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World-class Healthcare now
in Your Neighborhood.

Your friendly neighborhood world-class Health System is now offering healthcare services at the ALL NEW Terrebonne General
Multispecialty Clinic in Gray. Our Multispecialty Clinic makes access to your primary care needs quick and easy, and offers specialties
like pulmonology and endocrinology. Let us help you stay on track to be your best self.

Call 985-873-4729 to schedule your appointment
today. Walk-ins accepted.

Multispecialty Clinic

We’re open Monday - Thursday - 8:00 am – 4:30
and Fridays - 8 am – 12 pm

tghealthsystem.com

115 Eureka Dr. | Gray, LA 70359
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Calendar
JUNE:

4
				
4
				
7
				
9
11
11
				
16
19
				
21

JULY:
14

Contact Us!
2022 OFFICERS:

MARKET AT THE MARINA
Downtown Houma Marina | 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
BAYOU TERREBONNE DISTILLERS WITH TYRON BENOIT BAND
8043 Main Street | 6:00 p.m.
MILITARY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT BICENTENNIAL PRESENTATION
Barry P. Bonvillain Civic Center | 6:00 p.m.
LEARN HOW A DIVERSITY & INCLUSION PLAN BENEFITS YOUR BUSINESS
Chamber Office | 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
BUSINESS POP-UP EVENT AT THE CHAMBER
Chamber Office | 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
LUMINATE HOUMA
Downtown Houma by Memorial Fountain | 5:30 p.m.
#SUMMERSOCIAL
PART 2: Diving Deeper into the Social Realm (Insight & Analytics)
Cody Blanchard -  Owner of White Car | Chamber Office | 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION
Dumas Auditorium, 301 West Tunnel Boulevard | 11:00 a.m.
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON
With Local Delegation | Courtyard by Marriott, 142 Library Drive | 11:30 a.m.

Chairman of the Board
William “Bill” Eroche

Watkins, Walker, and Eroche, Attorneys at Law

Chairman-Elect
Nicholas “Nick” Hebert

Allstate - The Hebert Agency

Treasurer
Kristine Strickland, Ph.D.

Fletcher Technical Community College

Chair-Chamber Development Division
LaDonna Cruse
Allstate - The Hebert Agency

Chair-Community Development Division
Sondra Corbitt
Houma Area Convention and Visitor Bureau

Chair-Economic Development & Infrastructure Division
Brett Means
Synergy Bank

Vice Chair-Government Activities Division
Kevin Champagne
MacDonell United Methodist Children’s Services

Immediate Past Chairman of the Board
Michael Garcia, MD

#SUMMERSOCIAL
PART 3: The Social Media Market (Advertising and Marketing Plans)
Rhonda Alfred -  Marketing Director for Terrebonne General Health System
Chamber Office | 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

South Louisiana Medical Associates

For more information about any Chamber event call (987) 876-5600
or email info@houmachamber.com.
Visit www.houmachamber.com to register and to keep updated on any changes.
*Events in red denotes Chamber events

2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Melissa Adams
Danos

Deanne Benoit-Webb

Southern Human Resource
Solutions, LLC

EmpowHERed

Jimmy Klingman

South Louisiana Bank

Christian Lapeyre

Carlton “CJ” Casey, Jr.

Brown & Brown Insurance

Monique Crochet

Big Mike’s BBQ Smokehouse

Kevin Ghirardi

Terrebonne General
Health System

Buquet Distributing Company
Nicholls State University
Terrebonne General
Health System

Shane Golman
B1Bank

IN THIS ISSUE:
For this issue of the Focus, we are featuring Chamber members
Margie Scoby with the Finding Our Roots African American Museum,
985Eats Food Truck, and Brush and Blow Drybar.
Make sure to check out upcoming events
and our latest Chamber photos.

