controlled gripper actuation.
“Tricuspid regurgitation has long been ignored by the cardiovascular community, often referred to as ‘the
forgotten valve,’” said Dr. Fail. “Yet, when you look at the data on patients with severe TR, they typically do
not respond to medical therapy. The TriClip™ offers us the ability to treat these patients.”
Patients with severe symptomatic tricuspid regurgitation may experience the following symptoms:
• Fatigue
• Swelling in your abdomen, legs or veins in your neck
• Abnormal heart rhythm
• Pulsing in the neck
• Shortness of breath with activity • Pulmonary hypertension
This repair system is manufactured by Abbott and is currently being evaluated in the TRILUMINATE™
Pivotal Trial. Early data shows that this minimally invasive option is safe and effective with significant improvements in quality of life and functional status and reduced hospitalizations throughout follow-up. (1,2)
Learn more at www.cardiovascular.abbott/int/en/hcp/products/structural-heart/triclip.html.

IF YOU NEED
US, WE’LL BE
RIGHT BAYOU.

As part of your community, we are committed to offering each of our
neighbors the best in service, knowledge and guidance. We happen to be
one of the state’s top accounting and consulting firms offering a myriad of
services from tax planning for businesses and individuals and audit and
assurance to litigation and forensic accounting, but we are still one of the
locals. Our experts are eager to share our accumulated knowledge and
help you reach your goals or prepare for the unexpected. Call us today
and together we can navigate a course for the future.

bourgeoisbennett.com

New Orleans 504.831.4949 | North Shore 985.246.3022 | Houma 985.868.0139
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Teche Action Clinic – Request for
Vendors / Contractors
Teche Action Clinic is a private, not-forprofit, Federally Qualified Health Center, accredited by the Joint Commission as a Primary
Care Medical Home. We have served the residents of southeast Louisiana for over 45 years
and remain committed to providing comprehensive, safe quality healthcare to residents
of St. Mary, Terrebonne, St. John, St. James,
Lafourche and Assumption Parishes, and surrounding areas.
In order to maintain this standard, Teche
Action Clinic is in the process of expanding our
approved contractor/vendor list.  We are currently seeking qualified contractors, including
any small and disadvantage business enterprises, in the following areas:
• Carpenters
• Electricians
• Plumbers
• Landscaping
• Lawncare companies
• Painters

Danos Expands Work in Renewables
In recent months, Danos has
expanded its portfolio of work
in the renewable energy sector. Through a partnership
with provider SOLV, a division
of Swinerton Renewable Energy, Danos has completed five
solar contracts in the western
United States in 2021.
The contracts have primarily been for cable maintenance
and repair on solar panels
through Danos’ instrumentation and electrical services
group. Project locations include Kingman, Picture Rocks
and Tuscon, Arizona, Clawson,
Utah, and Coyanosa, Texas.
“Many of our established service offerings easily carry over to the energy transition happening in our industry,” said CEO Paul Danos. “We are excited for the growing number of opportunities to deliver the Danos difference to new customers in the renewables market.”
In addition to instrumentation and electrical, Danos offers the following services: automation,
coatings, construction, fabrication, intelligent integrated materials management, mechanical
maintenance, power generation, production workforce, project management, regulatory compliance, scaffolding and rope access, shorebase and logistics, and valve and wellhead.
With nearly 2,400 employees, Danos is currently registered to work in 18 states and holds
electrical licenses in half of those. The company has eight office locations across Texas and Louisiana.

If you are a licensed and insured contractor
and are interested in being added to our approved vendor list, please submit your interests to facilities@tabhealth.org.  
Teche Action Clinic’s mission is to continually improve its ability to identify and eliminate
the unique health disparities of the residents
of St. Mary, Terrebonne, St. John, St. James,
Lafourche, and Assumption Parishes. The residents of those parishes and surrounding areas
will be provided safe, quality, culturally competent, comprehensive primary, and preventive health care services, regardless of race,
ethnic origin, age, sex, religion, or ability to
pay.

