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Your friendly neighborhood world-class Health System is now offering healthcare services at the ALL NEW Terrebonne General
Multispecialty Clinic in Gray. Our Multispecialty Clinic makes access to your primary care needs quick and easy, and offers specialties
like pulmonology and endocrinology. Let us help you stay on track to be your best self.

Call 985-873-4729 to schedule your appointment
today. Walk-ins accepted.

Multispecialty Clinic

We’re open Monday - Thursday - 8:00 am – 4:30
and Fridays - 8 am – 12 pm

tghealthsystem.com

115 Eureka Dr. | Gray, LA 70359
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Calendar

Contact Us!
2022 OFFICERS:
Chairman of the Board
William “Bill” Eroche

FEBRUARY:
10

18
19
20
22

25
26

27
28

MARCH:
1

BUSINESS PLANNING WORKSHP
with Small Business Development Group and Big Mike’s BBQ
Houma Chamber Office | 2:00 p.m.
HERCULES PARADE
West Houma | 6:00 p.m.
AQUARIUS PARADE
West Houma | 6:30 p.m.
HYACINTHIANS & TITANS PARADE
West Houma | 12:00 p.m.
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON
with Guest Speaker Jim Donelon, Insurance Commissioner
Courtyard Marriott, 142 Library Drive | 11:30 a.m.
APHRODITE PARADE
West Houma | 6:30 p.m.
BOSSY BEE BOUTIQUE RIBBON CUTTING
114 Enterprise Drive, Suite C | 12:00 p.m.
KREWE OF MARDI GRAS PARADE
East Houma | 6:30 p.m.
TERREANIANS & MONTEGUT PARADE
West Houma | 1:30 p.m.
CLEOPATRA PARADE
West Houma | 6:30 p.m.

Watkins, Walker, and Eroche, Attorneys at Law

Chairman-Elect
Nicholas “Nick” Hebert

Allstate - The Hebert Agency

Treasurer
Kristine Strickland, Ph.D.

Fletcher Technical Community College

Chair-Chamber Development Division
LaDonna Cruse
Allstate - The Hebert Agency

Chair-Community Development Division
Sondra Corbitt
Houma Area Convention and Visitor Bureau

Chair-Economic Development & Infrastructure Division
Brett Means
Synergy Bank

Vice Chair-Government Activities Division
Kevin Champagne
MacDonell United Methodist Children’s Services

Immediate Past Chairman of the Board
Michael Garcia, MD
South Louisiana Medical Associates

HAPPY MARDI GRAS!
Chamber Office Closed
BONNE TERRE, HOUMAS & KAJUNS PARADE
West Houma | 11:00 a.m.

2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:

For more information about any Chamber event call (987) 876-5600
or email info@houmachamber.com.
Visit www.houmachamber.com to register and to keep updated on any changes.
*Events in red denotes Chamber events

Melissa Adams

Shane Golman

Deanne Benoit-Webb

Tonya Harris

Carlton “CJ” Casey, Jr.

South Louisiana Bank

Southern Human Resource
Solutions, LLC
Buquet Distributing Company

EmpowHERed

Jimmy Klingman

Christian Lapeyre

Kim Chauvin

Brown & Brown Insurance

Monique Crochet

Big Mike’s BBQ Smokehouse

David Chauvin’s Seafood Company
Nicholls State University

Kevin Ghirardi

IN THIS ISSUE:
In this issue of the January Focus, we are featuring
photos from our December Business After Hours
at Downtown Jeauxs.
We would also like to welcome our new member
Girls on the Run that continuously works on building
self-esteem, positivity, strength, and confidence for
girls. Make sure to check out our member news
and events with the Chamber!