Tonya Harris

Judith Lewis

Teresita McNabb
Wendy Rotolo

South Louisiana
Medical Associates

STAFF
Nicol Montiville

CEO
nicol@houmachamber.com

Tyler Duplantis

Communications and Events
Coordinator
tyler@houmachamber.com

Cyndi Wilson

Executive Assistant
cyndi@houmachamber.com

Tara Wolfe

Sales and Membership
Coordinator
tara@houmachamber.com

6133 Hwy.311 | Houma, LA 70360 | 985.876.5600 | Fax 985.876.5611 | www.houmachamber.com
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Clyde Hamner Named First
Vice President of Louisiana
Retired Teachers Association

CASA Volunteer, Sarah Ghere
Recognized as Advocate of the Year
CASA of Terrebonne is proud to announce that our very
own CASA volunteer, Sarah Ghere, was recognized as the Advocate of the Year by Louisiana CASA at Monday (April 11, 2022)
night’s Awards of Excellence ceremony.  
Sarah has worked on two cases in the last few years. The first
case was worked with a partner and ended in reunification. The
second case was not so much a choice but a suggestion as a
result of the previous CASA passing away from cancer. The staff
knew that if anyone could continue the support that the teenagers needed, it would be Sarah and her husband. Although
there was hesitation as a result of the age group, they both
agreed.
We slowly saw a connection form although it took some
Sarah Ghere
time because these siblings had already been through two
CASA volunteers. But that did not stop our Duo from showing
up and bribing them with food. Dropping off food soon became a conversation and then those
conversations became advice and support for their future and immediate needs.
Although this case started as a duo, the partnership became one when Sarah’s husband had
to resign. Working on the case solo, Sarah questioned whether she was even making a difference.
We here at CASA know that she has made a difference.
Sarah has searched the streets when one ran away and has dealt with issues at the group
home and with the juvenile justice system. She has run interference in their sibling conflicts and
dealt with being disliked when one had to take anger management classes for the second time.
She has attended sporting events and one’s high school graduation. She has been a support for
them during their time in State’s custody and continues to keep in touch even though they have
aged out of the system.
We at CASA want to thank Sarah for all of her hard work and dedication to the children she has
advocated for. This award and recognition are well deserved and we are looking forward to what
she will bring to her cases in the future.

Clyde Hamner, a Houma resident, was recently named first
vice president of the Louisiana Retired Teachers Association. In
addition, Hamner will serve as the state membership chair.  
As first vice president, he will be responsible for working with
the district first vice presidents on membership promotion. Previously, he served as second vice president and state programs
chair for LRTA.
“I extend my sincere thanks to my fellow retirees who have
put their faith in me to represent them as First Vice President
of LRTA,” says Hamner. “Our organization is beginning a new era
and I will do my best to reflect compassion and integrity as I
carry out the duties of this office.”  
Hamner currently serves on the Terrebonne Parish School
Clyde Hamner
Board where he is Chairman of the Finance, Insurance, and Section 16 Lands Committee and serves as the school board’s Legislative Liaison. He is an active member of the Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce and
serves on the Chamber’s Community Development Committee.  
Hamner earned both of his bachelor’s degrees and his master’s in administration and supervision at Nicholls State University. He completed additional graduate hours with Louisiana State
University, Nicholls, Tulane University and Loyola University. Hamner spent his teaching and administrative career in Terrebonne Parish and served as adjunct faculty at Nicholls.  
The Louisiana Retired Teachers Association is a membership organization solely devoted to
protecting and enhancing benefits for individuals receiving retirement benefits from the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana. LRTA represents over 20,000 retired educators and continues to promote the professional, social and economic welfare of all Louisiana retired educators.
For more information about LRTA, visit lrta.net.
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Fletcher Technical Community College and Louisiana State University
of Alexandria Create New Transfer Partnership for Students

Fletcher students who complete the Associate of Applied Science Degree in Business Administration, Accounting Technology,
and office System Technology at Fletcher can now transfer credits earned toward completion of Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration and Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences at LSUA
In a signing ceremony today, Fletcher Technical Community College (Fletcher) and Louisiana State University of Alexandria (LSUA)
signed an articulation agreement making it
easier for students to transfer credits from
Fletcher to LSUA. In the agreement signed,
Fletcher and LSUA have agreed to allow students to complete the Associate of Applied
Science Degree at Fletcher and transfer credit
hours earned toward completion of the Bachelor of Science in Business Administration or
Bachelor of Applied Arts and Sciences.
The agreement was announced and signed
by Fletcher Technical Community College
Chancellor Dr. Kristine Strickland and Louisiana State University of Alexandria Chancellor
Dr. Paul Coreil.
The new articulation agreement between
Fletcher and LSUA marks the begging of a new
and exciting partnership for students to continue to further their education and training
after graduating from Fletcher.
“Fletcher Technical Community College is
thrilled to sign three new agreements with