Dr. Craig Walker is First in the U.S. to
Use New Philips Laser System Nexcimer
Craig Walker, MD, Founder,
President and Medical Director of Cardiovascular Institute
of the South (CIS), is the first
physician in the U.S. to use the
Philips Laser System Nexcimer
to reopen blockages in the
arteries. The first case took
place on October 28 at the CIS
Ambulatory Surgery Center
in Gray, Louisiana to treat peripheral artery disease in the
legs.
This new laser system, in combination with the Turbo-Elite
laser catheter, is the only laser
atherectomy device for instent restenosis (proven with Pictured from left to right are Eric Landry RN, Bree Fournier RT, Craig
Level I clinical data*).   Ather- Walker MD, Gretchen Rodrigue RT, Shannon Acosta RT, Carley Prejean
ectomy is a procedure to re- RT, Brandon Olivo RN, Lindsey Gervais RT, and Claude Lafont (Philips).
move plaque from an artery
(blood vessel). The Nexcimer
laser can be used in the treatment and reopening of vessels
in both the coronary or peripheral arteries. It features Excimer laser technology—a 308 nanometer wavelength, ultraviolet laser, which has been used in more than 600,000 cases globally for
the past 20 years.  This technology is also the only laser technology approved for lead removal,
and it includes adjustable settings to optimize the treatment needed on each lesion.
The system is compact in size and volume with 360-degree movability, making it easy to position in any catheterization lab. It is powered by standard medical grade 110v/16 amp outlets, and
features a touchscreen with guided workflows. The Turbo-Elite, Turbo-Power, ELCA and Glidelight laser catheters can be utilized with this system.
“This new technology advances the use of laser atherectomy treatment for patients needing
treatment of various lesion types,” explained Dr. Walker. “The system warms up in less than 30
seconds and requires low maintenance going forward, making this system the next big upgrade
in enhancing the level of technology and care that we offer to our patients.”
To learn more about CIS or its Ambulatory Surgery Center in Gray, visit www.cardio.com.
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Terrebonne General Health System
Opens Multispecialty Clinic in Gray

Committee of 100 for Economic
Development Selects Jason W. Bergeron

Terrebonne
General
Health System has expanded
its healthcare services and
opened a new Multispecialty
Clinic off campus to improve
access to care.     The new
clinic is located at 115 Eureka
Drive in Gray.  This convenient
location will offer primary
care that includes internal
medicine and specialty care,
such as pulmonology and endocrinology, all in one trusted
location, making it convenient
to see a doctor and receive
medical care.   
“Terrebonne General is committed to improving access to care in our region, by expanding
off campus we are able to provide healthcare services where people need them the most,” explained Phyllis Peoples, President and CEO.  
To schedule an appointment call 985-873-4729 (GRAY).   Walk-ins are accepted. The clinic
hours are Monday-Thursday from 8:00 am-4:30 pm and Fridays from 8 am- 12 pm.
For the latest news and information about Terrebonne General visit tghealthsystem.com.

The Committee of 100 for Economic Development, Inc. has
selected Jason W. Bergeron as a member for 2022.  Jason is a
native of Terrebonne Parish and an experienced executive with
a success record of building strong relationships with key stakeholders to improve organizational outcomes. A strategic thinker,
he has displayed proven success in developing and implementing sound business principles and profitability in operations,
marketing, and sales to maximize solution opportunities. His
strong organizational, planning, analytical and tactical skills allow him to deliver results with a high level of success.
Jason currently manages and owns multiple companies based
in Louisiana. He is the founder and CEO of Stratify, LLC, a business consulting company offering CEO, CIO, and Microsoft ecosystem services & support. With Stratify, he resolves customer
Jason W. Bergeron
pain and helps owners work “On” their business instead of “In”.
He is versed in the software selection process with experience
in over 25 different ERP platforms. He is the co-founder and managing partner of Vitallync, LLC, a
telemedicine company that allows for remote rig and vessel workers along with rural locations to
have access to a doctor without having to leave the job site. Jason is the founder and CEO of
Stratify MSP, LLC. Stratify MSP is an information technology managed service provider dealing in
all things related to voice and data. He is also the co-founder and managing partner of Stratify
Digital, LLC. Stratify Digital is a digital transformation company utilizing the Microsoft 365 and
Azure suites to assist clients with automation and collaboration. Hurricane IDA drove a need for
Jason to reenter the IT consulting world again.   Post Ida, he started Stratify MSP, LLC, a managed
IT services company, which focuses on voice and data solutions picking up where he left off with
his previous company.   He is formally the co-owner and founder of Technology Professionals,
LLC, a voice, data, and design company in Louisiana. Jason’s technical certifications include A+,
Network +, and Microsoft. Training and experience include network and server engineering, support, and management. He is versed in project management, workflow processing, and ISO9000. His expertise includes the industries of design, voice, and data including certifications or
competencies with Jason W. Bergeron BIO the following vendors and technologies: Microsoft,
Cisco, Dell, HP, SonicWALL, Barracuda, Datto, Citrix, VMware, Veeam, AppAssure, Veritas, and
security and telecommunications products.
Jason has been selected for the Chamber of Commerce Star Award and is a graduate of the
following programs: Goldman Sachs 10000 SMB business development, Leadership Terrebonne,
Leadership Louisiana, and Louisiana Economic Development CEO Roundtable. In an effort to give
back to the technology community, Jason is the International Association of Microsoft Channel
Partners (IAMCP) Americas’ membership chair and the vice president of the Louisiana Chapter.
He serves on the Nicholls State University (NSU) Computer Information Systems advisory board,
is the Chair of the Esports Advisory Board, and is assisting NSU with their Institute for Industry
and Education Collaboration program. In his community, he is currently treasurer of the Hache
Grant Association, a nonprofit concentrating on revitalization efforts in Terrebonne Parish. He is
also a past board member and chairperson of the board of the Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of
Commerce, past board member of the St. Francis Cathedral School Coop Board, past president
and board member of the Terreanians Carnival Club, founding member of the Terrebonne Parish Alzheimer Association board, past board member and past president of the Bayou Region
Crimestoppers organization, and is a member and past president of the Rotary Club of Houma
Sunrise. He is also creator of BOSS (Business Owners Solutions Symposium), a business owner
support group in partnership with Terrebonne Economic Development Authority
C100 Chief Executive, Michael Olivier stated, “Jason brings a depth of talent and a keen interest
in community Committee of 100 that will be important to our purpose in making Louisiana a better place for our citizens and for business and industry.”