B1Bank

Danos

Terrebonne General
Health System

STAFF
Nicol Montiville

CEO
nicol@houmachamber.com

Tyler Duplantis

Communications and Events
Coordinator
tyler@houmachamber.com

Judith Lewis

Teresita McNabb
Terrebonne General
Health System

Wendy Rotolo

South Louisiana
Medical Associates

Cyndi Wilson

Executive Assistant
cyndi@houmachamber.com

Tara Wolfe

Sales and Membership
Coordinator
tara@houmachamber.com

6133 Hwy.311 | Houma, LA 70360 | 985.876.5600 | Fax 985.876.5611 | www.houmachamber.com
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New Flexible Admissions Policy
Increases Accessibility to Nicholls
State University
Nicholls State University is proud to
announce a new test-flexible admissions
policy and expanded scholarship program for first-time freshmen set to begin
in 2022.
High school students with a minimum
2.35 GPA who are on track to meet the
Louisiana Board of Regents’ Core curriculum will be eligible for admission to
Nicholls. The university will work with
students on a variety of ways for students to achieve placement for English
and math. Such ways include the ACT,
Accuplacer and Aleks for math, and ACT,
Accuplacer and directed self-placement
for English. These changes will go into
effect for first-time freshmen applicants
beginning with the Summer 2022 semester.
“We are committed to offering a highquality education and the most unique
undergraduate experience in the state
accessible to the Bayou Region,” Nicholls
President Dr. Jay Clune said.
Existing admission criteria for the university will remain the same, said Courtney Cassard, director of enrollment
services. The key changes are expanded

placement options and an adjusted admissions timeline for students.
“Instead of waiting for placement
to be achieved, we can admit qualified
applicants based on their high school
grades and work towards placement
later in the cycle,” Cassard said. “By doing this, we are making Nicholls State
University more accessible to prospective college students in our region and
all over Louisiana.”
Additionally, the university will be
expanding scholarship criteria for firsttime freshmen beginning with the Fall
2022 semester. To be considered for
scholarships a student must have either
at least a 21 composite ACT and 3.5
GPA, or 24 composite ACT and 3.0 GPA.
Homeschooled students must have a
composite 23 ACT. To be eligible for Fall
2022 scholarships, students must apply
for admission by Jan. 5.
The change, Cassard said, is that priority will be determined by GPA instead
of ACT scores.
To apply, visit nicholls.edu/admissions/apply.

IF YOU NEED
US, WE’LL BE
RIGHT BAYOU.

Nicholls Wind Ensemble to Premiere New
Works at Regional Conference
The College Band Directors National Association has
selected the Nicholls State
University Wind Ensemble to
perform at its 2022 Southern
Division Conference in February at the University of South
Carolina.
Led by Dr. Jason Ladd, the
wind ensemble will preview
their conference performance with a free concert on
Tuesday, Feb. 22 in the Mary
and Al Danos Theater.
Dr. Ladd said the performance focuses on “new music for flexible ensemble.” The program will feature the premiere of Confronting
Chaos by Dr. Ben Robichaux and flexible arrangements of music from composers Dr. Mathew Fuerst, Dr. Kimberly Archer and Hwaen Ch’uqi. Also featured is Concerto for Trumpet by Dr. Ladd with Dr. Matthew Swihart
as soloist.
The Nicholls Wind Ensemble has played a role in developing and premiering new music in recent years, Dr.
Ladd said, something that has brought national attention to the program.
“The expectations for our students will be enormous as the audience will include some of the best band
directors in the country and they are going to be playing this music for the first time,” Dr. Ladd said. “But I
know this group is up to the task and their performance will bring eyes from all over the country to what we
are doing here in Thibodaux.”
The University of South Carolina will host the conference from Feb. 24-26 and the Nicholls Wind Ensemble
will perform on Friday, Feb. 25. Members of the Nicholls Wind Ensemble have participated in the CBDNA
Intercollegiate Band during the national conferences held in Seattle and Kansas City.
Dr. Ladd said that because of COVID-19 protocols, only 19 students will make the trip to perform.
For more information on Nicholls Music, visit nicholls.edu/music.