LSU-Alexandria. Our focus at Fletcher remains
on assisting our students in pursuing their career goals. We recognize that many students
will want to continue their education onto the
bachelor’s degree. These agreements provide
a seamless pathway for students to achieve
this. Learning is a lifelong endeavor and in
our current economy the ability to continue
to learn new things and upskill are critical to
successful families, communities, and economy” said Dr. Kristine Strickland, Chancellor for
Fletcher Technical Community College.
“We are committed to providing seamless
opportunities for Fletcher Technical Community College (FTCC) graduates to continue their
education and obtain a Bachelor’s degree
from Louisiana State University of Alexandria
(LSUA),” said Dr. Paul Coreil, LSUA Chancellor.
“Working together for the benefit of all Louisiana students is clearly a shared objective that
we know will result in a better prepared and
educated workforce statewide.”

IF YOU NEED
US, WE’LL BE
RIGHT BAYOU.

(L-R) Randall Dupont, Dean and Professor of the College of Business for LSU Alexandria, Dr. Paul Coreil,
Chancellor of LSU Alexandria, Dr. Kristine Strickland, Chancellor of Fletcher Technical Community College,
Dr. Allayne “Laynie” Barrilleaux, Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, Fletcher Technical Community
College.

As part of your community, we are committed to offering each of our
neighbors the best in service, knowledge and guidance. We happen to be
        

  

 

services from tax planning for businesses and individuals and audit and
assurance to litigation and forensic accounting, but we are still one of the
locals. Our experts are eager to share our accumulated knowledge and
help you reach your goals or prepare for the unexpected. Call us today
and together we can navigate a course for the future.

bourgeoisbennett.com

New Orleans 504.831.4949 | North Shore 985.246.3022 | Houma 985.868.0139
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Bayou Community Foundation Welcomes Families Back Home in Dulac
On April 26, Bayou Community
Foundation (BCF), donors, nonprofit
partners, local residents, and state
and parish leaders celebrated the
completion of the first two homes
built for Hurricane Ida victims in Dulac through the Foundation’s hurricane recovery efforts.
Homeowners Linda Faye Pellegrin
and Abraham & Robin Parfait and
their families were on hand to accept the keys to their new homes,
built by Pennsylvania-based nonprofit Mennonite Disaster Service
(MDS) through an $850,000 grant
from BCF’s Bayou Recovery Fund for
Hurricane Ida Relief.  Since September, the Foundation as funded nearly
$5 million in grants to nonprofits for
critical relief and recovery services
in Terrebonne, Lafourche and Grand
Isle.  
MDS is constructing 10 new
houses and completing 40 or more
major home repairs in Dulac through
the end of May, allowing 50 needy
families in this storm-ravaged rural
community to return home. The
nonprofit group has also completed
36 home demolitions.
“After Hurricane Ida made landfall
here on August 29, Bayou Commu-

nity Foundation recognized that our
community’s recovery depended on
providing homes for the neediest
who lost so much. We are grateful to
MDS for sending volunteers to Dulac
and working with us to fill this critical housing need,” said BCF President Henry Lafont.
“This is just the beginning,” said
BCF Executive Director Jennifer Armand. “The Bayou Recovery Fund
continues to fund nonprofit grants
to help residents repair, rebuild and

return to our unique and precious
Terrebonne, Lafourche and Grand
Isle communities in the months
ahead.”
The two- and three-bedroom
MDS homes in Dulac are designed
and built for storm resiliency as
part of the Federal Alliance for Safe
Homes “Strong Homes Initiative.”
The homes are rated for 160 mph
winds and are elevated far above
FEMA requirements.
Grant funds from BCF are used to
purchase building materials, while
construction labor is provided at no
cost by MDS volunteers. Nonprofit
Rebuilding Together Bayou is donating appliances.
“MDS is grateful to join hands
with so many wonderful partners
as we put our faith into action with
a hammer and paintbrush serving
our neighbors in need. From our offices in Pennsylvania, I keep hearing
reports of the gracious hospitality of
the Dulac community – that our volunteers keep wanting to go back and
serve,” said Kevin King, Executive Director of MDS.
Families have been identified and
selected for this Hurricane Ida home
rebuild and repair program through