ULS Honors Nicholls Administrator with
Servant Leader Award
The University of Louisiana System has recognized
the career of Renee Hicks (BS
‘89, MEd ‘03) by giving her the
James Callier Servant Leader
Award.
The award recognizes individuals who demonstrate servant leader qualities and characteristics that inspire others
to develop their leadership
potential.
Hicks, assistant vice president for institutional effectiveness, access and success,
first joined the Nicholls team
in 1997 as a research assistant in the office of institutional research. In 2019, Hicks was elevated
to assistant vice president.
In 2017, Hicks identified trends within the Black male student population that lead to the
creation of the Colonels Retention of Winners Network (CROWN). The successful program has increased retention and graduation rates among Black male students since its inception. Recently,
she worked with the system as they introduced the first R.F. Lewis Scholars.
“I have a great working relationship with the system and have great respect for their leadership team,” Hicks said. “Dr. Claire Norris, Associate Vice President for Inclusion, Diversity, and
Effectiveness, has a contagious energy and positive nature and a true appreciation of data. She
assembled a group of leaders to work in this area that was truly amazing. I feel humbled to be
recognized because I feel like I learned so much from the group. All are so focused on meeting
students’ needs and supporting educational attainment. It has been truly inspiring to be a part
of the system’s effort towards greater support for our black males.”
During her nearly 25 years with the university, she has served as the liaison with the SACSCOC
accreditation body and guided the university through a successful reaffirmation in 2016. Today,
her role has expanded. In addition to her work in institutional research, effectiveness and student academic support, she also oversees the university’s enrollment and admissions offices, the
CROWN program and its female counterpart for women of color, Legacy Leaders.
The award’s namesake, Dr. James Caillier, is a lifelong Louisiana secondary and post-secondary
educator. He was the first ULS president and holds the distinct honor of being president emeritus
for the ULS. He continues his service to higher education as the executive director of the Patrick
F. Taylor Foundation.
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Terrebonne General Health System
Honors Student Scholars and Athletes
Terrebonne General Health System is
proud to honor student scholars and athletes each month; the
award is presented to
juniors or seniors from
the seven accredited
LBOE schools in Terrebonne Parish.  
Each recipient receives:
• $100 gift card
from Copelands or
Walk Ons (partners
of the Athlete and
Scholar of the Month
Program)
• Television ad promotion (Terrebonne
General)
• Radio ad promotion (Terrebonne General)
• Print ad promotion (Terrebonne General)
• Plaque presented at respective school’s yearly awards banquet
October 2021 recipients are:
Amelie Wilkinson: Outstanding Scholar  ~  Covenant Christian
Christian Arceneaux: Distinguished Athlete ~ South Terrebonne