As part of your community, we are committed to offering each of our
neighbors the best in service, knowledge and guidance. We happen to be
        

  

 

services from tax planning for businesses and individuals and audit and
assurance to litigation and forensic accounting, but we are still one of the
locals. Our experts are eager to share our accumulated knowledge and
help you reach your goals or prepare for the unexpected. Call us today
and together we can navigate a course for the future.

bourgeoisbennett.com

New Orleans 504.831.4949 | North Shore 985.246.3022 | Houma 985.868.0139
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Community Supports Geaux Pink Fundraising
Campaign for Breast Cancer Patients
Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center’s annual Geaux Pink fundraising campaign,
presented by Super Chevy Dealers, received generous support throughout all
of the Cancer Center’s service areas in
southeast Louisiana and southwest Mississippi. During the monthly October
campaign, Geaux Pink raised more than
$185,000 with approximately 80 events
and fundraising initiatives to support local breast cancer patients.
Geaux Pink, presented by Super Chevy
Dealers, is one of the Cancer Center’s signature fundraising programs that encourages individuals, schools, restaurants,
businesses, sports teams, etc. in local
communities to join in the fight against
cancer and raise money during National Breast Cancer Awareness Month
in October. This year, funds were raised
throughout the Cancer Center’s locations
in Baton Rouge, Covington, Gonzales,
Hammond and Houma. All funds raised
stay in their respective local community
and support free breast cancer patients,
breast cancer screenings, education programs and early detection initiatives.
“We are extremely thankful to all
communities for their fundraising efforts and generosity with the Geaux
Pink campaign,” said Danielle Mack, vice
president and chief development officer,
Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center. “The
support from Super Chevy Dealers is key
to advancing our mission to improve survivorship and lessen the burden of cancer. One hundred percent of Super Chevy
Dealers’ support will positively impact
breast cancer patients and their families. We appreciate their generosity and

Todd Stevens, Randy Dohmann, Joshua Teekel, Danielle Mack, Eric Lane, Kerry Mumphrey and
Bo Gray.

dedication to all of the communities we
serve.”
According to the National Cancer Institute, breast cancer is the second most
common cancer in women. Breast cancer
screenings can help detect breast cancer
in its earliest stages, where better outcomes are more likely. Women should
get a clinical breast exam at least every
three years, starting in their 20s, and get
an annual exam and mammogram starting at 40.
“Super Chevy Dealers is proud to partner with Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center
through Geaux Pink to help ensure members of our community receive the highest quality, care, support and resources

in the fight against breast cancer,” said
Eric Lane, Gerry Lane Chevrolet and president, Super Chevy Dealers. “With one in
eight women developing breast cancer in
their lifetime, partnering with Mary Bird
Perkins to guarantee they can receive
the highest level of care all close to home
was an easy decision for us. Our team is
committed to being good corporate citizens and are proud to help make a lasting
impact in the areas where our employees
and customers call home.”
To learn more about Geaux Pink and
how to make a difference in the fight
against cancer at all Mary Bird Perkins
Cancer Centers, visit marybird.org/
geauxpink.

Meet CASA Volunteer: Jennifer Bonvillian
Jennifer Bonvillian is a mother to triplets, Chris, Kate, and
John. They are in 3 different colleges in 3 different states. To
say they keep Jennifer busy is an understatement. She also has
a dog named Scout at home to keep her company while the
kids are away. She is a retired speech-language pathologist who
worked with the Early Steps Program. She was born in Houma
and lived in Natchez, MS during high school. She returned to
the Houma area after graduating from Ole Miss and LSUMC. In
her spare time, she enjoys volunteering, doing Pilates, reading,
traveling, and spending time with friends and family. Jennifer
has been a CASA for a little over a year. She is currently on her
first case with two children. She is doing BEAUTIFULLY! She is
forming relationships with all involved parties even though it
has been a chaotic year.
She learned about CASA through her time working with Early
Steps. She stated she always knew she wanted to volunteer
but waited until her children graduated from high school. She
loves being a voice for those who are too young to speak up for
themselves. She says another perk to CASA is the new friend-
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ships that you form with other
advocates and the staff. We do
say that once you are a CASA
you become family, and we truly
mean that. When asked what
advice she would give to anyone
thinking of becoming a CASA
she said, “Just go for it - there
will never be a perfect season in
your life to become a CASA. The
time and energy you put into
the program will be returned
to you tenfold through the reJennifer Bonvillian
lationships you form with these
children and their biological and
foster families. Always have an open mind - just because some
families live differently than the way you do doesn’t mean they
are wrong.”
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CIS is First in Louisiana to Use
Intrasight Mobile Intravascular
Ultrasound System