OUTH

extensive case management efforts
of Holy Family Catholic Church in Dulac and Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux.  In addition to the 50 homeowners initially
selected for assistance this spring,
over 100 homeowners remain on a
waiting list for the project.
Recognizing this tremendous
housing need, one major donor to
Bayou Community Foundation’s Bayou Recovery Fund has announced a
challenge grant to fund continued
home rebuilding and repair work in
Dulac this fall. The Ray & Kay Eckstein Charitable Trust has committed a gift of $500,000 to support
the project with the challenge that

OUISIANA

Bayou Community Foundation raise
an additional $500,000, providing
at least $1 million to fund another
building season with MDS beginning
in October.
“We invite other donors to join us
in meeting this challenge and raise
at least $1 million to build many
more homes over the next year for
the neediest of our neighbors left
homeless by Hurricane Ida,” Armand
said.
Contributions to Bayou Community Foundation’s Bayou Recovery
Fund can be made here: https://
www.bayoucf.org/disaster-recovery/

INANCIAL

ERVICES, LLC

GROUP & INDIVIDUAL INSURANCE BENEFITS
Medical • Disability • Life • Dental
COMMERCIAL
Property • Liability • Workers’ Comp
Not A Deposit • Not FDIC Insured
Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
Not Guaranteed by the Bank • May Go Down in Value

315 South Hollywood Rd • Houma, LA 70360
www.slfsllc.com • 985-851-4281 • 1-888-488-2435
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Chamon Williams Returns Home, Named Submitting Your Articles for Member News
New Executive Director of
Our Member News section of the Focus is a cles of 250 words or less may be submitted to
great way for Chamber members to promote info@houmachamber.com by the 1st of each
Catholic Charities
your event or project, and to announce special month for publication in the following month’s

The board of Catholic Charities (CCHT) and leadership of the Diocese of
Houma-Thibodaux are pleased to announce the hiring of Chamon Williams
as executive director of CCHT, effective in early May.
Williams is a native of Houma who began her post-college work career
with CCHT soon after Hurricane Katrina in 2005. She joined Catholic Charities in Jackson, Mississippi in 2008, where she has been responsible for
their Offices of Violence Against Women, Parish Social Ministry, Catholic
Relief Services, Emergency Housing, and Veterans Services. She is also intimately aware of disaster preparedness and response having assisted in
Chamon Williams
both this diocese and Jackson. Chamon has also supported Catholic Charities agencies in other parts of the country in their disaster relief work. She
is well known and respected in the Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters (VOAD) community, understanding the importance of governmental relationships and supporting them through
times of disaster.
Williams earned her bachelor of arts degree in Criminal Justice, with a minor in Sociology,
from Dillard University in New Orleans in 2005.
“The job of CEO of CCHT is more than just a job for me,” she said. “I see it as a vocation, a calling from God, and an opportunity to do good work in the place I call home, near my family.
This is coming full circle for me as I actually grew up on Aycock Street in Houma, across the
street from the current CCHT office and St. Lucy Catholic Church, where I volunteered during
summers.”
Her family worshiped at the Cathedral of St. Francis de Sales in Houma when she was growing
up, and her family now attends Christ the Redeemer in Thibodaux.
“I not only know of Catholic Social Teaching, but I embrace it and am guided by it, especially
the respect for human dignity, in both my work and private life,” Chamon added. “It is very much
my moral compass.”
Catholic Charities has been serving the Lafourche, Terrebonne, Grand Isle, and Morgan City
communities for more than 40 years. Through programs such as its food banks, thrift stores, St.
Lucy’s Day Care, Assisi Bridge House, and Individual and Family Assistance, thousands of individuals and families receive the support of Catholic Charities each year.

awards or certifications. Word Document arti-

newsletter, space permitting.