Traveling World War II Exhibit Highlighting
Louisiana’s Contributions Comes to Nicholls
Nicholls State University will host an exhibit from
the National World War II Museum that examines Louisiana’s contribution to the second world war.
The exhibit, titled “The Pelican State Goes to War,”
will be held through Dec. 15 in the archives of Ellender
Memorial Library. The traveling exhibit will be open to
the public from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday.
“The exhibit details Louisiana’s participation and
war efforts during World War II,” said Clifton Theriot,
archivist and assistant library director. “It is important
for current Louisianians to know about their ancestors’
contributions toward supporting and ultimately winning the war. What makes this exhibit unique is that it
highlights not only the contributions of Louisiana soldiers but of the workers and the Louisiana factories as
well.”
Dr. Paul Wilson, history department head, said the
exhibit is great for historians, folks with an interest in
World War II and area public schools.
“The Pelican State exhibit is a great opportunity for
students and residents of the Bayou Region to learn
about the significant contributions made by our state
to the overall Allied victory in World War II,” Dr. Wilson
said. “Our state punched above its weight, so to speak,
and residents of Louisiana had a profound impact on
the American war effort. The war also had a major impact on Louisiana. It took us out of the Great Depression and began a period that ushered in an
era when the Pelican State became more urbanized and modernized, especially economically.”
The tour is self-guided, but student tour guides are available upon request.
For more information on the exhibit, contact Dr. Wilson at 448-4463.
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Danos Onboards Executive Account
Manager for Chevron
Danos has hired Isaac Villarreal to serve as its newest executive account manager. A thirty-year industry veteran, he will be
responsible for overseeing and growing Danos’ 74-year relationship with Chevron.
“Isaac is an excellent addition to our team,” said CEO Paul
Danos.  “He brings a wealth of industry knowledge and a long
career at Chevron, perfect for overseeing the relationship that
dates to 1947 when Chevron became Danos’ first customer.”
Villareal retired from Chevron in December 2020 after a
twenty-year career with the company. At Chevron, he worked
in both upstream and downstream business units and held multiple management roles in operations, aviation and marketing.
His geographical areas of responsibility included Hawaii, the BaIsaac Villareal
hamas, California, Colorado and Texas.
Villareal holds a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering
from California State University Long Beach. A native of Los Angeles, California, Villareal resides
in Houston, Texas, where he has lived for over fifteen years with his wife Diana and two sons.

Nicholls Geomatics Receives 2021
Surveying Education Award
The National Council of
Examiners for Engineering
and Surveying recognized the
Nicholls State University Geomatics Program with one of
its 2021 Surveying Education
Awards.
This is the third time Nicholls has received an NCEES
Surveying Education Award,
which began in 2016. Schools
are chosen based on their
student outcomes, student
involvement, outreach and
recruitment. The program will
receive $15,000 as part of the
award.
Donna Sentell and Wilfred Fontenot from LAPELS present Nicholls Presi“Nicholls Geomatics is dent Dr. Jay Clune, first lady Allison Clune, Nicholls Foundation Executive
uniquely designed to provide Director Jeremy Becker and Applied Sciences Department Head Dr. Esra
a well-rounded education on Tekdal Yilmaz with their 2021 NCEES Surveying Education Award. (Jacob
collection, analysis, interpre- Batte/Nicholls State University).
tation and management of
spatial data using conventional methods and emerging technologies,” said Dr. Esra Tekdal Yilmaz, department head of applied
sciences. “The unique nature of the program is clearly evident in every aspect of the curriculum
design, instructional and research support, advisory board, industry support, the quality of our
students and our faculty expertise.”
The award recognizes programs advancing licensure for surveyors to safeguard the health,
safety and welfare of the public.
Dr. Tekdal Yilmaz said they plan to use the money to hold a 3-day workshop to introduce high
school STEM teachers to the basic concepts and impacts of geomatics.
“These sessions will also create a continuous working relationship between our faculty and local
high schools,” Dr. Tekdal Yilmaz said.
Founded in 1920, the NCEES is a nonprofit that develops, administers and scores the surveying
licensure tests in the U.S. Guam, Puerto Rico, the Northern Mariana Islands and the U.S. Virgin
Islands.
Nicholls’ Geomatics graduates are passing the Fundamentals of Surveying national exam at a
95 percent clip, compared to the national average of 54 percent.
Other universities that received the award include the University of Maine, Ferris State University, New Mexico State University, Florida Atlantic University, North Carolina A&T University and
Oregon Institute of Technology.
For more information on Nicholls Geomatics visit nicholls.edu/applied-sciences.
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At the Wellness Center,
we’re improving the
health of the region
one person at a time
And this means...

More game time

More first times

Isn’t it time to start living your best life?
Change Starts Here.
Prevention | Education | Fitness | Rehabilitation
Sports Medicine | Physician Specialists | Wellness Services

More crunch time

For more information, call: 985.493.4400.

thibodaux.com

More party time