Nicholls, William Carey Sign Agreement
for Preferred Pharmacy Admissions
Nicholls State University and William Carey
University are partnering to create an efficient
path for students seeking to enroll in the William Carey School of Pharmacy.
The preferred admissions program is effective immediately and will benefit any Nicholls
student that holds a minimum 3.5 GPA in prepharmacy classes, a minimum 3.0 GPA in math
and science classes, earn at least a C in each
required course and demonstrate a commitment to volunteer and service in the community. Students who meet those qualifications
will be guaranteed an interview with the William Carey School of Pharmacy.
Though admission to the school is not guaranteed, getting an interview is an important
first step, Dr. Kaisa Young, chemistry department head and associate professor of physics,
said. Dr. Young and Dr. Michael Malloy, dean
of the School of Pharmacy, began working on
the agreement earlier this year after Dr. Mal-

Cardiovascular Institute of the South (CIS)
is the first in Louisiana
to use the InstraSight
5 Mobile Intravascular Ultrasound System
(IVUS), an interventional
applications
platform by Philips for
use during interventional procedures in
catheterization (cath)
labs. CIS interventional
cardiologist Dr. Ross
Melvin performed the
first cases with this new
system on December 7
at Thibodaux Regional
Health System.
This new technology brings together Pictured from left to right are Kevin Mulligan, Phillips; Elizabeth Harrington,
best-in-class imaging RN; Joe Jackson, RN; Morgan Becnel, RN; Ross Melvin, DO; Cassie Pertuit, RN;
and physiology ap- Shanequa Roberson, RT; and Jerad Stutes, Phillips.
plications on a secure
mobile system to treat
both coronary and peripheral artery disease. It features advanced intravascular ultrasound imaging which uses a probe to generate sound waves to produce images of the inside of the blood vessels. Physicians can take physiologic measurements to accurately identify the location of lesions
causing lack of blood flow. It also offers physicians the opportunity to run an entire case without
breaking scrub, keeping a sterile environment. This customizable system includes a touchscreen
panel PC and module mounted on an easy-to-maneuver cart. The scalable platform is designed
to meet the evolving needs of a cath lab and can be used in hospital or office-based labs. Much
like today’s smartphones, the applications-based platform allows for easy, quick updates as new
innovations are released.
“This system enhances the level of technology in the cath lab, allowing for seamless workflow
during these procedures,” explained Dr. Melvin. “It is a smart and simple solution that gives us
the most innovative tools to treat patients with coronary disease in the heart and peripheral
disease in the arteries and veins of the legs. We are proud to offer this technology to bring our
patients more advanced options in diagnosis and treatment of vascular disease.”
To learn more about this technology or to schedule an appointment with a CIS cardiologist, visit
www.cardio.com.

OUTH

OUISIANA

loy was impressed by Nicholls alumni in the
program.
“Pharmacy school is competitive and getting an opportunity to meet in person with
the people that will decide admissions is very
important,” Dr. Young said. “The William Carey
School of Pharmacy is close to home, fully accredited and an accelerated program, which
allows students to graduate and enter the
workforce faster. This agreement shows that
Nicholls students are well-prepared to enter a
professional school, and will be beneficial for
recruiting the best and brightest students to
Nicholls.”
Though all students are welcome, Dr. Young,
noted this would likely benefit chemistry prepharmacy and biology pre-pharmacy majors
the most.
For more information on Nicholls Chemistry, visit nicholls.edu/chemistry, and for Nicholls Biology, visit nicholls.edu/biology.

INANCIAL

ERVICES, LLC

GROUP & INDIVIDUAL INSURANCE BENEFITS
Medical • Disability • Life • Dental
COMMERCIAL
Property • Liability • Workers’ Comp
Not A Deposit • Not FDIC Insured
Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
Not Guaranteed by the Bank • May Go Down in Value

315 South Hollywood Rd • Houma, LA 70360
www.slfsllc.com • 985-851-4281 • 1-888-488-2435
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Photo Gallery

For the December luncheon, we would like to thank our guest speaker Gordon Dove, Terrebonne Parish
President for providing the community on hurricane Ida Relief updates and ongoing projects in Terrebonne
Parish. We would also like to thank our sponsor b1Bank and our non-profit Eastside Day.