Terrebonne Parish Celebrates the
“Future of Travel” during National
Travel and Tourism Week 2022
National Travel and Tourism Week (NTTW),
the annual celebration of the contributions of
the U.S. travel industry, will spotlight the critical role that travel will play in driving economic
growth and building the path forward through
the theme Future of Travel.
This year’s theme elevates how the travel
industry can restore the workforce, help communities recover, foster sustainability, usher
in new innovations and reconnect travelers in
the U.S. and around the world.
Celebrated annually during the first full
week in May, NTTW was created by Congress
in 1983 to elevate the economic power of travel in the U.S. The 39th annual NTTW (May 1-7)
arrives as the industry looks ahead to future
growth and success following the challenges
of the past two years.
“NTTW has special significance this year
as the travel industry looks ahead to a bright
future,” said U.S. Travel Association President
and CEO Roger Dow. “This NTTW is an opportunity to recognize the collective strength
of the U.S. travel industry and how we are rebuilding to be more dynamic, innovative, sustainable and inclusive in the months and years
to come.”

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber

of

“Before the pandemic, travel generated $2.6
trillion in economic output, supported 17 million American jobs and delivered a $51 billion
trade surplus to the U.S.—evidence of the
outsized role the industry will play in driving America’s recovery and future economic
growth,” added Dow.
“The Houma Area CVB is planning for a
future that that will strengthen Terrebonne
Parish’s tourism industry and economy,” said
Sondra Corbitt, HACVB Executive Director.
“This National Travel and Tourism Week, we
are spotlighting how travel benefits our workforce, supports our local economy, fosters
sustainability and innovations, and reconnects
Americans to each other and the world.”
Please visit ustravel.org/NTTW to learn more
about National Travel and Tourism Week.
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Danos Foundation
awards $140K in grants

Organ Donors Honored with Flag Raising and
Butterfly Release Ceremony
On April 27, 2022, Terrebonne General Health System, with the support of the
Louisiana Organ Procurement
Agency (LOPA) and Southern
Eye Bank, hosted a Flag Raising and Butterfly Release Ceremony. This event honored
those who have given the gift
of life through organ, tissue,
and eye donation. At the ceremony, we heard from speakers who were organ donors,
organ recipients, and living

The Danos Foundation announced it has distributed
$140,000 to six nonprofit organizations located in Louisiana
and Texas, areas where the company works. Six groups were
selected as grant recipients from a total of 70 nonprofits who
applied. Grant distributions include: $50,000 to Family Promise of Odessa (Odessa, Texas); $50,000 to The Life of a Single
Mom (Baton Rouge, LA); $10,000 to The Dulac Community
Center (Dulac, LA); $10,000 to The Salvation Army of Houma;
$10,000 to The Salvation Army of Lafayette; and $10,000 Second Harvest Food Bank of Greater New Orleans. “The Danos Foundation is honored to help these nonprofits who are
making a big impact in our communities,” said Mark Danos,
CEO of Danos Family Investments. “We look forward to continuing to partner with organizations who are caring for and
serving others.” The Danos Foundation impacts and improves
the communities where company employees live and work by
mirroring the purpose and values of Danos. The Foundation
leverages resources of time, talent and money to support and
promote involvement in activities and initiatives to help resolve community challenges. The grants are a part of Danos
GIVES, the community grant program of the Foundation. The
Foundation also consists of Danos WORKS, an employee volunteer program, and Danos CARES, an employee assistance
program. “All of this is possible thanks to the care and generosity of our Danos employees who both run and provide
funding for the Foundation. Because Danos employees are
passionate about making a difference, we’re able to live out
our purpose: Honor God. Develop great people to solve big
challenges for our communities,” said Danos.

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber
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organ donors. We also had a
performance by the talented
Vandebelles of Vandebilt
Catholic High School and released butterflies as a sign of
new life.
Terrebonne General celebrates National Donate Life
Month, and we ask you to be
a part of this interconnected
life-sustaining community by
registering as an organ, eye,
and tissue donor. For more
information, visit lopa.org.