We would like to congratulate the 2021 Terrebonne Young Achievers who have worked endlessly in supporting and contributing to the community. Congratulations to the young achievers Layne Bordelon - Development Coordinator for Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center, Noah Lirette - Owner of Bayou Terrebonne
Distillers, and Ashlee Barahona - Executive Director for Terrebonne Foundation for Academic Excellence.

Our non-profit Spotlight Eastside Day with Terrebonne Parish President Gordon Dove. Eastside Day provides an annual back to school drive in the community.

We had an informational Lunch & Learn by Sye Broussard with Broussard & Dove Aplc. Thank you for
providing the community with your expertise and helping educate and providing advice for homeowners
after a hurricane.

We would like to thank Mr. Ron Brooks who received this year’s Terrebonne’s Most Useful Citizen Award
Recipient for sharing his insights at last week’s Women’s Business Alliance.

The Regional Military Museum had a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the dedication of the museum’s
Atrium Gallery to honor founder and President Emeritus Mr. C.J. Christ. Thank you to everyone who came
out and made this event spectacular!
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Shell, BCF Donation to Help Nicholls
Students and their Families
Shell and the Bayou Community Foundation have awarded
Nicholls State University more than
$75,000 to help with
recovery
following
the impact of Hurricane Ida.
The total award of
$77,760 is being used
by the university
to meet the unmet
needs of students
and their families
displaced from their
homes by Hurricane Shell Corporate Relations Advisor Joni Tuck (far left) and Bayou Community
Ida. Such needs in- Foundation Executive Director Jennifer Armand (far right) pose with Nicholls
clude
temporary First Lady Allison Clune and Nicholls President Dr. Jay Clune. (Submitted)
housing, food insecurity and basic living essentials such as
clothes, medication, toiletries, school supplies and more.
See DONATIONS, page 14
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Catholic Foundation Presents Gifts to Lafourche and Terrebonne Parish Schools
• St. Gregory Catholic Elementary received $10,000 to assist with
backpacks of supplies and food for
any children in need, school supplies
for the classrooms, and $3,000 for
school uniforms
• South Terrebonne High School
received $5,000 to assist with school
supplies for the classrooms and students
“We as adults are struggling
through the aftermath of Hurricane
Ida, and while children are resilient,

This week the Catholic Foundation of South Louisiana
traveled across Lafourche and Terrebonne parishes presenting several gifts to area schools to assist
in purchasing supplies lost due to
Hurricane Ida, uniforms for students, and to assist with any food
insecurities of students. The Catholic Foundation and the Diocese of
Houma-Thibodaux received grant
funding from the Fore! Kids Foundation through the Bayou Community
Foundation to be used to support
children across the areas most impacted by Hurricane Ida.
In addition, the Catholic Community Center, through a grant from
the Catholic Foundation’s Mother
Theresa Women’s Giving Circle, also
granted funds to several local elementary schools to help students
and families purchase uniforms that
may have been lost due to Ida and to
purchase new winter jackets as the
colder months quickly approach.
In partnership with the Lafourche
Education Foundation and the Catholic Schools Office of the
diocese, several schools were selected as in great need. The following
schools received funding:
• Holy Rosary Elementary received $5,000 to assist with backpacks of supplies and food for any
children in need, school supplies for
the classrooms, as well as $2,000 for
school uniforms
• Golden Meadow Middle School
received $10,000 to assist with backpacks of supplies and food for any
children in need, and school supplies
for the classrooms
• Holy Savior Elementary received $5,500 to assist with backpacks of supplies and food for any
children in need, school supplies for
the classrooms, as well as $1,500 for
school uniforms
• St. Mary’s Nativity received
$1,000 for school uniforms for students who are in need
In partnership with the Terrebonne Foundation for Academic
Excellence and the Catholic Schools
Office of the diocese, several schools
were selected as in great need. The
following schools received funding:
• Vandebilt Catholic High School
received $5,000 to assist with school
supplies for the classrooms and
students, as well as equipping the
school with materials for a pantry on
campus
• Upper Little Caillou Elementary
received $5,000 to assist with school
supplies for the classrooms and students
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they also are suffering, and we want
to do what we can to bring them
hope during a time of despair,” said
Bishop Shelton Fabre. “The two largest ministries in our diocese are our
Catholic Schools with close to 5,000
students and our parish schools of
religion whose students attend local
public schools.
As Bishop of our diocese, it is incredibly important to me that students in both our Catholic schools
and our public schools receive sup-
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port in these difficult days. I am incredibly grateful for the Catholic
Foundation for making these grants
possible and to the generous donors
of the Bayou Community Foundation, the Fore! Kids Foundation, and
the Mother Teresa Women’s Giving
Circle who so generously gifts us
with funds to make these gifts possible.”
“It is truly a gift to be able to bless
these schools with funding to assist
with classroom and student sup-

plies. This has been a difficult year
for us all and we are grateful to the
Bayou Community
Foundation for helping us to make
these gifts happen. We are one community together unified in
support to make a difference in the
lives of children. Thank you to all
who made these gifts possible,’ said
Amy Ponson, Executive Director of
the Catholic Foundation.
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Nicholls Coastal Center, Entergy
Louisiana Partner to Promote
Coastal Education

United Houma Nations Donates Lab
Coats to Nicholls Nursing Students
The United Houma Nation has
donated nearly $20,000 worth
of clinical lab coats to the Nicholls State University Department
of Nursing to help students save
money on their education.
Following Hurricane Ida, the
UHN received donations to distribute to the community. The
UHN is comprised of approximately 19,000 tribal members
residing within a six-parish service
area.
Cami Dardar, a senior nursing
student form and member of the UHN, discovered that among those donations were boxes of
white lab coats. She jumped at the opportunity to bring together two integral aspects of her life.
“I knew I had to get in contact with Dr. Raquel Engoloio to get these uniforms out. I really
think this is from God because the uniforms could have gone anywhere and out of all the people
involved, I knew what to do with them,” she said. “I would have never thought that being a nursing student and a member of the UNH would ever cross paths. It’s amazing to see two important
parts of my life come together.”
Principal Chief August “Coco” Creppel lead a team of tribe memes to deliver about 450 lab
coats to the college on Friday, Nov. 5. This will save new clinical students about $115.
“To see another student who needs the uniform due to losing them in the storm or can’t afford
them is just a feeling I can’t describe,” Dardar said. “I remember my first semester and how much
of a burden it was to afford these uniforms. Now, students don’t have to worry. It is an honor to
bless upcoming students with these coats.”
The Nicholls BSN Program admits 160 students every year – 80 each semester.
“This wonderful donation will assist Nicholls Nursing students by saving them both time and
money,” said Dr. Engolio. “We are very grateful to have this type of support from the community
and from one of our students. The timing of the donation is perfect. It is also very meaningful to
future registered nurses and will help them have a positive clinical experience.”
For more information on Nicholls Nursing, visit nicholls.edu/nursing.

Entergy Lousiana is donating
$40,000 to the new Coastal Center
at Nicholls State University to enhance the center’s coastal education and outreach initiatives.
The grant will support the
Coastal Center Coast, Climate, and
Culture Literacy Program, which
will bring exhibits to the center as
well as organized presentations,
group tours, publications and an
additional webpage dedicated to
the coast, climate and culture.
“We’ve seen firsthand how important it is for Louisiana to preserve its coast,” said Phillip May,
Entergy Louisiana president and CEO. “Our partnership with Nicholls State University will help
ensure future generations continue to understand and work to bolster our coastline for years to
come. This is not just a project for today, but one that will have a lasting impact.”
Louisiana loses a football field of coastal islands and wetlands every 100 minutes and has
experienced more coastal land loss than any other state in the nation since 1930 with more than
1,800 square miles turned to open water.
The Terrebonne Basin has the highest rate of coastal land loss in the state with more than
30,000 acres of wetlands lost since 1932. Meanwhile, the Atchafalaya Basin gained 4,000 acres
of wetlands while every other basin in the state has lost land.
Dr. John Doucet, dean of the College of Science and Technology and distinguished service
professor, said the exhibits will center around the significance of climate change, the importance
of coastal restoration and protection, the historical and cultural impacts and the connection
between the community and the coast.
“This program will show communities the connections between the coast and their culture,
between climate change and the coast and how the work of the Nicholls Coastal Center helps
protect and preserve Louisiana’s coastal wetlands,” said Dr. Doucet, who also authored the grant.
“We are grateful to have the support of Entergy Louisiana in establishing this program. Entergy
is our region’s utility company, and they see firsthand the impacts of coastal land loss, especially
following hurricane landfalls.”
For more information on the Nicholls Coastal Center, visit nicholls.edu/coastal-center.