Mr. and Mrs. Marion Duplantis spoke on behalf of their son, Derel Duplantis, an organ donor.

Thibodaux Regional Welcomes Dr. Brandon Brooks,
Pain Management Specialist, to the Medical Staff
Thibodaux Regional Health System is pleased to announce the addition of Dr. Brandon Brooks,
Pain Management Specialist, to the active medical staff. Dr. Brooks is available to care for patients
at Thibodaux Regional Pain Clinic located 726 North Acadia Road, Suite 2400, Thibodaux, (985)
493-4080.
A native of Thibodaux, Dr. Brooks earned his medical degree from Louisiana State University
Health Sciences Center in Shreveport. He completed his Residency in Anesthesiology at the University of Alabama at Birmingham in Birmingham, AL, where he also completed a Fellowship in
Pain Medicine.   Dr. Brooks also received a master’s degree in Health Administration from the
University of Alabama at Birmingham. He is Board Certified in Pain Medicine and Anesthesiology
by the American Board of Anesthesiology.
Dr. Brooks specializes in treating various pain conditions including low back pain, neck pain,
joint pain, peripheral neuropathy, diabetic peripheral neuropathy, complex regional pain syndromes, post-herpetic neuralgia and chronic post-operative pain.  
Dr. Brandon Brooks
Dr. Brooks chose Thibodaux Regional to practice because he wanted to serve the community
where he was born and raised. He says Thibodaux Regional’s outstanding facilities, medical specialists, and engagement in the surrounding communities presented a unique opportunity for him to provide comprehensive pain
management in an integrative environment that is focused on our patients’ overall wellness.

Nicholls Art Professor Wins International Film Award
for Animated Short on Women’s Rights
Nicholls State University Assistant
Professor of Art Marjan Khatibi won an
ANMTN for an animation she created as
a master’s student at the University of
California in Santa Cruz.
Khatibi received the Best Student Film
Award from the ANMTN! The International Animation Film Festival earlier this
year for her film titled, “A Girl Who Asked
Why.”
“It feels great that my story – a story
of women who do not have a voice – is
being heard,” she says. “Women in my
country and many other countries in the
middle east do not have the right to do
many things, and I think I am responsible
for being their voice as an artist. To me,
art is a way of communication and inspiring people through unheard stories.”
Khatibi’s fantasy film is 2D animation
based on line drawings, and she served
as the writer, illustrator, animator and director for the film, with music provided
by Fariborz Lachini.
The story, she says, is inspired by “A
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Tale of a Fairy Tale and Other Stories” by
author Shon Mehta as well as Khatibi’s
own personal experiences, and addresses the drastic restrictions that Iranian
women face in their daily lives.
“The story is about a little girl who
struggles for basic rights,” Khatibi says. “I
modified Shon Mehta’s stories based on
my experience living in a country where
people favor men’s rights over women’s.”
Khatibi created an imaginary setting
for her main character based on middle
eastern architecture. She splits the world
into an underwater society rife with ignorance and another on land that is
filled with equality and respect.
“The fantastical creatures in my animation navigate their way to a world
where basic human rights are respected,” Khatibi says. “In many countries in
the Middle East, women are not allowed
to make decisions independently and
require male approval for their basic
rights. I believe we need to create art in

order to raise public awareness.”
ANMTN! is an international animation
film festival dedicated to the growing
worldwide community of animation lovers. Their awards – first given out in 2019
– celebrate newcomers and professionals in a variety of genres and film lengths.
For more information on Nicholls Art,
visit www.nicholls.edu/art.

w w w. H o u m a C h a m b e r. c o m

Photo Gallery

Thank you to our guest speaker Billy Nungesser Lt. Governor of Louisiana, our lunch sponsor Explore Houma, and our non-profit spotlight Junior Achievement of Greater New Orleans.

We would like to congratulate Buy-U Beads at the recent ribbon cutting ceremony for their building located
at 1353 Grand Caillou Rd. Houma, LA. Buy-U Beads is part of Terrebonne ARC, which aims at creating employment opportunities for the community. Please visit and shop at their all year round Mardi Gras store.
If you have any remaining supplies from Mardi Gras, please consider donating and dropping off at their
location.