Terrebonne General Health System
Honors Student Scholars and Athletes

Terrebonne General Health System is proud
to honor student scholars and athletes each
month; the award is presented to juniors
or seniors from the seven accredited LBOE
schools in Terrebonne Parish.
Each recipient receives:
$100 gift card from Copelands or Walk Ons
(partners of the Athlete and Scholar of the
Month Program)
Television ad promotion (Terrebonne General)
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DONATIONS | Con’t from Page 12
“The Bayou Region has been home to Shell
for over 100 years and it was important to us
to be able to help provide a home for Colonels
and their families who lost theirs to the devastation of Hurricane Ida,” said Colette Hirstius,
Shell’s senior vice president for the Gulf of
Mexico. “We are grateful and proud to be able
to provide safe, stable housing so that these
students can stay in school and focused on
their futures.”
The money will cover the housing, meals
and living expenses for 20 students and their
families.
“Nicholls State University responded quickly after Hurricane Ida to provide temporary
housing and meals to students, faculty and
staff who lost so much during the storm,” said
Jennifer Armand, Bayou Community Foundation executive director. “The Bayou Community Foundation is pleased to partner with Shell
to support all of these important relief efforts.”
Hurricane Ida, which made landfall on the
16th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, brought
devastating winds and storm surge to the
Bayou Region. An estimated 25 percent of Lafourche and Terrebonne Parish’s homes were
destroyed or are uninhabitable.
Approximately two-thirds of the Nicholls

Radio ad promotion (Terrebonne General)
Print ad promotion (Terrebonne General)
Plaque presented at respective school’s
yearly awards banquet
December 2021 recipients are:
Rhett Willaims (Outstanding Scholar ~
South Terrebonne High School ) and
Madison Washington (Distinguished Athlete ~ Terrebonne High School)
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community report that their homes were
damaged by Hurricane Ida, with one-in-five
students saying their homes were destroyed
or uninhabitable. Additionally, more than half
of students say they or their families lost access to reliable income from the storm, and
another 16 percent reported that their car was
damaged.
In addition to this donation to house displaced students through Bayou Community
Foundation, Shell also provided $10,000 in
Shell gas cards to Nicholls Students to assist
them in their commutes to school and work,
many of whom have been driving much longer
distances due to being displaced after Ida.
“Many of our students and their families
have literally lost the roof over their heads
with estimates of weeks, months, and even
longer for recovery and rebuilding efforts to
truly take shape in the hardest-hit communities,” said Nicholls President, Dr. Jay Clune.
“Without the generosity and support of partners such as Shell and BCF, it would be impossible for Nicholls to enact our vision to be the
intellectual, economic and cultural heart of
the Bayou Region.”
For more information on how you can help,
visit nicholls.edu/ida-resources.
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Site and Coach Applications Now Open The Foundation for Terrebonne General
for Girls on the Run Spring 2022 Season Health System Receives Generous
Girls on the Run (GOTR)
Donations from Partners to Help
Bayou Region is now accepting applications for the
Employee Relief Fund
spring 2022 program sea-

Terrebonne
General Health System announced today that it
has provided employee
relief efforts to over
230 employees, thanks
in part to generous donations from the Blue
Cross and Blue Shield
of Louisiana Foundation and The Coca-Cola
Company.
“It was important
to us to assist the Terrebonne General employees who were in
need, and is it good JoAnn Cannata, Terrebonne General, Diane Yeates, Terrebonne General Chief
to know we have sup- Operating Officer, Morio Lee, The Coca Cola Company, Chris Lapeyre Foundaport out there from tion Board member, Chuck Weaver, Foundation Board member, Mary Chauvin,
partners who truly Foundation Board member, Jay Walker, Foundation Board member, Bobby Burcare,” said Tony Her- guieres, Foundation Board member, Ron Brooks, Foundation Board member,
ques, Board Chairman, Tony Herques, Foundation for Terrebonne General Board Chair, John Rogers,
Foundation for Terre- Foundation Board member, Dan Foster, Foundation Board member and Phyllis
bonne General Health Peoples, Terrebonne General President and CEO.
System. “We are very
appreciative to receive
these generous donations that helped us to
accomplish that goal,”
Herques added.
Terrebonne General is
the largest healthcare
resource provider in
Southeast Louisiana,
employing over 1,500
team members who
reside in the bayou
region, where the effects from Hurricane
Ida were the most severe. The Health System has been honored L-R: Diane Yeates, Terrebonne General Chief Operating Officer, Chloe Wiley,
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana Foundation, Michael Tipton, Blue Cross
with many prestigious and Blue Shield of Louisiana Foundation, Tony Herques, Foundation Chair, Mary
awards and accolades Chauvin, and Paul Labat, Foundation for Terrebonne General Board members.
for quality, safety, and
patient experience on
the state, national and
international levels.
“With support from
the Blue Cross Foundation and The Coca-Cola Company, the Foundation was able to provide
much-needed assistance to employees to aid in their rebuild and recovery efforts,” explained
Phyllis Peoples, Terrebonne General president and CEO. “Amounts funded were significant
enough to make a difference to our employees.”
The Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana Foundation works each day to improve the health
and lives of Louisianians by empowering everyday people to do extraordinary good. By building and funding coalitions of friends, families, and neighbors, the Foundation hopes to build a
healthier Louisiana, particularly for its children. The Foundation is funded solely by Blue Cross
and Blue Shield of Louisiana but is a separate 501(c)(3) nonprofit entity. In 2020, Blue Cross and
the Blue Shield Foundation invested more than $14 million in Louisiana’s communities and nonprofits, with programs and services reaching 6.4 million Louisianians.
To make a donation or learn more about the Foundation for Terrebonne General Employee
Relief Fund, please visit tghealthsystem.com.

son. Girls on the Run is a
positive youth development
program designed to inspire
girls in 3rd-8th grade to be
joyful and confident. Beginning on February 14, GOTR
teams will meet twice per
week for 10 weeks. During
the program, girls will have
fun, make friends, increase
their physical activity levels, and learn important life
skills. Trained coaches will
lead girls through interactive
lessons and running activities at school and community
sites throughout Terrebonne,
Lafourche, St. Mary, and St.
Charles Parish.
During Girls on the Run,
girls learn valuable life skills
that they can use at home,
at school, and with friends!
They will learn about different tools to help them
recognize and manage emotions and build confidence.
It’s not just about running,
but teaching girls to successfully navigate life experiences
through a well-planned curriculum that incorporates
running activities. The program culminates with all
area teams participating in
a celebratory 5K event to be
held in May.
In order to make the
spring 2022 season a success, schools sites, community sites, and volunteer
coaches are needed. Volunteer coaches facilitate lessons to small teams of girls
who typically meet afterschool twice a week for 7590 minutes. Individuals must
be at least eighteen years
old to serve as an assistant
coach or at least twenty-one
years old to serve as a head coach. Volunteer coaches do not need to be runners but must
complete a background check and participate in on-line and in-person training. To find out more
information or apply as a coach, please visit www.gotrbayouregion.org/register-now.
Now is also the time for existing program sites and schools to register for the new season
or even inquire about starting a brand new program site. To learn more or register, please visit
https://www.gotrbayouregion.org/Start-site.
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Delivering the Best
Heart Care To Our Region

Shown in Photo: Thibodaux Regional and Cardiovascular Institute of the South Physicians and Staff

Through our combined expertise and state-of-the-art technology,
we bring a broad range of cardiovascular treatments and procedures

RECOGNIZED AS ONE
OF THE NATION’S

to the Bayou Region. Why is this so important? Because high quality
heart care close to home is not only convenient, it’s life-saving.

For more information call 985.493.4703.
50 Top Cardiovascular Hospitals® is a registered trademark of Watson Health™