We would like to thank Margie Scoby with the Finding Our Roots African American Museum for being the
guest speaker for the latest WBA Breakfast. Membership for the museum is $40, to become a member or
to make a generous donation please email findingourroots@yahoo.com.

We would like to congratulate Allegiance Home Lending, LLC for their official ribbon cutting at 1612 Polk
St., Houma, LA, with a special guest Nicholls State University’s mascot Tillou.

We would like to congratulate Southdown Express for their official opening at 5505 Hwy 311 Houma, LA.
Southdown Express Chevron Fuel Stations offers the community convenience, food, and Chevron Gas.

Recently, the Chamber was nominated by Explore Houma for Keep Louisiana Beautiful’s #LovetheBoot
week to do the Trash Bag Challenge.
Our staff was able to fill up a trash bag of litter from around the neighborhood!
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Nicholls Chemistry Major Presents Research at National Conference
A Nicholls State University Chemistry Major
presented her research on the relationship between success in general chemistry and mathematics ability at the American Chemical Society (ACS) National Meeting and Exposition.
Claire Galloway, a sophomore chemistry
major from Thibodaux, said the goal of her
research is to promote retention and minimize attrition rates among students in general
chemistry. Additionally, she sought to determine whether an online math intervention
would increase a student’s performance in
their introductory chemistry courses.
Galloway used the Math Up Skills Test
(MUST) – a 15-minute, 20-question paper
exam which measures a student’s arithmetic
fluency – and Test of Logical Thinking (TOLT) – a
diagnostic test examining proficiency in formal
reasoning – to monitor math fluency before
and after the intervention. Galloway studied
two groups across three sessions during the
Fall 2020 semester, with one group completing the online math review first followed by a
light chemistry review two weeks later, while
the other group did the chemistry review first
followed by the math review next.
What she found was that the students benefited from the online math review. However,
students with a higher logical ability benefited

the most, and that the MUST had a marginal
ability to predict each students’ success in a
first-year chemistry class.
“While our goal was to target students who
had lower performance instead, we were still
pleased to be helping students succeed,” she
says.
Founded in 1876 and chartered by the
U.S. Government, the ACS boasts more than
151,000 members in 140 countries. The organization’s mission is to advance and broaden
chemistry enterprise and its practitioners for
the benefit of Earth and its people. Every year,
the organization offers a spring and fall meeting to bring together the world’s leading minds
to network and share research.
“I truly felt honored to be able to present. I
remember how excited I was to tell my loved
ones that I was going to be presenting at the
American Chemical Society conference,” Galloway said. “I had been working with my advisor
and other students throughout the year, and
it was wonderful to see everything come together in the project. I love being able to help
students, and I was ready to share a new way
to identify those placed at-risk so that they can
get the help they need.”
The ACS Fall 2021 Meeting was a hybrid
conference held in Atlanta from Aug. 22-26.

Galloway presented her poster virtually, along
with other undergraduate researchers from
across the country and the world.
“Claire is an excellent student and I am
humbled that she is my undergraduate collaborator. Presenting at a conference expands
Claire’s professional network. We look forward
to presenting at in-person conferences in the
near future,” said Dr. Theodore Alivio, assistant
professor of chemistry and Galloway’s advisor.

“Claire and I plan to continue and improve on
our research so we can reach out to our students much more efficiently, especially those
placed at risk. Our research teaches us how to
better serve our students here at Nicholls and
there’s a lot to improve on. We plan to present
more of our work at future conferences, and
get a few publications.”
For more information on Nicholls Chemistry, visit www.nicholls.edu/chemistry.

Junior Auxiliary of
Thibodaux Regional Welcomes Dr. Johnathan Wise,
Houma’s Dancing with Obstetrics and Gynecology, to the Medical Staff
Thibodaux Regional Health System is pleased to announce the addition of Dr. Johnathan Wise, Obstetthe Stars Returns
rics and Gynecology, to the active medical staff. He is available to care for patients at Thibodaux Regional

Junior Auxiliary of Houma (JA of Houma) is
pleased to announce the return of the annual Junior Auxiliary of Houma’s Dancing with the Stars
Gala, presented by GIS, on Saturday, August 20th
at the Houma-Terrebonne Civic Center from 7
p.m. to 11 p.m. Doors will open at 6:30.
Guest emcees John Poiencot and Jason
Bergeron will host as local celebrity dancers and
their professional partners compete for the Mirrorball Trophy at this signature event that raises
funds to assist children and families in need
throughout Terrebonne Parish.
Tickets are on sale now through Eventbrite at
www.jadwts.eventbrite.com. General Admission
starts at $75 and includes entrance to the dance
off, hors d‘oeuvres, drinks, a silent auction, prize
drawings, and so much more.
Attire guide for the evening is cocktail, sequins
encouraged!
All funds raised benefit the service projects of
JA of Houma, which include providing support,
companionship, and activities to the local women’s shelter, adult residential homes, nursing
and assisted living homes, and children’s service
organizations such as MacDonell Children’s Services Residential Home and Louis Children’s Crisis Center. Also supported are JA Helping Hands
(meeting emergent community needs like hurricane relief), Santa’s Sneakers (Christmas shoe
distribution for children in need), Krew of You (a
sensory safe Mardi Gras for children of all ages),
and more.

Houma-Terrebonne Chamber

of

Women’s Clinic located at 604 N. Acadia Rd. Suite 500, Thibodaux, (985) 448-1216.
A native of Thibodaux, Dr. Wise graduated from Nicholls State University and received his medical degree from Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center in Shreveport. He completed his residency and
internship in Obstetrics and Gynecology at University Health Shreveport. Dr. Wise is Board Certified by the
American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology and is a Fellow of the American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists.  
Dr. Wise specializes in prenatal care and delivery, annual exams and wellness care for women of all ages,
infertility, urogynecology, and gynecologic cancer diagnosis. He is skilled in both robotic and laparoscopic
surgical techniques.
Dr. Wise says he proudly chose to practice at Thibodaux Regional because the culture of consistent success and dedication to excellence mirrors the resilience and persistence of the wonderful people of the area
which we serve.

Dr. Johnathan Wise

Nicholls State University to Offer New Masters in Clinical
Nutrition and Dietetics Leadership
The Louisiana Board of Regents has approved Nicholls State University to begin offering a new master of science in clinical nutrition
and dietetics leadership degree in Fall 2022.
“Having this program places Nicholls at the forefront of the future
education requirements for registered dietitians,” said Dr. Sherry
Foret, program coordinator of the graduate program and assistant
professor of dietetics. “It is important for the Bayou Region because
we have a shortage of dietitians in our nearby communities.”
The program’s curriculum will focus on leadership and management in clinical nutrition and dietetic settings. Courses will cover
topics such as:
interprofessional collaboration in healthcare,
food systems management,
clinical nutrition leadership,
public policy and advocacy,
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dietetics research, and
entrepreneurship.
“This program will help to prepare graduates for nutrition and
dietetics leadership roles in the hospital setting, and for leadership
roles in community nutrition, nutrition policy establishment and
their own private practice,” Dr. Foret said.
Full-time students can complete the program in two years, and
students enrolled in the dietetic internship program can complete
their internship and work towards their masters at the same time.
Eligible students will have a bachelor’s degree, a didactic program
in dietetics verification statement from an accredited program, a dietetic internship or confirmed registered dietitian credentials.
For more information, contact Foret at sherry.foret@nicholls.edu
or visit www.nicholls.edu/allied-health-sciences/master-of-sciencein-clinical-nutrition-and-dietetics-leadership.
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Get Relief For Neck and Back Pain
Comprehensive care from initial evaluation and diagnosis
to complex surgical procedures – and everything in between.

Make one call
and get the
help you need
for your neck
and back pain:

The region’s only comprehensive spine center, we help patients
achieve excellent results utilizing non-surgical as well as innovative
and surgical procedures.
If surgery is necessary, minimally invasive options can mean quicker
recovery, less post-operative pain and faster return to work and play.

985.493.4501

Thibodaux.com/spine-center

